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FORTUNE 
INOBLEMEN. 


THE FiksST. PART. 


en IT 


CHAP, 1. 
That our good and bad Fortune 
depend on our Condu@. 


Ntiquity ſeems to me never 

A co have been leſs reaſonable 

K. in the worſhip of her Gods, 

than when ſhe creed Altars to For- 
tune - for whiat could ſhe hope from 
a Deity which neither ſaw her Sacrts 
fices, nor heard her Prayers; but did 

. every thing by chance ? The Wi- 
: felt men have always termed her un- 
juſt and inconſtant, and by depriving 
her'of the faculty of chooſing and 

* diſcerning ; confeſſ;d , that we 
FN B have 
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= other than a Capricious Goddeſs, 
|  whorules among us only to prove the 
#t f ft- Forces of Philoſophy. All the Pre- 
_ mac cepts of Morality are chictly to de- 
Ul zmpavidun fend us againſt her, and to inſtruct 
| | ferigut rx- US , that ſhe can cakily ſubvert the 
TRE. moſt purſſant States of the World, but 
(| | not diſcompofe the Soul of a Philo- 
| Eſſicacior Cypher, Brutus,who always follow'd 
7 | pine this Sect , when he di'd acknow- 
©! 2x6 : quam ledg'd her power 3 and declar'd, that 
'verwmeſt i!- the Vertue which he fo much eltce- 
| #4 qued med,was not ablc to encounter her 3 
- 49s | that' her Injultice was the caule of 
' gon in v2 the unhappy ſucce fs of his great De- 
ſed iz verbo ignes-: and knowing not how to 
Fanikn oft ;mpute any fault to his Valour, who | 
—wngond had darcd to deliver Rome from its | 
Tyrant, hc acculcd her alone tor ha- | 
ving cltabliſh'd another to ſuccecd in 


the 


_-. 
| have as little regton to complain of Wt! 
her Frowns, as to rejoyce at her Fa-Wa 
| Seate nos yours, Ne: verthelels the has hadWt 
| _ more Temples than the other Gods ; ill 
| dean, c/o. 4nd ſeeing her Empire was extended WW A 
| que loca Over all the Aﬀairs of the World, the Il < 
| om. —opreateſt part of men bccame her a-Ml 
| Juvenal. orers, *Tis erue, the (mall number il « 
of Stoicks never own'd her to be any Wl « 
{ 
{ 


fn. 
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the place. Theſe great Examples 
amaze the whole World, and are 
therefore more worthy pt the contt- 
deration of mighty Monarchs. We 
are fo inconliderable a part of the 
State wherein we live, that we ſhould 
be accounted - ndiculuus to perplex 
our mindes therewith, We are here 
even as in a Veſſel, whole motion 
carries us whither it pleaſes3 ncver- 
thele(s every one of us have ove pe- 
culiar to our ſelyes, that is to ſay, e- 
very man has his defignes and his 
proper conduct: And yet ſuch as 
Fortwne has 1iot condemn'd to a reti- 
red lite for to extinguiſh the luſtre 
of their parts,ought not to deſpair of 
their Enterprizes, when they under- 
. W fiand the nature of this Fabulous 
+ W Deity, to whom men attribute the 
, MW abſolute command over Geacral and 
 W Particular Aﬀairs ; For my part, I 
" W look upon her as void of all Divinity, 
asI cltecm her deſtitute of all Power. 
And although this Propoſition ſeems 
Faradoxical , it will be no difficult 
mattef tor me to prove it to be moſt 
conformable to Reaton. 
For the underiianding of which, 
| B 3 we 
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'we mult know, that among the ef- 
ficient Cauſes, ſome are determin'd, 
which a& nedeſſarily ; others unde. 
termin*d and accidental, which may 
at or not act, and which do not pro- Y 
duce their cfte&ts but by the concur- 
rence of ſome other : The hrſt are 
called neceſſary z the laſt fortuitous 
or caſual: from hence were form'd in 
the imagination of Men thoſe two 

|| Deſne fata'grand Deities z the one of which 

| Dons flefti had even power over the Gods them- 

q fp _—_— '” ſelves, the other over humane Aﬀairs, 

| Virgil. viz. Deftiny and Fortune : 'So that I: 

l may ſay, Fortaxe is nothing elſe buta NN; 
concurrence of things not diſcerned. 
by our judgement , which happen 

| contrary to our expectation or ſup- 

! ' poſe it to be a ſecond Cauſe, it muſt 

|| pararegant neceſſarily depend from a firſty which 

.| | orb:zm,cert4; firſt being abſolutely determin'd, 1 

| ſlant omia*conclude there is nothing in the 

j 4 ' World fortuitous or caſual, ſeeing all 

| /* *things that are brought to pals, - pro» 
' cced from a netcf{ary and determin'd 
*Czutz, Upon this account let us ac-, 
*tute otr'own weakneſs, which being 

| yot able to-comprehend the cauſe of 

| 'Events, does term them accidental or 

| $4 » calual, 
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'caſval, With this pretext the grea» 
| teſt Wits have endeavoured to excuſe 
| their errours, and the moſt renown'd 
Captains to comfort themſelves for 
_ the loſs of their Battels ; For the Hi- - 
# ſiorians deſcribing the advantages of 
the ground of which they had made 
choice , the exquiſite order of their 
Armies, their Retrenchments, their 
Bodies of: Reſerve, and all the other 
circumſtances, which denote the ex- 
perienct of brave Commanders then 
having ſpoken of their famous Ex- 
ploits with aſtoniſhment , at latt do 
accuſe malicious Fortznetor their uns 
» happy ſucceſs, which humane Wil- . 
. dome knew not how to prevent, <3 
But les us rather ſay, that our know- 
ledge 15 limited :- that our fight is ve- 
ry dim in the diſcovery of future 
things : that certain bounds are pre- 
{crib'd to'our Wildome, which it can 
never pals and as that has its Natu- 
ral impertecions, fo the affairs of the 
World have their ordinary revoluti- 
ons. I do not intend by ſhewing 
that the Events of things are not ac 
cid:ntal, to render them fo neceflary, 
that we ſhould baniſh Prudence from 
| B 3 the - 
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the management Of Vur CONCLINS ; 
for I ſhould conclude abſurdly, it I 
ſhould afh-m ,| that we ought with 
Nulum vx- dull patience, to expect cvery thing 
men ade”, that ſhould happ.n to us. On the 
al} 14 contrzry,l conccive that we arc wor- 


dentia te- ; 
£109, kers of our own Fortune, and our 


 Juvenal. good or bad Conduct is often the 

fource of our good or evil , without 

{ſecking a more reniote cauſe, I muſt 

confeſs, that the moti picrcing Wits, 

who fecm to know things pertcaly, 
ws and to their very roots, do not al- 
ways fee their own affairs proſper; 
becauſe they depend from many 0- 
ther different Cauſes, which it is im- 
poflible by the force of our judge- 
ment to penetrate ; and foralſmuch 
as we know'nothing but by our Sen» 
ſes, which deceive us every moment, 
how can we judge truly of what will 
befal us ? and what certain conle- 
QUENCES can we draw from ſuch un» 
certain principles ? The Pyrrhonians 
had fo bad an opinion of thcm, that 
they taught, that humizne Scnfe was 
altogether uncapable of knowledge 
that we were no: aſſured of any thing 
weſaw with our eyes, or hcard with 
our 
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our carsz that our Dilcourle and 
Keaſon, which proceed only from the 
Idea's, which external] Objects pre- 
ſeuted to our Senſes, were nothing 
clie but Errour and Niuſhon. We 
muſt not theretore be amaz'd, it E- 
vents deceive us, {ceing we KNOW not 
their Principles and: Caules : yet 'we 
may reaſonably ſay, that although 
our Senſes Jometimes deccive us, yet 
exp:rience' teaches us, that they do 
not always ſo: and the moſt 1ngeni- 
ous and underſtanding perſons being 
happily endow'd with an exccllcnt 
dilpokition of Organs, and an exact 
temperament of Body,have brighter 
" lights,and a more diſtin&t knowledge 
ot Afﬀairs, than other men, and con- 
lcquently are the fcldomeſt miſtaken 
in their judgements, and not {o ſub» 
ject to thole unexpected accidents, 
which the Anticnts called Fortuwe. 
This was chat, which in ny Opi- 
nion cauſcd the-Foet to fay,that they 


were hippy, who could know the p,;, qui 
caufcs of things ; tor 1ndeed,to know preore ve. 

the caulcs, 15 to know their Natures, ':” c9znof- 
their Principles, and their Motions, ©* 4/4» 


trom whence proceed the Events, 
B 4 which 
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which can eſtabliſh our good or our 
evil. I profeſs with him, that this 
happineſs js beyond compariſon, but 
it 15 not to be found but in the 1ma- 
gination, and ought to be rather the 
Objce& of our dcfires, than of our 
hopes. 1 have no defigne ro draw 
the pourtraict of an infallible man 
& , _Iknow there was never any ſuch; and 
92" If Thad ſuch'a thought, 1 ſhould my 
| felf be guilty of that errour , from 
which 1 endeavour to keep others : 
It is ſuſhcient to repreſent one not of 
the weakeſt, who by his own experis 
* eicec21 give.us fore Precepts wheres 
ty to ferm the happitcs of our lite, 
without depending ablolutely on the 
capriciouſneſs of that Fortune, to 
whom the Wiſeſt men would! never 
owe any thing. | 
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| CHAP, II. 
i That Perſons of ©wality ought to 
ſeek their fortune at Court. 
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T7 Very man hunts after Honour 
* and Wealth; theſe are the two 
| grand 
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rand Wheels, upon which the whole 


world is moved 3 theſe are the two 
Springs of our diſquiet 3 theſe are , 
the two Ignes fatui, which lead us fo, 
_ cftcn out of our way. _ We propound . 
to our. (elves this Hynour and this 
Wealth, as the aim and end cf our. 
hopes : we «engage our'ſelves in the 


purſuit of them with the greateſt v1- 
gour, not conſidering that the ways 


toartive at our ends are full of trou- 


ble and uncertainty 3 that they re- 
quire every Minute of our time : and' 


our whole life is almoſt ſpent in Care 


and Toil, when we begin to recap the! 
Fruit of our labours. There are two 
cauſcs of this diſorder 3 the one is, 
that our delignes are too extravagant 5: 
the other, that we carry them on in- 

diſcreetly. + 
The firſt default touches certain 
Wits , whoſe Preſumption blinds 
thcir Judgement, who framing in 
them(clves a falſe Idea of their 'ownt 
worth, even as ſo many Txioa's never 
embrace any thing but the empty 
Clouds. I cſteem this fort of peo- 
ple better qualit'd for the Colledge 
of Madmen, than for the Courts of 
'"BY - Piin- 
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- Princes, and fo have no intention ei- 
ther to reprehend or reclaim them. 
I addreſs my (elf to ſuch only, who 
form no projeQs beyond their forces 3 
and are miſtaken rather in the means, 
which onght to promote them, than 
m the end, which ſhould pcriet 
them, 

Never was there any Queſtion lo 
\ often debated, as that concerning a 
chick Good : The Stoicks acknow- 
ledged noother than the tranquillity 
of the Soul z but it ſcems it was 1m- 
poſſible ever to attain to that, unleſs 
they could have devclied themſelves 
of their paſſions. The Epicureans, 
( whom all the World revile, though 
not throughly undcritand ) p'ac'd it 
in Pleaſure, For my part,I fhnde this 
Opinion fo agreeable. to the nature 
both of Soul and Body, that it is ve- 
ry difficult not to admit it when it is 
well underſtood. I affirm moreover 
that-it contains nothing in it which 
comradicts the Principles of Religis 
on 3 for wh» can dcny that Men as 
devout as the holicſt Saints have been, 
enjoy an extream Pleaſure in the 
contcmplation of God, when the fer- 
Pyro vencie 
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vencie of thcir zeal ſeparates their 

thoughts from earthly things ? And: 

is any man ignorant that the more 

auſtcre Hcrmits findd more, Roſes 

than Thorns in their Deſerts? It's 

moſt certain that- our Opinions ate —_ 

the only Rules of our own good ng 74's {pats 

evil, and that in reſpe of our (elves nor. th, de 

things are really ſuch as we conceive Anim. 

them to be. A Student delights in N«# por- 

his Books and his Clofctz a Hunt(- py 

man takes his pleaſure in the Fields 3 Ste now” 

a Souldicrat the Head of an Army z ef. | 

and a Merchant in the cnjoyment of 

Prace, and living at his eaſe ; The Trabit ſua 

excels of Wine 15 a Puniſhinent to a ; owes, VP" 

Sober pcrton,and the greateft Pleaſure Vie.” 

to a Drunkard.- 1 could collec a 

thouſand more inſtances to prove this 

Opinion 3 but it (hM| ſuthce to con« 

clude with the Philoſopher ,, that 

Wealth and Vicaſure are the only 

Objects of our happineſs ;: That 

which I aſſert is purcly natural to the 

Soul 3 but I confels by the Faliibility 

of our Senſes ſhe is oftcn deceiv'd, 

and makes a bad choice, Mark An- 

t:ny*s Profuſenefs ſeems to me as uns 

Juit, as O.d Cato's Farumony unrea- 
lonadle 
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ſonable 3 and I look upon Creſis as 
imprudent in the management of his 
Treaſure , as Diogenes ridiculous in 
his Tub. Wealth 15 neceflary for our 
ſubſiſtence z and being ſo, we ought (I 
. ko (eckit, though not to excels: 
Hah ale On the contrary, Poverty is the Mo- 
enwgwne;.. ther of all inconvenicncies, an Ene- 
Yu1B UIT - 5 
Faro ob- my to generous Aﬀions, which libe- 
at Res rality produces 3 therefore as ſuch, we 
enxuſ 4% gught to avoid it. I {pcak of that 
Juvenal, ſhameful Poverty, which deprives us 
1 of the Means oft (hewing our Parts, 
; debaſes our Spirits , ſutfocates our 
good | Qualifications in the preſs of 
the Rabble, ang by deſtroying in us 
theſe advantages of Nature , hinder 
us from raiſtag our ſelves to the pitch 
of Virtue, I know there is a volun- 
taty and Evanggical Poverty, which. 
having God for its Obje&, takes no 
care to abound in earthly Riches 3 | 
but thele perte&t Souls, which we 
admire as above the World, and who 
poſlets nothing in particular, yet do 
not refule.to enjoy the Beneht and 
Revenues of their cftates in common. | 
The 'Magniticence of theix Temples | 
and Monaſterics is not infetiour » 
| | the* 


the Beauty of Princes Palaces 3 and 
notwithſtanding they renounce the 
property, yet they reſerve to them- 
{elves the Profits. God gave us our. 
(F life, but Nature as the ſccond Cauſe 
has faſtened many inconveniencies to 
it, which we are oblig'd to overcome 
for our own preſervation 3\her im- 
perk ion -1s communicated to our 
eſſence, Hunger and Thirti are two 
mortal Maladiesz we heal them with 
Pleaſure , by uſing thoſe remedies 
which are appropriated to them 
Cold is an enemy to our natural Heatz 
our Clothes and Houſes defend us a- 
gainſt it. Men may tcll me, the Sa- 
vages live as long as we do, and pcr- 
haps more happily, without perplex- 
Ing themſelves with acquiring many 
” things, which coſt us much trouble, 
| and yet are not more neceſlary for us 
 thanforthem. I own it,and cannot 
blame them : If I was a Savage, con- 
tels they would have yct greater rea-., 
{on to tell me {ozbut that man mult be ig 
mad,who lives after th; manner of Sa- 
vages among people that are not ſo.l 
ſhould thiok my ſelf very extrava- 
gant, if I ſhould walk up and down 
naked among men that wear Sw ; | 
An "> a 
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And vu man in thele days would fet 

an cſtimiate on Diogenes the Philoſo- 

phet, if he ſhould do what he then 

did in the open Market. We have 

neither made the Laws nor the-Cu- 

Roms, and fo have no right to reform 

tlic. Ev.ry one in particular has 

_ his own Senfe,and his own Conduct ; 

and every Nation has 1ts proper Cu- 

{toms : 1t 15 our duty to conform our 

ſclves to thoſe of our own Country, 

it bring more reaſonable that we 

ſhould con:;pty with many Z than to 

| expect that many ſhould comply with 

1h res us. Wiſcmen are not prohibited from 

publicys Entertaining different opinions trom 

mores, nec thole of the Vulgar, provided they 

Ppiliwmn;r oblerve not to infringe the General 

Je novitate Cuttoms. One of the Ancients (aid, 
vile (h» . . 

wverter, that he lent himfelf to rche Publique, 

Senec. but he gave himſelt -to himſelf. [he 

Salvages enjoy the ule of Reaſon as 

well as*we, and fo may have thcir 

particular Policic z therctore L.do not 

admire, that they are perſwaded that 

their matiner of life is happy, fceing 

they kuow no other. Poverty plea- 

ſes them, and Riches us z their happi= 

n:15 is, not to regard them, and ours 

: | is 
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is to make uſt of them ; and prnaps 
both of us have <qually rcafon fo to 
do. For my part,l yield to the gene- 
ral ſentiment of the Vulgar, who e- 
ſtecm thole happiclty. who are born 
Rich, and have their cxtraCtion trom 
a Noblc Family 3 if theſe be of a fit 
diſpolition to accomplith thc mlelves, 
they cannot want Guides to direct 
th:m in the paths of Honour ; Theif 
N.me alone opens fo ther the Cabi- 
net 'of Princes z their Virtue mani- 
felts it {lt without others affittance 
thly do that with great eaſe, 
which a poor Gentleman cannot do, 
but with extrcam trouble: Nay, if 
they want Wit, their Rich.s make 
them courted, and their. Birth reſpe- 
ted : Theſe being the two Golden 
Calves which the Common people 
worſhip 3 and if they be not born to 
be_accompliſhe perlons , gallant or 


honcſt men, yet they are in a condi-' 


tion to do good fo ſuch as are ſoz and 
being not able to attain to Virtue 
themſelves, may. entertain in their 
Retinue thoſe that are. At Court 
we (eldom fce'd Perſon of Quality, 
Mciit and Riches, without great Ho- 

he, TERS A _nours 
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nours and great Employs : Fortune, 
as malicious as ſhe 1s, does never in 
, the lealt oppoſe his advancement , 
when he has wherewithal to pleaſe 
Soverain Powers. I know that good 
qualifications are requiſite for this 
purpoſe : for I do not pretend here to 
make an honelt or gallant mans I 
ſ{uppolec he is that alrcady, and has no 
nced of, any thing but conduct to 
arrive at his cnd. 1 will only de- 
monſtrate, that Wealth and Birth do 
infinitely contribute to the rendring 
us happy,and to the obtainiog of Ho- 
nours ſuitable to the Quality of a 
Gentleman. If any one objeas, that 
Riches may be prejudicialz I anſwer, 
that if he looks upon the right bias 
ot the thing, the cxror procecds from 
us, and not from them 3. they arc 
good of themſclves, and nothing is 
hurtful but the bad uſe we make of 
thcem. The commendation of Po- 
verty, with which we meet fo often 
in the. Wiitings of the Anticnt Phi- 
lolophers, is a Paradox more proper 
co exerciſe the vivacity and ſharpneſs 
of their Wits, than to convince us of 
the truth thereof. Plato and Ariftorle 

FER, | have 
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have Philoſophiz'd of it very much 
at their caſe, being the moſt conſide- 
rable men of Greece both for their 
Birth and for their Employments. 
Seneca extols it highly in the mid{i of 
a vaſt abundance 3 and though he ſo 
often infinuates, nay inculcates into 
us the contentedneſs of his Spirit, 
yet did not dic without great (uſpi- 
tion of having had a defigne of ſeat- 
ing himſelf in the Throne of his Ma- 
ſter and Benefator. Without doubt 
a Gentleman born rich and of a good 
Family has no reaſon to complain of 
Fortune 5 if he+continues in the 
Country , ſhe is wot obliged+to go 
hnde him out there ; He ought to 
ſhow hiniſc!'f at the Ring's Court; 
there it is that he can hope to raiſe 
himſelf above others his equals, pro» 
viding he knows two things : The 
hiſt is, the inclination and humour 
of his Maſter 3 the ſecond is, his own 
inclination, and natural di{polition., 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. HL. 


Two ways of advancing 4 man s 
Fortune, 


Here are two ways of advancing 

a man's Fortune z one is to 
follow the War, and the other 1s to 
apply himſelt to the Prince's Perſon, 
Te is true, that Military {-rvices ren- 
der a Gentleman infinitely more mes» 
ritoripus than any otber : but Princes 
are men as well as our t.ives,they, act 
according, to the impulles ot Nature z 
and we E they daily beltow their 
favours and carciles on perſons that 
pleaſe them, raiher than on ſuch as 
advantagiouſly ſerve them. We 
have 1n our time (cen a perſon raisd 
to the dignity ot Conſtable of France, 
for haviig taught Magpies to flye at 
Sparrows 3 and others from PFagcs 
become Dukes and Peers 3 and in 
former Ages thole who could cun- 
ningly manage the intrigue of a Mai- 
den-hcad , have made themlclves 
great Lords by it. I ſay again, that 
a Gentleman who dcfignes to raile 
his 
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his Fortuncs at the Court, mult per- 
fet'y und«x{tand his own natirral dife 
poſition 3 becauſe it is imp. ſlible to 
divert his Prince,it he takes no plea» 
ſurc lymdclt in what he does. It would 
be a great tolly for a perſon to (eek 
his advancem«n: by H.inting or Haws 
king,who is not delighted with thoſe 
Recrcations ; we do every thing we 
fancic not, with a very bad grace, 
becauſe our Soul can ncver apply it 
ſelf to any Objccts that do not pleaſe 
iez and theretore we ſhould not think 
to render our ſelves agreeable, when = 
: we do things contrary to our incli- 
rations: Neither fludy nor the force 
of Reaſon can corre this default. 
W'e are not maltcrs of the Appetites 
which Nature has inſpircd-into us x 
and whatſoever pains we - take to 
ſuppreſs them, our diſcontent will 
ſometimes apprcar, and make all our 
forced complailance incfi. tual. I 
may aflert the (ame ot the War, 
which I have of Hunting ;- we ought 
fo perceive im our ſelves courage to 
deſpiſe dangers , vigor to endure the 
toils of the Army, and ambition to 
aſpire to great Charges ; without 
thele 
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theſe we can expect no advaii'2ge 
from this painful exercile, This way 
without diſpute is the moſt honoura- 
ble: for beſides the Wealth that 1s ac- 
quired by it, we have the pleaſure of 
beholding our Virtues accompani'd 
with an advantageous Repatation, 
and a Renown which lives - eternally 


| In the memory of men : yet we can- 


not but acknowledge it is the molt 
difficult for among thoſe that aſpire 
to the honor of Marſhal of Fraxce,ma- 
ny faulter in the Enterprize. It would 
be a very inconſiderable butinels,it we 
ould - xencounter no other obſtacles 


| . © but hazards.A man is not to complain 


when he-dies in- the purſuit of his 
ends ; the ſame end which limits his 
lite, terminates likewiſe his Dclignes, 
his Hopes , and his Fortune : There 
are two other things which do more 
incommode him; the firſt is, that his 
advancement depends from the hap- 
py fucceſs of Bartels, of which all 
humane Pruderce is not ſufhcient to 
aſſure us ; The latt is, that it is re- 
quilite to havea Patron of great Au- 
thority in the Cabinet, without whom 
_ ſervices will not finde that yult 
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reception they deierve ; it is trucythat 


it is a hard matter to {urmount thele 
two dithcultics which render this 
way by War to great honours very 
uncertain, and at laſt thc Rewards arc 
in the hands of the Soveraign : if 
he delights in War, he does often af- 
cribe to himſclt the happy ſuccels of 
his Arms, which he frequently com- 
mands in perſon 3 and when bad fuc- 
cels happens , the Officers of- his Ar- 
my -are hardly put to't to detend 
themſelves egainſt his anger and re- 
proches. But if he he addicted to 
his Pleaſures more than to his Attairs, 
he (ces almolt nothing but with the 
cyes of his Favourite, who repreſents 
the Actions of every man 1n thoſe 
colours that pleaſe him beſt 3 and 
having abandon all his Authority at 
his Councils, he muſt of necellicy 
become a Slave to his Miniſters, 
Therefore after this manner a Gen- 


tleman ovght to employ his policie 3 


and if he: builds upon any other 
foundation, he has often for the only 


xrecompence *of -h1s famous Exploits 


an Aftof iron, or a Litg of wood. 
1 ſpeak of fuch Gentlemen orily, 
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who make great Dignitics the Object 


of their Atciicvments, I know there 
arc mavy, who go into the Fic'd on- 
ly t9. gain eftcen, and to make ap- 
pcar that they are men ot Courage 
which indeed, is a duty that ſeems 
incumbent upon every Perſon of 
Quality 3 and without diſſembling, it 
would be a ſhametul thing never to 
have pertormed ſome gallant Exploit 
by :thcir Armis , whenas they make 
Arms thcir proper Protcſhon. I agfd 
furrher, they are obligd to attempt 
ſomerhing bravely by their own 
hands, toc{tabliſh their Reputations 
It is not (uthcient never to have been 
guilty of any ignoble Act3 the world 
thinks it obliges us very much, in 
ſpeaking well ot the Virtues we have 
made app-ar,withour making Alma- 
nacks to our advantage. Nuthing 
more is r:quized ot thelc, but to do 
well ; tor as they look upon titeir 
houſcs as a Ritreat, they arc not ob» 
ligd to concern themſelves with the 
Minitiers, or (hc Court 3 neither 15 It 
neccliliry that they {p.nd their whole 
lives in Military Ex.xcifes, It is &- 
nough that they have once ſhown 
thcms» 
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theniclves 3 and pretend ii g, iy no O- 
ther advantage than that which they 


have alrcady acquired, which 1s to be 


eſtccm'd Valiant, they may reafun- 
ably <njoy the benefit thercot in their 
own Familics , with the pleaſure 
which attends the ſociety of Friends, 
and the diverſion of an honcfi Oeco- 
nOMmys 
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CHAP. IV. 


The ſpeedieſt way #s to inſinnate 
himſelf into the Pleaſures of 


the Prince. 


He other way of advancing a 

4k man's Fortune by applying him- 

{clt to the perfon ot the Prince, is to 
contribute to his divertifements, w*# 
15 indeed the nwit calie, and the moſt 
intallble ; the great fecret 1s to ren- 
dcr himſclt agrecable, to uſe com- 
plaiſance, and b: diligent, and very 
expert in thoſe Ex-1ciles tu which 
he chicfly delights 3 which ought to 
be manag d with ſuch ditcretion, 
that no oppottunitic mult be —_ 
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ted of giving him all the advantage 
at them, and never to maintain any 
thing obſtinately againſt him. It is 
likewiſe a prudent part in a Courtier 
to looſe ſometimes at Play on pur- 
pole, to put his Maſter in a good hu» 
mour : For to command. is ſuch an 
innate quality in Princes, that they 
cannot permit without regret- that 
any perſon ſhould outdo them. Thele 
precepts are alſo more neceſlary- to 
be obſcrved in converſation, which 
ought always to be with reſpe&tz and 
if there be an occation of contend 
ing, that it be done in ſuch. terms as, 
propound our Opinion only, not e- 
{tabliſh it. The moſt gallant things 
loole their luſtre , whea ſpoken, un- 
ſcaſonably z and men are not cafily 
convincd -of any thing by others 
diſputing too imperiouſly;there 45 no- 
thing ſo frequently ufed , and there- 
fore requires our greateſt circumſpe- 
Ction. Every man is ſatish'd of his 
own Senſe and Underſtanding , and 
it is this which makes us 1o outragi- 
ous againſt thoſe who pretend "to 
have more than- our ſelves. Truly 
there is nothing more irkſome than 

-- to 
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to give car to thoſe people who have 
ſcen every thing, , who underliand 
every thing, and who. have done £- 
very thing. A Gallant and an ac- 
compliſht perſon ought not to relate 
his own deeds 3 he that cannot for- 
bear doing it, paſſes ordinarily for 
ridiculous,and is accounted/but a lyer: 
it we have performed worthy aci- 


- 


bi 


ons, it "does not become. us to pub- Z4% ii #ft 
liſh them : he is ever an impertinent fs mow 


deſcit. 


Orator, who makes. his own Panc- proyerb, þ 


gyrique. I will not adviſe one to flat- 
ter the.Prince : Flattery is fo. baſe a 
thing,that it is unworthy.of a perſon 
of Honour 3 but ] do very well ap- 
prove, that we ſhould entertain him 
with ſome obliging . diſcourſe , and 
praiſe that in which he molt delights, 
and which he beſt underſtands: In 
doing which, the air of the Action 
contributes extreamly to. the infinu- 
ating us into his favour. Indeed the 
Reſpedt that is due to his Perſon, 
obliges us to baniſh our ill humour 
from his preſence. There are [I 
know not what (pirits in our eyes, 
which imprint their qualities on 
thoſe that beho!d us : It we are dull, 

C we 
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we inſpire Melancholy 3 it we are 
 _ , brisk, weſcem to-rejoyce thoſe with 
x arab whom we converſe. The Ancients 
lus mihi : were fo perſwaded of the force of I} a 
faſcinat ag. theſe Rayes, that they would never I} t 
Ih} 795. ſuffer old and deformed Women to |} | 
|| come necr their Children. ' And my | c 
ll Lord Bacou aſſures us, that a paſſion» 
| ate Lover does very. much advance 
| Oui ſunt his affairs, ' when he can fiedfaſtly 
i i - gaze upon the eyes of his Miltris ; 
bl Ovid. becauſe, ſays he , certain 'enflamed' 
ul © " Spirits proceeding 'from his to' her 


eyes, do communicate to them this 
| inviſible Poyſom, which diftifing it 
ut ſelf in "the Maſs of' bloud , is' con-/ 
Nt vey*'d to the heart it (elf, This 
lj! may be proved by an Effect obvious 
to all perſons : We tan ſcarce retram 

ſpending a tear with thole that weep) 

and we cannot look ftedfaftly on, 

1 pa 1; Red or Blearzeyes, without reſenting 

leſos , le- ſome pain,ar at leaft fome alteration : 

_ duntur & both thete' Eftects proceeding from 
uy 2/ Muta- rio other cauſe but the emiſſion of 
lj 7 ME. Rays. If ithe true that cycs which 
l!} tzorenocenr, ook, Vpon' us with anger, infpire an 
Ovid. A- averſion into| us, why ſhould I not 


mor.'-2- conclude that they may inſpire an 
L at- 
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atf-ftion, if they look upon us with 
love ? | 

Nature has made ſome men amt- 
able 3 theſe are happy, and have no- 
thing more to do but let her ad tree* 
ly ; Butif ſhe has made us melan- 
cholick , let uscorre& her imperte- 
ons by habituating our felves to 
mirth and gayety 3 and by keeping a 
continual guard, we ſhall at laſt whol- 
ly prcvail againſt them. Socrates 
kad to him that judged of his 
manners by his Phyliognomy., viz- 
that he was naturally inclin'd to de- 
bauchery, but the Precepts'of Philo. 
lophy had made him vertuous. A- 
bove all, let the Courtier endeavour 


to per{wade his Maſter that he loves 


his Perſon, b<tter than his Dignity : 
Curtis (ays of the two grand Fa- 
vourites Crater and Epbeſtion, that 


the one loved the King , the other 
Alexander. The love which men 
have for us, is a ſnare, wherein the ' 


whole World is catch'd 3 and even 
when a perſon has no qualities to 
recommend him , it by his- perſeve- 
rance and continual application," he 
makes -us believe: that he lovcs us, 

| C 2 and 
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d is wholly at our ſervice, we can ' 


” deny him our afteQion. This 


mpaſlion extends it (clt even to 
Beaſts, In Holland I ſaw a Maſtiff 
ke his fortune : This poor . Dog 


tingled out the late Prince of Orange 


in the nudſt of his Army before Mae- 


flricht z and notwithlianding that 


the Guards often beat him. away, -yet 
he always return'd to the dopr of the 
ent, and when he-ſaw the Prince 
me out, this Animal leapt for joy, 
un'd upon him and followed him. 
t laſt the Prince, in ſtead of being 


offended, eſftecm'd this kindne(s wor- 


thy of acceptance , and made mych 


.ot him,giving a charge to cne of his 


Servants to take care of himz. and 
afterwards p:rmitted -him to come 
always into bis Chamber, and lie at 
his Beds-fcet, However , we ought 
to' take great heed not to become 
importurate ,by our addrcſſes 3 the 
higheſt point of wiſdgme 1s to nick 
the time. But aboveall, a Gentle- 
man, who is well in the favour of 
his Mattcr, ought never to pretend to 
underſtand thoſe Aﬀeairs whxch the 
Prince would keep private. There 
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is nothing which ſo ſoon creates ha- 
txxd of him, and conſequently his 
ruine. No man can endure that any 
one ſhould pry into his ſeggrets with- 
out his conſent, Conhdence 1s in- 


conſiltent with conſtraint, Forafmuch - 


as Our Soul is born free, and ſeeing 
ſhe has nothing but the diſpoting of 
our Will, which is really hers in- 
dependant of all other Power avhit- 
ſcever, ſhe is jealous of her {ccrets, 
and mult not be forced to reveal them 
by the indiſcretion of 'our Friends. 
It is common civility not to ap- 
proach neer them that read Letters, 


or diſcourſe privately. This indi(- Patil. 


cretion ſucceeded very ill with one 
ot the Duke of Anjou's Gentlemen :; 
the Duke having with confidence im- 
parted to him Charles theIX's deligne 
of extirpating the Hw7onats on St. 
Bartholomew's day 5 this Gentleman 
diſcourling in private with the Ring, 
hapned to mention this Secret, His 
Majeity very much ſurpriz'd to fee 
it diſcovered, diflembled his anyer 3 
and ſappoling that the Queen-Mo- 
ther was the perfon guilty of this 
Levity, upbraided her with it but 

C 3 ſhe 
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{he havivg cicar'd her (elt, hey boil; 
concluded, that it muſt come trem 
the Duke of Arjan. The King cau- 
ſed this Gentlemen to be k1lled as he 
was Hunting , conceiving no other 
way to ſecure a Secret of {o great 
importance, Which the Duke had in- 
conſiderately diſcovered. I knew a 
perſon for whom Cardinal. de /Riche- 
lies had a vyety great cſteem, and be- 
gan to employ him in bufineſs of 
conſequence ; One day the Cardinal! 
Teturuing from his Park into his 
Chamber, ſurpriz'd this Young man 
reading ſome Papers which he had 
Icfe upon the table. The Cardinat 
reprchended him no otherwiſe than 
with his eycs, looking fcverely upon 
him, cloſcd his Papers himſelf; and 
two days after commanded that this 
ill-advisd Courticr ſhould retire to 
houſe, and would ncver more emplcy 
him. 
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CHAP. V. 


How dangerows it is to inter- 
meddle with the Amours of 
his. Maſter. 


Nother way, though very flip- 
pery; isto be concerned in the 
Amours 'bt las Maſter. Conhdence 
in this'caſe proves many times very 
dangervus, although it ſeems to be a 
particular mark of his eſteem” and 


aanendihip : there 15 # Criarn wing 


to be obſerved, which requires a pru- 
dince and circumſpeRion retin'4 c- 
ven to the highetUegree ; Iris a ve- 


; Ty mtricate bulincts \to content the 


Lover and his Mitiris. Ard Icon- 
ccive there is not Iefs danger in be- 
ing in her. favour than out of it ; Her 
kindre(s docs never tail of producing 
Jealuutic 3 and this pallton is capa- 
ble of tranſporting «the moſt mode- 
rate Spirit jnto fuch an excels, that 


L 
Inctds ptr 
wgnes /upe 
popitos ante 
T1 agio'o. 


even reaches the very lite ot his dea- 


reſt Friends, It mifſ:d but narrow- 

ly: that a Prince of our time had 

Pot. caulcd a Pcrſon of Quality to 
C 4 
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guid feemi- 
ra poſſit. 
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bc thrown out of the Windows ot his 
Palace. The Order which he had given 
to his Servants had been put in execu- 
tion, if a friend of this unhappy Vi- 
dim,(ceing him enter into the Court, 
had not ran to him,and prevented him 
from going up into the Salle , where 
they expected him. Thofe who have 
had experience of this Paſhon, know 
with what tyranny it domineers over 
the heart of a Lover. It is a fury 


which ſuffers no other thoughts but. 
thoſe of revenge to remain in the. 


minds of ſuch as it poſſeſſes 3 and 


foraſmach. as it is not ſubjx& to 


Counſel or Reaſon, we ought to fear. 


and avoid all the occalions which 
may create it, But if the Covrtier 
be not complaiſant to this Miſtris, 
or that ſhe unhappily has an avertion 
to him, ſhe will do him ſuch bad 
offices, that firlt or laſt they will de- 
prive him of his Maitcrs triend(hip. 
Theſe two dangers may be avoided 
by a little diſcretion, clpccially it we 
will not voluntari'y thruſt our ho- 
gers into the firez he may (how her 
that defercnce and civility , that 
ſeem affeRionated to her 1nterefts, 
without ever rcally engaging bim- 

{clt 
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(c|t therein 3 and he ought to enter- 


tain hcr on no other ſubjeR, but the- 
Pallion and Grandeur of her Lover. 
It it happens that the Prince ſhould: 
{p:ak to hign concerning it, he ought: 


to praiſe his Miſtris with great cau- 
tion, and in (uch terms as may. a lit= 
tle flatter his Love , but not give 
him cauſe to (uſpect that he is ena- 
imour'd on ker. It he managcs dil- 


crectly- his Conduct in this as well” 


25 in his other Aftairs, he advances 
himſclt cxtreamly in the cſteem and 


iavour of his Malicr z becauſe he' 


gives him ſuſkcient evidence of his 
RefſpeA, his Aﬀtction, and his Abi- 


litics which oblige his Milter to 


di(cloſe his minde,agd make him the 
confident ot his morc important Se- 
crets. *Ti1s then he may hope for any 
thing 5 forthe Prince being lo far en- 


 gaged, cannot diſpenie with the not 


conterring on-him the princ'pal char» 
gcs of his Houſhold and Kingdom. 
When he has arrived to this hight, 


he may-call himſclt happy. The - 
Court has this property, that ſhe ne-- 
ver delitts doing of good, when the - 
has once brgun. Her fix(t Favour 

| C5 Uraws - 
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draws on the (ſecond,and at laſt ſhe is 
not contented with making us rich, 
but” gives us the power of (ctthng 
our triends likewiſe in an Eſtate of 
enriching themſc]ves. 


— = — 
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CHAP. VI. 


That great Fortune oftentimes 
blinds the Favourite. 


Pars rhim JS IN this Caſe that a Courtier 
Senſus in ought to unite all the Forces 
182 Forts- of his Judgement : Great Proſpe- 
—_ rity often dilorders the brains of ma- 
virtytis eff NY,whom an ordinary Fortune would 
cum felici- have render'd wile. The joy he con- 
tate lucta- ceives from being careſſed by the 


Flee Prince and adored by the whole 


| | 24 feli> Court, does frequently infect his 


citate nos Soul with a preſumption as inſup= 
1x7. Av8- portable to others, as unjuſt to him- 
| po debaby telf : it cauſcs him to teel the ſweet- 
| | neſs of becoming fupcriour to-thole 
who were formerly his equals, and 

makes him like the Aſs in the Fable 

who canmi'd the Goddeſs upon his 

back 
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back , and aſcrib'd to himlelt the 
Incenſe which was burnt before her. 
Thetcfore he ought to conlider that 
hc is ſcated upon a Pyramide which 
has but one point fo ſuſtain him : 
that all his Friends which fill his an- 
ti-chamber, and even thoſe whom he 
admits into his cloſet, are weak (up- 
purters of his eſtabliſhment ; That (#% ſuer's 
thole who court him with ſo much Py 
caracſincſs during his favour, are Tea- þ,; amices ; 
dy to forſake him ſo ſoon as he falls Tempora / 
into diſgrace : That this Troop of [#/1%t nw 
hungry Courticrs ſeek nothing but _ Parr, 
their private Intereſt, and being CS | ; 
Icvatcd far above them by the Prin» 
ccs goodnel(s, he cannot expect from 
thcm a true and finccre - friendſhip z 
the e{cnce of which 15 the uniting 
together of men who have ſome 1e- 
lation or ſome cquality among thcm- 
ſ{clvess His Advancement refcm- 
bles the growth of lofty Trees,which 
calting a great ſhaddow , hiuder 
young Plants from cncreafing ; It 
creatcs envy in the Grandees, and 
delpair among his Equals. The 
Frinces tavour is the only prop of his 
telicit; 3 but who can think himſelf 

[c- 
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ſecure upon ſo uncertain a Founda» 
tion? Princes are men like our 
ſelves3 and was there ever any one 
found to continue always of the ſame 
minde ? it is impoſſible it ſhould be 
fo, unleſs we could ſtop the motions 
of Nature, which acts without cca- 
ſing upon the matters which aze 
ſubjCt to it 3 and this Action docs 
necelarily-infer her inconttancy. The 
Pleaſures aud Wiſhes of our Infancy 
have no reſcmblance with thoſe of 
our Youth; thoſe of our Youth arc 
very difterent from thoſe of our 
middle Age, and theſe laſt trom thoſe 
ot our old Age, There is no minde 
{o regulated, that does not ſometime 
change its conduct : And thuſe who 
obſerve exactly their temperament, 
muſt acknowledge that they do not 
fhrde themiſclves of the ſame humour 
after dinner as before. Alexander 
loved intirely his Favourite Clytw 3 
yet when he had drank to excels, he 
kill'd him with his own hand. The 
greateſt Fortune of the World de- 
pends on a Sound and a Vapour: A 
Dctamation cunningly infinuated 1n- 
to the minde of the Prince, is ſuſh- 
Clent. 
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a» cient t@ overthrow this huge Stru- 
ur cure; which he looks upon as the 
ne work of his own hands. The Ex- 
ne halations- and vapours of Wine al: 
be cending to the brain,.are of force c- 
NS nough to confound all the Specirs of 
a= imagination, and make him abhor 
{> that which he lov'd before. What: 
cS I affert proceeds from the Univerſal. 
IC cauſe of our Nature, which the Phi- 
Y loſopher terms the Principle of mo- 
f tion and relt, Pleaſures them(ſclves 
C are no pleaſures, but becauſe of theirs 
Ir varicty, thcy change and ſucceed one 
e another. Chiron was weary of bc- 
e ing God ot the Poets, becauſe all 
[- their Sacriftices were of. the fame 
O kinde ; And Polycrates complain'd 


$ that he had been too long happy- 
t Thoſe who are ſubject to violent Paſ+ 

lions, do not remain long, of the ſame: 
r minde 3 commonly they are as calily- 
; inclin'd to hate as to love. Time 
- blots out of our memory the Idea's 
C which our Scnſcs had preſented. for- 
- the torming our Ratiocination and 
\ Paſlions , and thcie 15 no friend({hip 
- fo dear, that a long habit will not 


- | - at lailt render importunate; It is 
« like 
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| fe.Ariſtor, 


like to Flambo's,the Wax 15 tc Caulc 
that the fre takes, and thc tlime Va- 
niſhes when that mattcr 15 confum'd. 
Is Conv.rlation contracts. fricnd- 
ſhips,(o it like wiſediſſolves them. Men 
arc naturally wiary one ot ano: her; 
and this axiomie Is true 1n all rc{pects, 


Ab aſſuttis that Cultorn deltroys Pallion. 
nou fit Pals - 


From hence I make this inference, 
that a Ceurtier ought to look upon 
his condition as wavering and natu- 
1a1|ly un{table, and ufc all the Rules 
of. Prudence to upho'd it ; *Tis by 
obſerving this Rule, that wiſc men 
have buen lfs obnoxious to thoſe 
Accid:nts which arc called Fortune 
for having penctratcd into the caulcs 
of things, thcy prevent thcit-ctects 
by their difcreet management. 


CHaApPr. VILT. 


An Example of a wiſe Favonr- 
zte. | 


N my judgement, Examples are 
not uſelc(s, when conjoyn'd with 
the Maxinxs of Realcn and Policie. 
The 
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i(c BY The Marſhal de Rherz may ſerve for 
on?, to them who knew how he 
d. manag'd his Fortune,and the Favours 
4. B of the King his Maſter. This wife 
Covurtier had always fuch a b. haviour 


a 
”y as plcaſed all people : atrer he had 
<. | advanc'd himlelf, he took delight ro 

" Ml ſerve his Friends 3 but when he beg- 
e, ecd any favour for them, he belcecht = 


n his Majclty to do it in p:1{on, to the 
FOR cnd that they recciving it immedi1- 


's ately trom his hand, might be the. 
y more fcnhibly - cblig'd to acknow- 
n ledge it by tFeir ſervices and their 


o loyalty ; By this means the King 
' was not tmportun'd with his prayers; - 
s and this ſubmiſſion was by ſo much 
p the more acceptable, as it {.cm'd to 
have no other Object but the deſigne 
ot gaining the Peoples aticEtion to 
- his Majeſty , withuut interming}ing 
his own Intereſt, Nevertheleſs, his 
Friends were not lels oblig'd to him, 
k and did not omit the acknowledge- 
ing him to be the Author of thoſe 
Graces they receiv'd from the King. 
, The Acce(s to his Perſon was ever 
ealie , his Humour not moroſe, his 
Countepance ſerene ; and when the 
necel- 


Py 
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Gande aat 
bene adll. 
Si quid &- 
uim placet, 
fs quid dul- 
ce homrnum 
ſenſibus 11- 
flut, dt. 
bentur lept- 
d's omni a 
gratis, ; 


Horat, 


necellity ot Attatrs or private Reatons 
oblig'd him not to grant a Fetition, 
it was with (uch texmis that (ſweet- 
ned the diſcontent of the unſuccet- 
ful. Never man uphcld his kank 
and Dignity with les ariogance, and 
nev.r was conplailance like to his ; 
Thcrefore never was there a Favou- 
ri(c in Fraxce. Icls enviid. It is mol 
&crtain, that Realon and Expericnce 
arc two admirable lights co guide our 
Actions 3 by ther alliftance we may 
with fſatcty pals by all Prccipiccs. 
Eut yet we mult contels , that vur 
Tempcramcnt,and the calincts of our. 
Humou, doextrcamly contribute to 
the rendring us accomplitht. A man 
naturally cholcrick and proud, may. 
appear plcaling and civil by the ct- 
fort of his Reaton 3 but it 15 diſtaltec- 
tul ro keep a continual guard over-' 
himiclt 3 and a very long habit 1s 
requiſite, to ſubdue thole Palkons 
which arc innate, It was not there- 
fore without ground , that the An- 
ticnts ſo 'often faid, ' They might rc- 
joyce that were well born. 

If I might have my choice, I 


wou!d chulc this rich pretent of Na+ 
Turc 


Part l., NOBLEMEN. 


ture betore all the recompenics. of 
Philoſophy. A good Diſpoſition is 
ever peaceable in it (elf, and agreeable 
to others z it performs good without 
conſtraint, and rclifts evil without 
trouble. 


CH apP. VIII. 


The Method of tiving with ow 
Friends at Court. 


hs 


Am very ſenſible that neither the 

I Prudence nor the gifts of natural 
Qualihcations, of which we have 
already treatcd, can promiſe continu- 
al happineſs to a Courtier 3 foraſ- 
much as the Court confifts of divers: 
p rions who aſpire to the ſame For- 
tun. : Whoſe principal ſtudy is, to 
take advantage from one anothers 
Misfortunes. A Favourite will (c]- 
dom tinde a Friend fo faithtul as not 
to ſuccced him, it he thought it lay 
in his power to undermine him. Ca- 
binet-councils are always full of 
Incrigues 3 Fraud and Diſſimulation 
reign there as in their proper Sphere :. 
"tis: 
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Nalli eride 
WNGHam, 


quod tu 
clam fettihs, 
Til, 


"tis here that a wile man hcars much 
and ſpcaks little, by which means h: 
learns the ſecret of the more heed- 
le(s, while he conceals his own trom 
the moſt cautious ; Thcre' is no 
place where confidence is more dit- 
hcult to be choſen, *becauſe here it 
is ordinarily accomr27.y'd with tome 
dangzr, A Trifle in the niouth 
an ingerious man may be: ſo neatly 
diſguis'd, that it (hall be taken tor a 
bulineſs of conſequence. A wile 
man ſhows nothing but his outlide ; 


and it is cerfain, that never-any man 


-Yeveal'd a-Secret: of - importance, - of 


which-he did-not-after wards: repent 
him : for although he recciv*d no 
damage thereby, yet he could never 
free bimſelt trom diſquicr. 

I conceive the anſwer of that Ital 
an very witty,who had publiſh d a Li- 


' bel againſt Pope Sixtw 2 His Holin:1s 


being extreamly offended at it, pro- 
miſed a conliderabic {um to any one 
that (ſhould diſcover the Auther, 
Some days b-1ng patt without hear- 
ing any news thercot, * they tound 
thele words written at the bottom ot 
the Palquil, Nol ſapray Santiſſtmo 


P a: ſth 
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S$ ne Padre 3 quando lo fect era ſolo < which 
£4-N} i5 fo ſay, Moſt Ho!y Father you ſpall : 
rom | #*ver know it > when I made it,I was a- 


lone, Palingenius lays, that thole Serprr a- 


dig. j who” are lo ready to diſcloſe their _— 
minds, are moſt commonly weak and ,,-?, pot 


bh heedlcts, and chat WC ought to con- qyg, u ir 
| of  {14cr our preſent Friend as our tuture _ poſe 
atly Enemy. But tor my part, 4 do not =o je 
r a | ?pproveof this relerv<dnels 3 tricud- Paling. 
viſe | fp 4<mands ſomething more free : 
le; 24d to fiade ſome qualihication tor 
| this Opinion , I conceive that we 
= ought not to impart thoſe things that 
- of may prejudice our concerns When 
MY diſcorsred, and not bench” our. 
7s Friends when they know them 5 To 
do otherwiſe, is in my Opinion ra- 
nr ther a mark of Imprudence, than a 
FL tcltimony of Friendſhip. . We do 
* not perceive that we (atishc our own 
*5 natural Levity, much more thanour. 
_ Friend : It 1s (uffcient for us to do 
. . every thing that may be advantage- 
fol ous for his Intercttz foraſmuch as 
4 thereby we run a great Rilque of be- 
ic ing repaid with ingratitude, without 
ng expoling our ſclves further to -. his 
e; taiſhood, It he be exempt from 


thele 
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theſe Vices which are to bz miſtrultcd, 
our reſervedne(s does not. diminifh 
our friendſhip ; and' if he at: ary 
time abandons himſelf to this tira- 
chery, our conduct gives us no' caulc 
of fearing him. 

This manner of living ſeems to 
me the more reaſonable, foraſmuch 
as it ſecures our Intereſt, without 
prejudicing that of our Friends. Pru- 
dence is not inconfiſtent with Free- 
dom, but with levity : we may com» 
fort our ſelves with them about the 
diſafters that have betallen us; take 
their advice in our enterprizcs 3 re- 
joyce with them for the Wealth and 
Honour they have acquired ; intereft 
-our (elves in thes Aﬀairs 3 be always 
complailant 'and good-humour'd to 
them 3 allitt them with our Carcs 
and Moneys; vitit them eat with 
them 3 entruſt them with our Purſe, 
our Papers, the Deeds of our Lands 3 
and even expolc our lives for their 
ſervice» Thele are tokens of Free- 
dom which we mult not deny them, 
ſince we have clicem d them worthy 
of our tricndihip ; Theſc in divers 
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reſpc&ts may be profitable to us both 
But our Secret ought to remain 1n 
our own-h.ads and we are guilty of 
Treat imprudence if we diſclole it,lce> 
Ing it does not concern them. 

True Fricndſhip has more noble 
and dilintcre(s*d toundations; if it 
be pert..Ct, ic relies only upon gene- 
rofity, I ſhould love my Friend 
purcly, becauſe he is amiable, without 
thinking that he will relcaſe me out 
of Priſon it I ſhould be taken Cap- 
tive ; but if he ſhould be fo unfortu- 
nate, I ſhould believe my (elf obliged 
to looſe his Fettcrs. I ought not to 

palider him as one that will furniſh 
ne with money to pay my dehts, 
although I ſhould devote my whole 
fortune to his ſervice. It 1 take 
the Counter-part,it is my ſelf I love, 
and not my friend. Ariftotle lays 
that the Friendſhip that accommo- 


Amicitia 


UViens, mer= 


dates 1t (elf to the timcs,and to our ratura di- | 
Aﬀairs, ought to be called a Com- (#7. Ari- 


merce or Trade, *T1s after this 
*\bion that tbe Vulgar fort of -pco- 


ſtor. Yul- 
F115 aricee 


oY 


tras utilt- 


}lc love.their Friends 3 their thoughts tate probat, 


Ktict upon no body buc themſelvs 3 


and 
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and as they have no knowledge of | 
Vertue, ſo they have no uſe of it, 

There is only one Intereſt in Friend- 

ſhip, which can conſiſt with genero- 
tity, that is, to wiſh that our Friend 
would love us for a recompence of 
the good aftection we have for him. [| 
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CHAP. IX ; 


How we ought to behave onr 
elves towards our Enemies, 
and thoſe that envy ws. 


T is not very diſhcult to carry our 

ſelves well with our Friends; Na- 
ture 15 our guide herein as well as 
Prudence, but it is otherwiſe among 
our Enemies, and thoſe that envy us. 
The belt means to make theſe de- 
ſpair , is to oppole a. great gcodnels 
againſt them, never to behave our 
{elves arrogantly towards them, and 
even ſometimes to procure favours 
for them : Courteſics do very: often' 
change their hearts. Emulation may 
enter into the Soul of a Perſon of 


Honour, without dcliroying in it the 
Seeds 
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deeds of-Viriue 5- yet-there 15 no-0- 
ther difference between that and En- 
-y, but this : Emulation 1s an ar- 
cnt defire, which is confhned to our 


we Intercit, of becoming as great 
n'Merit and Fortune as others'z but 
nvy has this-particular quality, that 


his deffte products' inns a regret or ' 


ricf for anothers good; which tranſ- 
orts us to undervalic him-as much 
slies in our power. This Vice is a 
1adow. which commonly - follows 
ertuez jt ordinarily withes more 
art- than it does: and he who cn+ 


ertains it; 15 the worſt treated by it." 
,tis4 bad gueſt, who ſets fire 1o his 


wn Lodgings 3and at:laft when he 
annot have his cffe& upon another, 

e deſtroys himſelt. 

'The other Enemies are much more 
0 be feared, of which there are twc 
orts 3 open and hidden. 

The hrit we ought to repulle with 
enciofty , .thcey having no more 
riviledge to attack us, than we to 
etend our (clves. The Precepts 

hich incline us to be patient, have 
ot bound our hands to l=t'our ſelves 
E inſulted -on ; Nature teaches us to 


de- 


en. 
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Nec mferve, 
vec perpett. 
Suction. 


detcnd our lives, and Kealon to pres 
ſerve our honour, 41 cſtecm this Ma- 
xime worthy of .Ceſar's Gallantry ; 
Neither to give an affront, nor take 
one.. A man of Courage has no 
need of Rules in this caſe, he is only 
to conſult his\xeſcentment to do his 
duty : if he loves his Honour, he will 
never fuffer it to be hurt without 
ſatisfaRion 3 *tis a place that is very 
tender among Perſons of Quality: 
if it be coce woundcd, it 15 no cake 
matter to heal it again ; To be guil- 
ty of one weakuels is (uffcient to 
Jooſe it, and a hundred worthy aci- 
ons can hardly regain it. Without 
doubt there can be no-body more 
miſcrable than a Courtier who has 
commuted .au. ignoble a& ; It any 
one ſhould chance to be fo unhappy, | 
would adviſe him to hide his Cowar- 
dife under a Gown or a Surplice. 
Valour is a Virtue fo abſolutely re- 
quilite for a Gentleman, that without 
it he cannot boaſt of any good quali- 
ty.;. the way to ſerve himſclt of it 
advantagcoully, is never to make ule 
of. any artifice 1n Quarrels 3 to be- 
have himſelt ſo gallanily, that his 

CON» 
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Couictcnce May not reproach tm of 
having becn poſſelt with a fear of en+ 

aging 3 not to be too curious in the 
choice ot Weapons, and to be tully 
perſwaded that it is not enough to be 

valiant in appcarance, but to be ſoin 
reality : There are none ſo<quitabl e Sf4? contrs 
Judges of our thoughts as our ſelves pharcen = 
if we are well (atish'd of our own 1; js ou ; 
courage, our Enemies will 'foon &- rem. Per- 
nough pcrceive it. True Valour isa (eus, 
Fire, -Huffing is nothing elſe but 

Smoak : This diſplcaſes all people, 

that is ever grateful to Perſons of 
Honour , eſpecially if it enterpriſes 

nothing without juſt cauſe. Juſtice 

has this property, ſhe infallibly pla» 

ces good men on her fide 3 and it 

ſhe cannot always give them good 
ſucceſs, ſhe never retuſes them the 

Credit and Reputation they have 
deſerved. 

I have affirmed, that as we ought pee of wy 
not to give an attront, {0 we mult trſimavite 
have a care not to put up one : It the ©#f9d1a,xt- 
diſpute does oblige us to tight, we gonew 
ſhould obſcrve to put our antagoniſt 5 
on the wortt ground 3 for when we 
have already had the fatistaCtion to 

D IC- 
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repulle the 1njury, we then keep him 
in play with his own weapons : And 
it the Aﬀair be acccmmodatcd with» 
out a Duel, he has no cauſe to laugh 
at his Proceeding. For my part, | 
had rather beg. a thouſand pardons 
for having given one box on the ear, 
than ſce my enemy proſirate at my 
fect if I had taken it. It is more 
ealie to profer excules, than to ſuffer 
blows; and in this caſe the Agent 1s 
always to be preterr'd before the Pa: 
Uent, 


CHAP:X 
How we ſhould ſupplant our hid- 


den Enemies. 


27 which I have ſpoken con- 
cerning open Encmies, is too 
obvious to all common Senſe, that it 
is not r(quilite to inlarge my Dil- 
courſe : But the Courticr ought to 
employ all his cunning in fupplan- 
ting hidden, Encmues ; *Tis in this 
calc he ſhould multer up all the For- 

C5 
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ccs of tubtle Policic 3 and foraſauch 
as they attack us after a ſirange man» 
ner , we muſt uſe an extraordinary 
diligence to defend our ſelves. Their 
Weapons are Artihice and treachery 3 
Theſe are the two Serpents lying 
pcrdu urder the flowers 3 the main 
point is to diſcover them for to a- 
void them; but as it is a difkcult mat- 
ter to diſcern them , they are fo 
much the more to be feared. ' The 
Italians fay, Nox e fierone mico, cbi 
nou ſa fingere Pamico, He is no ter- 
ible Enemy, who cannot counterfeit 
the Friend, The Fable of the Satyr 
is very ingemouſly invented , who 
retired himſelf trom the Socicty of 
men, becauſe he perceiv'd from their 
mouths proceeded both hot and cold. 
Without diflembling, it is no ealic 
matter to diſtinguiſh them ; there is 
nothing comes {o neer a goodFriend, 
as an othcious flatterery the one and 
the other take the ſame courſe to ob- 
tain our favour, and differ not but in 
their intentions ; Both make us 
Compliments, offer us their Services, 
and aflure us of their Fidelity 3 and 
We cannot diſcern them betcr2 we 
D- 2 bring 
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brivg them to the couch , as good 

Gold trom bad ; But we are ſentiblc 

of it too late, if we -wait until thy 

declare themfelves againſt us by a 
treacherous ation : Our Prudence 

ought to prevent that, by a timely 
diſcovery 3the belt mcans to do which, 

EW 15 to cxamine the Conduct of thoſe 
wirtzs boj WRO Court us, and (cek our friend- 
copnoſcere ſhip : if they are clteem'd honett per-, 
malos,0 f(ons,they are not much to be teared 3 
porn but it they. have lived as libertines, 
Gregor. 1. and their avarice and ambition made 
3. Moral: them remarkable, they are to be en- 
tertain'd with great circum{peQion. 

It is good to give them Compliment 

for Compliment, and by a cunning 

and ingenious Difſimulation alluse 

them into the Snares they have ſet 

for us. The Italians advile us.,it we 

ſhould ſee our Enemy in the water 

up to the middle, to help him out, 

ſeeing he is in a condition of ſaving 

himſclf without our aſſittance 5 but it 

he ſhould be up to the chin, to ſet our 

foot upon his hcad and drown him, 

-It is very hard to be always masked 3 

the Hatred of our Enemics exhales 
perpetually tome tmoak, though ne- 

ver 
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ver (o little; it we have a ſedate and 
pcaceable minde , we fee more di» 
ftintly than he that is clouded with 
Pallion 3 and it will be more cahie for 
us fo diſcover him, than for him to 
conceal himſclf. Mauchiavel lays,that 
that which cauſes great delignes to 
be abortive, is, that there arc very 
few perfectly good , or altogether 
bad. The property of our Nature 
15, not to run into extreams without 
paſſing through the Mediums. The 
uncertainty of our Judgment keeps 
us always floating betwixt Hope 
and Fear. We deliberate much, and 
execute little. Hatred and Intereſt 
inſpire a malice into the wicked to 
do evil, which does not always pro» |_ . 

ceed fo far as execution 3 the turns 9:3" fluke 
which it makes, alarms us, and puts 74 «/f ver- 
us into a poſture of defence. Palin: ** 99% 

E : irritant pge 
genizs counſels us not to threaten our ;,y;oy , 
Enc.mics when they are diſcovered, Di/imulat 
but to diſſemble our reſentment un- Pr«dens,for- 
tl a tair occafion prelents it (elf of pate 
ruining them. Cpportung 

I am very ſenſible that theſe Pre- ares facien- 
cepts arc not too Chriſtian-hke, for- 44 virili- | 
almuch as it is very difficult to re- 7; 444 * 
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concile the Maximes of the World, 
and the Court with che Principles of 
Abreget [e- our Religion, *Tis in my Opinion 
metiplum, | for this reaſon that Jeſus Chriſt com- 


tollat cru- : 
_ "coed manded thoſe that ſought his Glory 


& ſequatur 
Pe. 


and aſpired to his perfection, to for- 
ſake all for his love, and to carry 
nothing but their own Croſſes, when 
they followed him. For trucly if we 
hope for all Felicities in the other 
World, we ought not to pretend to 
great Mattefs in this. I do not ad- 
mire that the Saints are always af- 
flictcd, ſeeing they hold for a Ma- 
xime to ſuffer patiently all outrage- 
ous inſults that are offered them : and 
foraſmuch as they do not aim at 
earthly poſicſſtons,they do not greatly 
trouble themleclves to preſerve them ; 
And their moſt fervent Paflion bein 
to arrive at Heaven, they ever bleſs 
the hand which ſhortens their Jour- 
ney- I admire indeed their Vertue, 
and would willingly be able to imi- 
tate it, This Treatiſe is not wiitten 
' for their inſtruction 3 I treat only of 
: a Conduct purely Humane and M»- 
ral, which may prevent thoſe ordi- 
nary Laplcs, into which 1ndifcretion 
cticn 
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vftcn precipitates us. I ſhould eſteem 

the ſtate of Gallant and Accom- Perdzdit 

plſht men too happy , it nothing rag; 

more were requitite, than to oppoſe —_ 

Virtue againſt Vice to deftroy it : [ex gmys 

but alas, Virtue does not extend its pairictdas, 

E (hcacie fo far, as to have av influ- CyPrianus | 

cnce on our Enemics. Our Integri- ® ION 

ty does not render them leſs wicked 3 

nor our good deeds make them more 

juſt to us. Their hatred and their 

malice are impediments, which we 

are obliged to remove, or renounce 

all our pretences to Fortune and an 

eſtabliſhment. As our Religion dots 

rot permit us to hate them, ſo it docs 

not expoſe us to their fury ; if they 

do us an injury, they cranſgrc(s3 ard: 

it we rtpulſe 1t without malice, we 

CO a Juli action, But encn may tc)1 

me, we ought not to be Judge and 

Party 10 our own Concerns ; I ac- _, 

Lowicdge It 5 but it does not al- 

ways hoia 2<09, for thire Arc ſome 

wicked Actions wich are not fub- 

ject to the rigour or {tie Laws. 

Tho of cur hidden Enemies a7 0% 

this number, and I conccive them to 

be {0 much the mcre dangerous, as 
bk 4; they 


, 
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they are conceal'd , ard their effects 

the more to be ftear'd, the le(s they 

are manifeſt. So that in this Cafe 

where ſha]l we demand Juſtice ? and 

what accuſation ſhall we frame a- 

gainſt thoſe real Crimes which we 

; Cannot prove ?* My Enemy will 

ſpread falſe reports againſt me 3 he 

will ſurprize the underſtanding of 

my Maſter by his artificez he will 

deſtroy all the eſteem he has for me 

he will never viſit me but as a Spy 

he will kiſs my hand which he would 

cut off, and will not embrace mc 

but to ſuffocate me more ſecurely ; 

His evil intentions are covered with 

a vail, which hides them from the 

fight of all people. But if at laſt I 
perceive his guile, as being chicfly 

Jn yo concern'd, and aftcr that ſhould re- 
9 fuz main as quiet as a ſheep, without 
or comme- ſecking my own defenſe, ſhould I not 
wetur ad be accounted a' fool or a wretch ? 
4h The final Cauſe of. our Actions is 
dof. that which determines them 3 that 
is, which renders them good or evil : 

and we judge it to be {© much the 

more puniſhable , as its cftcets are 
perillous.. Fox example, 1t my + 

X pcny 
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me out of my Houſe, all the World 


will agree that he. ought to be cha= 
ti12*'d, and give me latisfacion for - 


ny damage 3 And 1t at Court by 


his wiles he ſicals from me the good - 


will -of the Prince -whom I ſerve, 
he deprives me of all the advantages 
of his favour, which are of greater 


valuc to me than my Purſe or my ; 


Ho.ſe. It he excited only by the 
capriciouſncls of his bad humour, 


attacks my Repute , Will it not be - 
Jawtul tor me to do my (elf that Jus - 


tice which 1 can demand of -no- 


boly llc? My Rcligion prohibits * 
me to hate-my N. ighbour, bat it- 
permits me to love my proper Inte- - 
rt, which I eannot maintain but by , 
rcpuiting fuch as oppole it. 1 may - 


th-rutore conclude that 1 ought -to 


dtcud my felt, and-may be Judge in : 


my own Cauſc. My duty as a Chri- 


fiian is, not to act out of aprinciple _. 
of hatred, and ncver {Oo procure - 
mitchiet to any perlon, if there -res- 
mins, any other way of preventing 
that whici be has Ficparcd tor Mice - 


The -Holy Scripture blames not 
D-5 Mars 


nemy ſhould take my Pulſe, or drive - 
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Mardochews tor having lcen Haman 
hanged on the ſame Gibber, that 
Haman had caus'd to be (ct up for 
him. We ought toloye our Neigh- 
bour , but this love is not ordain'd 
for our deſtruction ; we are to our 
{elves our neerett Neighbours 3 and 
the ſame Jaw which forbids us to de- 
ſtroy our life by our own hands, ob- 
liges us to preſerve it agannli the vi- 
olence of our Enemics, Thc(c Rea- 
ons being well examin'd, men can- 
not condenin thele Maximes, which 
at firſt fight ſeem too Jicentious, f(ce- 
ing they derive their Power and Ju- 
ſiice trom an abſolute; neccllity, It, 
our hidden Enemics had right of do- 
ing evcry thing without rclirainc, 
the more wicked would put on Re- 
ligious habits, to cxercile their unju- 
ſtice with greater cal(e and freedom : 
but if their wicked contrivances a- 
waken our Prudence , and that ic 
clearly diſcovers to us their malicious 
intentions, who can blame us for en- 
deavouring to prevent them ? 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XI. 


That we ought to have private 
Friends, and how we ſhould 
Leware of men in Holy Or- 


ders. 


T7 principal Effort which che 
addrc{s of a Courtier ought to 
make, is to render himlelt Malt.r of 
the Prince's ear, and to get faithful 
{rizads, that may truely inform him 
ot all that is ſpoken againſt his In» 
terelt in his ablence. AS it is very 
dangerous to have ſecret Enemies, 
{0 1t is very uſetul/ to have private 
and unkoown Friends ; 2{:n are not 
ſo reſ.rv<d in {pzaking betore them 3 
they will wito greater facility pump-- 
out the Secrets ot,others : By the 
liverty thcy take of cenſuring the 
Favourite, thr:y will diſcover every 
onc's inclinations, by*which means - 
the Favourite may take jult mea- 
ſurcs of what hz ought to practice 
or avoid. - -This kinde of Fricr.d{hip- 
1s ſeldom found among thole of any 
great Rank -at Courts tor to {pea 

trucly 
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trucly they very much | reſt mble ho» 
neſt Spies : *Tis oftcner mee Withal 
among private perſons, who have 
more Wit than Fortwne, and men 
muſt be bountiful, and open their 
purlcs to. this ſort .of./pcople 3 for 
Experience teaches us, that no money 
is ſo advantageouſly employ'd , as 
when they chuſe diſcreetly oa whom 
to beſtow it. This Age has ſeen a 
grand Minilter admired by all, a moſt 
Exact oblcrver of this Maxime, 
which evcr ſucceeded well to him. 
Dehignes -of importance are. like. to 
Mines, which become : ineffectual 
when once diſcovercd. 

But it a Courtier judges that the/ 
Cabal and Intrigues of his Enemies 
are too dithcult to. (ultain, and that 
he miltruſts his own addre(s ot pre» 
venting thcm,I dg not diſapprove his 
pulling off the masks from their faces, 
and declaring himſelf |openly their 
Enemy. By his means he dcltroys 
or at leaſt diminiſhes the Faith which 
the Prince might otherwiſe give to 
their impoſture; and afirr this he 
hearkens to them but | as intereſſed 
partics, who carry rather Revenge in, 
their. hearts, than Trath in their 
mouths. . 
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mouths. Moreover , the Courticr 
ſhows that he does not fear thum by 
taking the liberty to decry them at 
| Court, and make their Malice-appear - 
| betore the World, by which he alfo 
juſtihes and contiums his own inno- 
| ccnce in the Opinion of his Maltcr. 
This proceeding is always advan» 
tagcous, when manag'd with diſcre- 
tion 3 and for my part, I1 had rather. 
follow it , and run the hazard of 
what may happen, than to perplcx . 
my minde with fo many circum- 
{pc&tions, which cannot bue be trou- 
blcſure to a Mai ot Courage ; tor 
I-ctteem- it more glorious tO wage 
/ © War as a Lion, than as a Fox. I 
look upon a Courtier to be 1na great 
perplcxity, that reckons Piictts and 
Womcn among. his: ſecret Friends ; 
This laſt remedy is nor convenient 
for him , and ſuch a Gallantry of 
ſpirit 1s unſeaſonable. Theſe are 
dced a fort of flies, which although 
not of great force, are very impor- 
tuning. Princ.s Cabinets are hilled 
with them and I hold him a pru- 
dent and diſcreet man, who can win 
lixm. to his pax'y; in vurder to 
* which . 


0 
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which, it is requitite/to ufe comp als 
ſance, (weetnels, and ſometimes 11> 
bcrality. It the Court be devour, 
he multi beware oft Men in Orders 
the weakneſs of theſe people 15 nut 
Icls to be tcarcd, than the malice of 
others: Thcy arc comn:only pol: it 
with chymcrical fancics 3 they think 
they have authority to judge the 
wholc world, when once initiated in 
the ho'y Rights z-and imzgining to 
render themlclves acceptable to God 
in rcforniing mens manners , they 
du malt raſhly and un wo: chi'y decry 
the n:Golt Gallant &« accon:pl:tht cn 
upon the firti r-port, which a Purita- 
nicai Hypociite niakes them, This has 
no necd of farther 1}Jultrati:n, there 
being tew who have not had ſom: ©x- 
pericuce hereof : the [bi precaution 
1s, to be reſerved in our ditcourle, to 
have a probity not tictitious or at- 
tcctcd, to pcr{wade our (clves {trong- 
ly that it is more advantageo.s to 
be an honeſt man in [reality than in 
appearance. Dilſguilts may tfome- 
times contribute to deliver us out of 
a bad paſs , but certainly it 1s a great 


toily to build our-conduct upon fo 
. lil 
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1'l a tourdation. , Lying 1s always 
eak of it lelt, and there 15 no con» 
trivance or addr-{5 that can maintain 


ir long. Cloath an Ap? like a Pre> Vaturan 


ſident, he cannot fortake his apith P45 
furca licen, 


tricks: At hilt or laſt we appear \,,,,.,,: 
to be ſuch as we are. A man of vo, —— 
Senle tindes out fo many Reaſons Juvenal. 
which oblige him to embrace Vertue, 
that it is eatie to him to reſolve : aud 
though the interelt of his Advance- 
ment and Salvation did not engage 
him, he would do it out of the con- 
fideration of his Eſteem and Repu- 
tation. No-body takes plcaſure ir 
being accounted wicked 3 the moſt 
impious could never tutter that we 
(hould upbraid them with their 
Crimes 3 and although they commit 
them with little remorſc, yet thcy 
are enraged when once diſcovered; 
The reaſon is, that we naturally 
love Glory, which is as eſſential to 
our Soul as motion 3 this js the cauſe 
that we can nevcr looſe jt without 
extreme regret. Thus we ce, that 
coutempt does not lcfs torment us 
than our tranſgreſſions. From h<nce 
I conclude, that it is more cure and 

INOIC 
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more ealie to advance our Fortunes 
' by a real, than by a tcigned Honelty :; 
the tuſt pri,duces of it felt, and withe 
out conltraint, the cth.&ts we dclirc 
the latter is cver accompani'd with 
diflquict and hazards, Vertue has 
this property, that jt permits us to- 
cpjoy a tranquillity of minde, which 
Mer pal- detends us againit thoſe Fears , to 
Peng aſſi= which the wicked arc continually &x- 
en Fneoc polcd. One who has a tiuc (cnle 
= "ny of our Relip'on, does not tear being 
Con/cia brand.d with tie igneminy ot an 
mens redr immpious man 3 his mide 15 not per- 
fame mv- ; ; OT 
dacieiide, PIX With that- multiplicity of m- 
Orid. ſupportable Arguments, which {cry 
only to confound -the Inteilect : tor 
to ſolve all thc objections, we need 
only call to minde, that Keaſun alone» 
is (o btinde, rhat it docs not know: 
it (elf; and fo extravagant, that it 
1s only fit-'to torm. chuimera's to 
' ditturb its own ' repoles Without. 
diſſcemblivg, I fnde that Faith 15 nog 
Icts ulctul to the peace of our Minde, 
than neceſlary to our. Salvation t 
Whcn we are (uthcicntly fatish'd - 
there , it delivers us out of many 
Perplcxitics ; ; We have-then nothing, 
, MOIs$;- 
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more to do, but to tollow it !'O arrive 
at Happineſs 3 for as it aſſures us of 
the rewards of. the other Life, it 
ſhows us the way to deſerve them: 
It we take it rightly, Dcvotion cons 


tains nothing coatrary 'to Gentility; 


but it muſt b: practis'd with judge- 
ment, as all other things ſhould bz, 
Tnc habit of a Capuchin would not 


{x welt 'on a Courtrer. Our Piety- 
ought to be real 'and unfcigned, and. 


herein conlilts the higheſt 'perfeci- 
on : when we do not adjutt it to our 
Profcſlion, it becomes indiſcreet. We 
may lawfully carry the Chalice with 
rich and embroydred habits ;. for to 
be chaſt' and continent , it is- not 
requiſite to ſhun the Socictie of La- 


dies of Quality 3 their approbation 


contributes often to -our good For: 
tune 3 and I- conceive it neceſſary 
fox. an Accompliſht perſon to enjoy 
their Converſation 3 *tis from them 
we learn a good Deportment; they 


inſpire into us-a delire of rendering 


our ſclves complaifant to all people, 
and by conſequence guide us in the 


path to Vertue. A Courticr becomcs _ 


ridiculous,. when. he avoids the di- 
VgL=. 
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vcruilements, ot which the wnole 

Court approves: *tis a {trange means 

of advan-.ing his fortune, to go hcar 

a Sermon, when the Prince gors t0 

a Play: And I ſuppolc he n.akcs his 

addr. flcs very ill, to retire himſclt to 

his Chamber, whcn the Court is 

at a Ball, where his good meen and 

his gentile behaviour night gain him 

both advantage and ciicem. One 

that is thus ſuperſtitiouſly (crupulous, 

ought to quit his pretenticns to a 

Fortune : It 1s a duty incumbci.t on 

him, cither to contorm himicli to 

the Manners of the Court, or not i0 

come at it» He multi think, that he 

is made for the Court, and not the 

Court for him 3.if he tiuds it incon- 

fiſtant with his Piety, he ſhould 

Exeat av change his deligne the Cloifter is un 

ko 20:4  doubtcdly more proper tur the pra- 
ſe pius, _ Vo ©. 

Perl. Ctiſe of his Auljeritics® To be 2 

good Religious man ot any Order, 

It 15 nccef{iry to obſerve exactly its 

Rule and Confitutionss and to be a 

good Courticr, the ſame c::nfcquence 

teaches us to live aficr the mode of 

the Court. As all Prot.ilions have 

* thcir dificrent ends, fo likewiſe there 

are. 
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are divers ways tO arrive at them 
what is advantageous in the one, 1s 
often prejudicial in the other. An 
Oſhcer of an Army would be very 
ill obey*d, if he thould commind his 
his Sou'd:.rs in the fame tone that a 
Fanatick ſays his Prayers. Would 
not alſo a man in holy Orders be 
thought as ridiculous to entertain a 
Lady with gallantry 3 as a Courtier, 
if he ſhould attempt to make exhor- 
tations to her? We have occaſion 
of making uſe of our judgement in 
all the aGions of this lite; Devo- 
tion may have its excels, as well as 
other things, Vertue is never cX+ 
travagant and undetermin'd 3 as be- 
Ing pert, it derives its Rules from 
Mcdiocrity, and to take it rightly, it 


is Medincrity it (elf. Avarice and Su"t cert? 


Prodigalityare two vicious extremes, 
. T . n 
Liberality- the Medium is-a Vertue, ,j,\2>;. 


deaiq FL fr- 


es, Duns 


Cowardile & Raſhnels are two Vices t-2que ne- 


which a Gentleman ſhould always 9: conſi- 
ere vebtums 


avoid z and Valour is a Vertue which /* 


he ſhould always embrace. From 
hence we may inter, that it is as im- 
poll:ible to be a Courtier in a Cloiſter, 
as a Monk in the Court : And to 


Ive. 


— 
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live herc contormably to its Maxine, 
we ought to love our friends with 
Fidclity , and- repalſe our eocmics 
with Diſcrction and Courage. *Tis 
in this cafe a Courticr ought to {crve 
k1mſelf prudently both of his head 
and his handsz to do himfelt ]u- 
{tice as exactly as he does it to others, 
to reſent Injuries as well as Cour- 
telics 3 never to wander out of the 
path of- Equity; to lend his car to 
Advice , and to give himlclf leiſure 
to conſider thereof. - We meet with 
{o few ditintere(s'd Counſellours, that 
it always behoves us to examine 
their- Propolitions. A+ wiſe man 
takes not fire at firſt touch , like 
Powder 3 he underttands too well 


the nature of his Paſſions, to conlult: 


of any. thing with them : but not- 
withitanding his Kealon banith:s 
them from his Counſcl , yet it rc 
cals them + uſefully at Exccution, 
Men deliberate in cold bluud to 
hght a good Duel, but a little com» 
motion is requilite to--pertorm it 


Irs/:imini advantageouſly. The Pialmitt al- 


ep no'rte 
p?004)ts 


lows us Anger, providcd it be not 
accompantn'd .with tin ; I bclicve 
be 
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he incends the ſame likewite of the 
other Paſſions. Nature is better dt- 
rected, than to produce any thing 
that is bad 3 but we bunylers per- 
vert hcer-Works, by the {ottiſh ufc we 
make thereot. 


CHAP. XII. 


Of the Wiſdom and Oeconomy. 


of a young Courtier. 


His default , although -very 
common, -ſeems more 1n ule 
among Men of the Sword , than 
of any. other Profcfſion, 1 know 
-not whether it is from Cultom 
or Neceflity, that we allow them 
more hbcerty than others; For my 
part, I do not diſapprove of a Young 
man's ſhowing khimfſclf ſomewhat 
brick , provid.d he bc not arrogant 
and 1mp:riouss The Wiſdome , 
which does evcry-thing by compals, 
wich afftets a cenforious Gravie- 
ty, which has aiways a trowning 
brow, and wWilch ipcaks not 
but 
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but in monolillables, I:ke K ablais' 
Gray Fryar, is not in my Opinion 
that which becomes a man of the 
Court. This wiſdom, I ay, ought 
not to have ſo much left her as ha 
nails, wherewith the might ſcratch 
and offend her Friends 3 but ſhould 
always appear both agreeable and 
debonaire, and above all, ſuitable to 
the years.of him, who poſſcilcs her; 
For that of young perſons admits of 
nothing ſevere,reccives complailance 
into the rumber of Vertues, and re 
jects neither decency nor any other 
thing which contiib:;tes to the ma- 
king of a good meen: Comlinels has 
great Charms to bewitch hearts 3 we 
can hardly forbear having an incl 
nation {or one that enters into a coms 
pany With a good grace. His Carri- 
age and his Countenance convince 
us of his Merit, and the frecdom 
which appears in his aRQions, that he 
1s a pcrſon of Quality» To know 
how to dreſs himſclt advantageouſly, 
15 not an unprofitable ſcience. A 
Courticr of our time ſaid , that a 
Gent|cman was five enough when 
he was black, new, and ncat ; Aud 
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indeed 1t 15 not always the great ex- 
-nſe, which denotes a Gentleman z 
undoubtedly 1t hasa great luſtre, but 


it is uncalic to make it continue, Ex- 


c:.s are always followed with in- 
COnVEniencies: it 15 better that one 
ſhould make himſelf ordinary Clothes 
often, than rich, and wear them a 
long time. Moreover, his chiet care 
ovght to be, not to aff ſtrange 
faſhions, or any out of the mode. 
The fantalticknels of his habit, gives 
men cauſe to ſulp.ct that of his 
Manncrs. If he is proper in his own 


perion, he will be {o in his equipage 


and rctinue » *Tis his duty to conſult 
his purſe, for to increale cr dimimſh 
itz and 1 would adviſe him rather to 
get many Merits, than a quantity of 
Scryants; the great train of Pages 
and Footmicn , which paſs not the 
Court of the Loxvre, make no great 
noiſe in the Prelence-chamber 3 1t 
becomes only the Lords of Low 
Britaia, who come once or twice in 
their livcs to ſhow their Noſes at 
Court, to be accompani'd like the 
Enibaſladors of the great Mogol ; 
Thc are but wiles co amuſe Citizens 

and 
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and Couniry-mcu. Hc ougiit to 
wear {uch a ..garbas hc can maintain 
a long time, and which may f:cure 
him from the diſgrace of falling in+ 
to Bayliffs clutches. Profuſencſs goes 
never without -Injuſtice and Folly; 
It is not the property of a dilcreet 
man to contract Debts, and not to 
be m a condition to-pay them : If 
he be of this humour, he will hinde 
much to do to ſave his Repute , 
and not paſs for a Cheat, What1 
ſpeak concerning the Equipage, is 
alſo to be underftood of the Table ; 
if he concerns himſelf therewith, he 
15 oblig d to keep a good one. This 
is a way tocxtend his acquaintance, 
but no ſure one to procure friends: 
The greateſt part of thoſe who dine 
with us, come not to oblige us 3 it 
is very much if they forbcar con- 
trowling, the Sawces and the Drink, 
When one keeps 'open houſe , the 
whole Court think they have right 
to fit down at his Table ; This Ga* 
limaufry of men wou'd make me ab- 
hor this kinde of 'Expcnce , which 
dcpiives hinz of his libcriy that makes 
y. There were thiee xich Martyn 

at 
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at Paris, who thought to gain great 
Credit by this means z but they reapt 
no other benefit by their expences, 
than to be called Martyn the cater , 
Marty that's caten, and Marty 
whom men eat : For my part, I look 
upon the firſt as the moſt prudent. 
The pleaſure of good Chear ceales 
to be a pleaſure, ſo ſoon as it is con» 
ſtrain'd. I would very much ap- 
prove of making good Meals, pro- 
vided they were not Ordinaries, free 
toall Comers. ?*Tis cnough that 
a Courticr reſignes to his Maſter 
all his liberty x it is too pretious a 
Jewel to be proſtrated before the 
multitude 3 he ought to husband it 
as well as his Purſe, The Farmers 
of the Crowns Revenues may treat 
at thzir Tables private p:rl[ons out 
ol that which they extort from 
the Publick; and *cis wiſdom to 
make themſelves conſidered for thoſe 
things which they poſſeſs of grea- 
telt value : 'Tis ſufhcient for them 
that men admire their Cooks and 
their Plate for we ſhould not ob- 
lige them by endeavouring to in- 
torm our (clyes of their qualitica- 

E tions, 
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tions, and ſhould be hardly put tot 
to praiſe their worth. This Coun- 
ſel which I'giveto a young Courtier, 
would not be proper for a Minitier 
of State , or a great Lord , whoſe 
Fortunes are already wel] advanced: 

To theſe, a Table is a mark of gran- 
deur , which is not unprofitable; 
for it facilitates the acceſs to their 
perſons, and gives their friends, 
who court them, an opportunity of 
receiving their carefles 3 and ſecing 
they are ſuperiour to their Gueſts, 
they cannot be much importun'd by 
them. It behoves a Courtier to 
know and to conlider , that as there 
is a great difference between him 
that (eeks his fortune, and him that 
has made it 3 ſo their manner of 1i- 
ving onght not to be alike. What 
we do without diſcretion, cannot be 
well done ; Deprive a man ot this 
guide, and you take away the Rud- 
der from the Vellcl, 
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CHAP, XII. 


That Fortune cannot advance 
a Fool. 


Lthough I ſhould acknowledge __ 

A that power of Fortune which of prof 
I wil] \bolith , yet I could maintain ,,q; impte 
with Reaſon, that ſhe cannot Ad» dimentum, 
vance a Fool 3 ſhe may give the Prince St0d» 

a great inclination for him. This is 

a motion of the Soul, the reaſon of 

which is not calle to be comprehen= 

ded, and may puzzle the molt inge= 

nious to reſolve it ; but this Inclina« 

tion will proceed no further , when 

the Prince ſhall perceive what a bad 

choice he has made. Friendthip re=- 
(cmables Fire, it mult be (uppli'd with 

Fuel to ſublitt. Princes underſtand 

they arc our Maſters 3 when they let 

one (tep to deſcend to us, they be- 

licve we ought to make all the reſt to 

alcend to them. Indeed it 1s but rea» 

{onable, that we ſhould do our utmoſt 

to pleale them , who owing us no» 

thing, do out of their own goodnets 


oblige us, It is our Duty to divert 
IS th.m 
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them, and conform our ſelves to 
their humours. For ſeeing they ho- 
nour us with their Favours, it is but 
juſt that we ſhould endeavour to de- 
{ſerve them. 

There are always found at Court 
many fair Counterfeits.z thefe arc 
falſe Diamonds which have the rc- 
ſemblance of true 3 their meen and 
their Birth make us conceive they are 
of ſome valuezand we cannot dilabule 
our (elves before we hear them dil- 


"courſe: by this Socrates would know 


the young Atheniax , who was pre- 
ſented to him to be Inſtruced. There 
1s but little difference between a fair 


Statue, and a man of a good Coun- 


tenance without Wit. 1 would ad- 
viſe the Parents of ſuch as theſe, to 
bring them ſeldom to Court. It is 
ſufficient that the Countrymen know 
that they have once been there 3 the 
ſtay which they make there, (crves 
onely to diſcover their weaknels, and 
make them the Cullics of a company 
of Wits, who loſe no ogcation of 
diverting themſclves at their Clow- 
nithneſs. A little rudenels is pardo- 
nab'e m thoſe poor unhappy Creas 
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tures3 and when it is known that 
their Hands are nimble, mens tongues 
do not run ſo faſt, But theſe are 
not ſubje&ts fit to make a Fortune, 
they want Counſel onely to keep 
them from committing groſs abſur- 
dities in their Country : Civility, 
Generolity, and-Liberality, are tobe 
Inculcated into them. If they be rich, 
a great Retinue is requiſite, that they 
might be attended as ſplendidly as 
great Lords : The generality of 
men being taken more with appear- 
ances than realities z becauſe they 
judge of thoſe things onely which 
make an impreſſion on their Senſes. 
They will give more reſpe& to fine 
Clothes and the retinue of a Noble- 
man, than to his Merit and his Ver- 
tuezy and nothing is worthy of their 
approbation, but Wealth, and a vaſt 
Revenue, Theſe are the Blinde, which 
force the more Prudent to accommo- 
date themſelves to their Blindneſs. 


The enterprize would be Succelleſs, to 


attempt to render them more difcern- 
ing. A man of Wit makes uſe of 
their ſottiſhneſs to his advantage, as 
Phylitians adminiſter Poyſon to ex- 
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pel Difeaſecs. The impertections of 
Natureare not calie to be corrected; 
The Multicude has for ever been ob- 
ſtivate, inconſiant, and ignorant3 and 
ſceing it began ſo with the world it 
felf, and has not hitherto changed, 
there is great probability it will al- 
ways continue the ſame. I have not 
a defigne tocnlarge my (elf upon this 
SubjeR , having nothing to ſay to 
thoſe whom I ſuppoſe not to be at 
Court: If they are not capable of 
any preferment, they have no need of 
Counſel: Thae which they ought 
to take, is toliveat home , and ſuf- 
fer themſelves to be: direGed and go- 
verned by one who may keep them 
from being guilty of ridiculous Ex- 
t1aVagancics, 
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CHaPe. XIV. 


That Marriage contributes to 
our Fortune ; And whether a 
Nobleman ought to prefer 4 
Princeſs before a Lady of his 


own quality. 


T icems teyme not to be ſuthcient 
for a Perlon of Quality who de» 
ligucs to raiſe his Family, to think 
oncly upon the favour of his Maſter, 
and forget al} othes mieans that may 
contribute to his Fortune, I con- 
ceive that his allying himſelf is not to 
be lightly eſteemed , 1f- he conliders 
of what indportance it is to his e- 
ltabliſhment. The Germans want 
no advice in this point, the Laws 
of th:ir Country forbidding them 
to miſ-ally themſelves , viz. That 
in caſe a Count of the Empire ſhould 
elpouſe a Wife beneath his quality, 
Hrs Children muſt loſe their Rank: 
and Digmty. Our France has dit- 
terent Cultomes, which perhaps are 
not better; but as lam no Refor- 
mer.of them, it ſhall ſuface me to 
K 4 draw 
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draw from thence ſome profitable 
, Obſervations. In Marriages ther: 
are three eſſential things to be con- 
ſidcred 3 the Birth, the Perſon , and 

the Wealth. 
I put the Birth in the firſt place, 
becauſe it is of marvelous weight, 
and gives me. occaſion to treat of a 
queſtion which perhaps has nevet 
yet been debated, viz. Whether a 
Great Lord who may pretend to the 
Marriage of a Princels, ought to pre« 
fer her + "h a Lady of his own qua- 
lity ? This Probleme has at fir{t fight 
ſuch a luſtre that dazles our Eyes; 
and without controverſie prevails 
over our opinion 3 we hall meet 
but with very few, who do not fup- 
poſe it tobe too evident to be diſpu- 
ed : they will fay,that the Children 
of a Prince(s, although no Princes, 
have yet ſomewhat more than other 
Gentlemen 3 that their Birth, mak- 
ing them related to thoſe Grandees 
whom the World adores, demands 
ſome reſpet from the Nobility , and 
makes them partakers of their great- 
neſs ; That Princes conlidering them 
as their own Blood, arc ooliged. to 
pro* 
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promote their Interetis at Court and 
-» Ml in the Country, and to procure them 
- the greateſt Charges and the chietho- 
4 nours of the State; that even if they 

ſhould want Natural qulifications, . 
, © y:t Princes would be engaged to do 


as much tor them , by the care they- 


. have of upholding their own Glo-. 
:Þ ry. Men iayadde many other hne - 
; © Hlourithes to adorn this fide of the 
» W Mcdail; but what would appear it- 
. wc (thould turn it, ſeeing all things: 
| arc Problematical ? And if they; 
 & ſhould anſwer, that a Princeſs being, 
not able to make a Prince, ſhe is: 
not able to make a great Lord , it- 
being true Jic ſhould be ſuch by. the- 
oncly Quality of his Father 3. that 
bis Merit joyn'd-to his Birth , will: 
make him to be reſpe&ed by the 
Nobility without the addition of a 
Principality, is onely an crrour 4 as 
allo to believe that Princes as being, 
his Relations do eſpoule his Interct : 
For on the contrary, as being above 
him, they look upon him as unwors 
thy of the honour of- their alliance, 
if he be not inſeparably grafted in»: 
tothcir Fortune and Grandeur ; that 
E 5, their - 
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their Credit is not an infallible way 

for to obtain the greateſt Employs 3 

the Court having this Policy, that 

diſlwades her ſow beſtowing ſuch 

extraordinary favours by the hands 

of Princes, foraſmuch as ſhe makes 

them more Creatures , which ſhe 

raiſes' up/ againſt her own Intercht ;,. 
She knows, that they will receiveRg 

themfelves all the acknowledgen 

and gratitude of thoſ#%, {© 

they have procured ith 

And-that to gratifiey 

canner, 15-to fomg 

and fortifie « 
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have made many conclude, that ſuch 
alliances are more inconvenient than. 
advantageaus for thoſe who :apply: 


themlelves directly to the {ſervice and: 
p:rion of our Kings 3 & that a Famt- 
ly of their own rank may furniſh then $7 vis 19. 
with a wife of leſs appcarance, but of _ ne 
mize ſubſtance for their fortunes. - *** 
in caſe Parents. will not fol- 
is Policie, being charm'd op 
> ' glittering of this 
| zentract their Son to' 
& Merry difficult in: c- 
penſe with the 
cxeſt: of hex 
matters will 
wwil ncvcr 
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cheir Credit is not an infallible way 
for to obtain the greateſt Employs 3 
the Court having this Policy, that 
diſlwades her from beſtowing ſuch 
extraordinary favours by the hands 
of Princes, foraſmuch as ſhe makes 
them more Creatures, which ſhe 
raiſes' up' againſt her own Intercit ; 
She knows, that thcy will receive to 
themfelves all the acknowledgements 
and gratitude of thoſe, for whom 
they have procured theſe Honours : 
And that to gratifie them after this 
manner, 15 to formnent their Ambition, 
arid fortifie their Party : Theretorc 
there muſt be always ſome extraor- 
dinary Violence to ſnatch out of her 
hands favours of ſuch Importance. 
They may alſo add,that theCourt de- 
lights not to oblige -any but her Fa- 
yourites 3 & we f{eldom ſee that Prin- 
ces poſſeſs this Station in the hearts 
of Kings : for if they look upon 
them as their Relations, they can- 
not calily ri& themſclves of the 
(houghts,that they may one day 1c- 
voltzand fo-cannot ſuffer their great- 
neſs, without ſome -reluRtancie and 
diſquict, All theſe contiderations 

bave 
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have made many conclude, that ſuch 


alliances are more inconvenient than 
advantageous for thoſe who apply 


thcmlelves directly to the fervice and 
p*rton oft our Kings 3 & that a Famt- 


ly of their own rank may furniſh them $7 v5 »- 
f bere, ante 
part, 


with a wife of leſs appcarance, but o 
more ſubſtance tor their fortunes. 
But in caſe Parents. will not fol- 
low this Policie, being charm'd or 
diz'led by the' glittering of this 


grandeur , but contract their Son to 


a Frince(s3/ it 1s very difhcult in; c- 
faulting her ,, to diſpenſe with the 
not \eſpouting the Intereſt: of - hex 
Family. The great Minitters will 
always (uſpec him, and: will never 
b- perſwaded that. he can dilingage 
him trom it fairly, and wuth' ſatety: 
And indeed, with what eye can a 
grcat. Lord bchold the ruine of a 
Prince his ncer Relation , without 
concributing. to uphold. his Fortune 
wen it totters? And how can he 
believe that he ſhall not be cruſht un+ 
der its Ruines, it the unhappineſs 
ot - his affairs is ſuch, that it does 
fall? Docs he thiak that the Mini- 
tiers tor-faving himſclt will bave a 

| good 
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good opinion of him? And it he 
be wanting to his Relations in an 
urgent neceflity, how can they rely 
upon his generolity ? Or what rca- 
fon can they have to put any conti- 
dence in the fcrvices of one , who 
could forget his Extraction, and pre- 
fer his private Intereſt, betorc the Ob- 
hgations of Givility, oft Nature, and 
of Bloud? There are no Rules (o 
general,but what admit of ſome cx- 
ceptions: Loyalty is neceſlary, I con- 
fels it > but Generoſity is not prohi- 
bitedz and we know it does not ap- 
pear, but in dithcult times, and on 
perillous occaſions. I ſay, moreover, 
it is ſo much the mote to be eſteeem'd 


in our Enemies, as it is more remote. 


from the ordinary ſentiments of bale 


and. vulgar Souls 3 who have no o- 


ther object, but their Intereſt , and 
who af nothing by the impulſe of 
Vertucalone. Theſe are like to A- 
ſop's Dog 3 they expect to receive 
the recompenſes which are figured 
at that time in the Court, which are 
but ſhadows and ſmoak : ſhe pros 
miſes every thing, to dil-unite thoſe 
that molett her z but no man 15-ina 
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condition of forcing her to keep her 
word : Her negotiations ſeldom fail 
of ſucceſs 3 her end is to ſeparate 
friendſhips , to put a difthdence into 
the parties , and cven to produce ha- 
tred among Relations, when: ſhe 
meets with inconſtant- aud irrefolute 
minds. For my part, I conceive that 
we ought to relfolve betimes, eithicr to 
religne up our ſelves ablolutely to the 
Court, making it a Caſe of Conlct- 
ence and our Duty 3-it bcing truc,that 
the Allegiance we owe to the King, 
renders-his Part the. molt juſt 5 or to 
follow the fortune of the Prince; to 
whom we are related; let what will 
happen. Things were never (o long 


time calm among us, that we are not. 


forc'd ſometimes to diſcover our. 
ſcIves, and to conceal our ſelves again 
in our Burrows like Foxes. Thoſe 
who promiſe noting *obl:ge no bo=- 
dy 3 and they who promiſe every 
thing, are oblig; d to hold thr words 
A perſon of Quality ſhould be al- 
ways undaunted, and nevi (how the 
kealt tear ; His Courage ought to be 
greater than his Fortune 3, and it is 
not then a time to. deliberate, when 


that to cxccute is at hand. CH AP.. 
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CHAP. XV. 


Whether it be requiſite to be in 
Love, for to be Married. 


Frer the Birth of a Miſtris, her 

A Perfon .1s the nexc thing, to be 
confidered betore Marriage , 4ccing 
this Sacrament 15 an indillolvabic 
Bond, I cttcem that man abſolutely 
happy, who c{pouſes a Lady of a hand- 
{yme Bedy and a good di{polition, 
I ſhould. hardly condetcend to the 0: 
pinion of thoſe who maintiin y-that 
Love 1s not requiſite tor the driving 
a bargain of ſuch Importance 3 bc- 
cauſc, (ay thty , the queſtion bing 
concerning the eftabliſhment of cur 
Fortune and repote , 1t 15 'dangerous 
to liflen to a violent- paſſion, which 
Fyrannizes Over us, and blinds us at 
the ſame time 3 that bring an encmy 
to Wiſdom,cannot gave us very found 
Counſcls, nor affurc us ot pleatures 
as laſting as the continuance. of our 
Marriage ,- foralmuch :as it 1$ £x+ 
tinguiſhe in the enjoyment 3 and cx» 
p<ricnce teaches us, that Pofitfiion, 
Ju 
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Time, and Uſe, diminiſh the value 
of things which are the moſt excel- 
lent in our Imagination. They adde, 

' i that every one now conſpires to free 
bimſelf of this Paſſion, ſeeing ycars de- 
face the Beauty which we adore 3 and: 

1 © ſuch a one Courted a *'Miſtris as fair 

x © as an Angel, and as wile as a Saint, 

z who tindes himſelf burthen'd: with: 


"+. ' 


c WW a Wife as Ugly as the Devil , and as Forma bo-- _ 

y I mad as Beffot Bedlam. From hence 7" f agile 

- W they conclude , that the cuſtom is el, «ara? 
| : Mq; ac- 

1. W well grounded , which leaves the ,42;; as 

)* WW choice and approbation of our Mar- arnos fit 

it W riages to our Parents and*Futours, #7297 ,0 

8 I who confidering onely the Intereſt of on 

;» MW our Fortune and our Happineſs, 4 Ovid 

$ WW judge thereof ſo much the more 

ir WW ſoundly, as they are lefs tranfported 

s WW by the Paſhon ot Love. - 

N But to Anſwer to theſe Reaſons 3 

it WW 1s there any thing more Tyrannica), 

y WW than to (hare all the moments of our 

d I Life, all our Troubles, and alt our 

S I Pleaſures, with a perfon, who is un- 

nr © known, and even indifferent to us» 

+ BW H it be true: that Enjoyment ex» 

+ If ringuiſhcs Love ,-might we not in- 

n; W ir, char the ſame Enjoyment will 

- | change 
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change our indifference into hatred 
and this lati Pafſion will precipitate 
us into a gult of Griets and Di{plea- 
ſures? That having eſpouſed one, 
without having before ſeen her but 
with the cycs of another, ſhe will 
not app-ar to-us agreeable 3 and ha- 
ving not known hr but by the re- 


rt of our Parents, we abandon 


our (elves as ho::d-winkt to her croſs 
humours, and pcrhaps to ſemething. 
worle. To be dealt withal after this 
manner, 45 to bc.canii'd toa Priſon, 
wet loads us with Chains,ftrom which 


we can never be rcleagd,out by Dcath.. 


K is not reaſonable that our Will, 
ſo neccflary in Matrimony., ſho.Jld 
be forced by the choice and autho- 
rity of our Paxents 3 (ecing, ut is (0 
tree by. Nature, that the moft cruel 
Tyrants in the World have not the 
power (0 violate its freedom. Sup- 
poſe , that a fair Lady ſhould m a 
ſhore time looſe her Charms, aud be- 
come a very homely Woman 3 we 
are well aflured that a hcm.ly Lady: 
will never grow handſom after ſhe 
15 marri'd 3 .and hex malice will ras 
ther encreaſc than-diminiſh, But: 

| this 
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this Queſtion. being a Problem, 
which may be equally diſputed on 
both ſides, it will be more proper for 
me to ſuſpend my judgement, than 
abſolutely determine ir. The firſt 
Opinion {cems to me the more ſolid 
for the eſtabliſhment of our Fortune, 
but the more dangerous for our Con-_ 
rent3 and for the laſt, if it offers 
leſs Wealth, it profniſcs more Plea» 
ſure and SatisfaQion: 


em — 


CHAP. XVI. 


Whether Money ought to be pre- 
fer d before Birth. 


Ealth is the laſt circumſtance 
which is to be examined in 

our Marriage 3 we diſpute not of 
the quantity, for no body can deny. 
but the greatelt is moſt to be defired : 
bat I conceive the quality thereof 
ought to be conſidered. I am not 
of the- Emperour Veſpatian's Opi- 
nion, who ſaid that the money 
which he raked out of excrements, 
had as good a favour as that which 


came from Fruits and Flowers. 
It 


mo. 
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Tafillata 


 Patris vit- 


ts tibi, 


ff fortes cre- 


1 
IK 
| 
|= progenerant 


' ontur forts» 


bus, Hor, 


It we rcccive into our alliance a 
Maid ot a low extraction , bccaulc 
ſhe brings much Moncy 3 we ought 
continually to ix our Eyes upon het 
Purſe, and nevcr cali them upon her 
Family. Alliances of this {ort arg 
not to be contract.d , but whcn our 
Lands are Mortgaged, and our Hous 
lcs belet with Serjcants 3 thelc bing 
nſupportable Maladics , wc mult 16 
{olve to apply to them extreme Rex 
medies, This diſordcr is often ac- 
companied with another more grie- 
vous 3 our Oft-(prings are tainied 
with the filth of her Stock." Fl 
Noble Families which- ally ther 
ſelves after this manner-, reſemble 


Fount ains whoſe Waters arc diftur- 


| bed in running from their Springs, 


Nec /eroces 


when they- paſs through Marſhy- 
grounds, A great Italian Lord was 
one day askt , how it came to pals 
that the Romans, who had in former 
times made the whole World trem- 
ble, and whole Valour never met with 
Its like, were become now fo unex* 
pert at , and (o- untiti for the War ? 
He: anſwered, that ſo long as the 
Souldiers begat their Children , they 

rel, m-+ 


Lean hoe, .! 
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4 Wrelembled their Fathers 3 but when 
ulc Wehcir Wives became licentious , and 
lt WGown-mcn gallanted them , they 
'ct Mingendred none but Trifling and 
1ct MWPeaccable men. *Tis much to be 
11; Wadmired, ſays Montague, that we are 
leſs circumſpect in perpetuating the 
Vertue of our Families, than in pre- 
ſerving the breed of our good Hor- 
ſes. For my part, I will never adviſe 
one to contract a villanous alliance, 
it he can diſpence thetewith. A wo» 
man of Quality with leſs money far 
otherwiſe maintains the grandeur 
of her Family : and *tis an-advan- 
tage conſiderable , in the higheſt de- 
gee for the Children, to fee them=- 
elves ſuſtain'd by two mighty Hou- 
ſes, which have an equal Intereſt in 
their Fortune and Greatneſs : who 


5 Was they have received no impreſſions : 


's W but of Honour: and Vertue , they 
r WF have commonly a noble Spul ,. and 
- W never render themſclves unworthy 
b WW of the name of their Family or the 
- Glory of their Predeccilors. 


c CHAP. 
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CHavpP. XVII. 


That we ought to make a faith- 
ful Friend :. and that a Gen- 

_ Heman of a good Eſtate is not 
to be accounted unhappy , if 
the Court does him Inju- 


ſiice. 


FF ittero T have ſpoken of the 

means to avoid ſome dange- 

" tous precipices into which a Gentle- 
man that follows the Court might 
fall, if he did not carry himfelf dif 
creetly towards his Maſter , and be 
watchful againſt his Enemies.. It 
now remains that I Counſct him to 
make a faithful Friend , on whole 
advice he may ſafely rely in matters 
of conſequence. 

It is certain,that never any wiſe man 
abandoned himſelf abſolutely co his 
own conduct ; if we believe that our 
Reaſon is without crrour,, we under- 
ſtand it very ill 3- by having too great 
thoughts of it, we deſiroy it 5 we are 
like Apes, who ſuffocate their young 
ones by embracing of them too much 

(15 
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tis after this manner that we cauſe 

pur Judgement to degenerate into 

preſump:ion 3 the love we have for 

ur intereſts, 1s an invincible obſtacle 

our reaſon: Our Paſſions and our - 

hopes-put it every hour upon the rack, | 

and incline it as it pleaſes them beft. 

ks they are of greater force, they a&t 

ith greater impetuokity upon the 

minde of a young man , ſo that he 

requently purſues that which - he 

loves, and embraces that which he de» 

fires. Preſumption 1s a malady which 

mult of neccſlity be healed 3 it 15 fo 

uch an Encmy to deference and 

oun(cl, that 1t cannat- be reconcil'd 

& Wwith Wiſdom ; yet it is not requilite 

It Wthat he deveſts himſelf altogether of 

0 Weiie good opinion he has of himlclt 

© What is another extreme which would 

5 Wproduce as dangerous conl{cquences. 
Humility does not oblige a man of cou- 

n Wrage to think himſelt a Coward , nor 

5 Wa Doctor to belicve himſclt lilitcrate, 

Ir nor a Courticer to pcrſwade himſelf 

- What he underſtands not to live among 

it Fthe better ſore; It is enough if we 

C Ware as ſevere Judges of our own vices 

S FS detaults as we would be of others. 

ly We 
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pollens op1- 
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We may cxamine our (elves in pri 
vate as well without ſhame. as with- 
out witneſſes. Let us keep our Pal 
lions filent, while Reaſon informs us 
what we are, and what we are Worth, 
and we ſhall never tail of knowing 
our ſelves. If theſe | RefleCtions 
could but enter into the minds of 
Young men 3 if they would not con- 
ſult thetrr @wn Reaſon , yet they 
would more adhere to that of their 
Friends, which is ever the more (0+ 
lid 3 acting with greater freedom, 
and le(s interett, Humane Prudence 
has not tound out better precautt- 
ons againſt theſe Accidents. I have 
formerly (aid , that fhe has her 
Bounds, and her natural weakneſs 
and perturms her. duty , when {he 
does what ſhe is able. Frovidence 
accompliſhes the remainder accor- 
ding to her pleaſure 3 ſhe has 
Springs, which exert their power 
without our aſlittance : She direas 
all things by an infinite wiſdom, and 
does nothing by hazard. A pru- 
dent and reſolved man expects with 
patience, the arrival of that which 


ſhe has deternun?d of his Fortune ; 
It 


art 1, NOBLEMEN, 
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if he be turn*d out of the Court, he 
»ff:xs it without regret, and does 
not eſfterm himſelf unhappy when 
he 15 retired to his own houſe. He 
Les that many were never there, who 
et live very contentedly ; It he has 
hat popular air to make bimſclt be- 
loved in the Country , he receives 


t- Mchcre the homages and reſpects, 
& Wwhich he before rendered to many. 


his change which diminiſhes his 


0 Whop:s, encreaſes his Repoſe: And 
n, Wrom the time-he forſook the Empire 
ce Wot Fortune, he ftindes himfelt in the 


arms of Philoſophy. His Conduct 
hich does not -reproach him for his 
aults, comforts him in his bad {uc- 
cs. He perceives, that Nature has 
not conhn'd Pleafures to grit For- 
anes alone. Men may laugh and 
pend their time merrily , without 
being Dukes and Peers, or Maiſhals 
dt France. He does not want pco- 
pie to contribute to his Recreations, 
2s he formerly did to thoſe of his 
alter, whom he ſees no morez and 
it length he may finde the reverfe of 
he Mcedail, as fair as the Facc. It 
i 5 got very difcult to philoſophize 

at- 
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atter this manner, it he be a great 

Yuid enim Lord in his Province : He 1s iudeed 
ſatvis infa extremely unhappy, to be forced to 
"1" > 1u. live on four or hve thouſand pounds 
Gs, per annum. 1 dare afhrm , that all 
the Writings of the antient and mo- 

dern Philoſophers do not contain ſo 

great conſolation in them againſt the 
adveriities of Fortune, as the Inher- 

cance of three or four rich Mannors, 

Poverty is an evil that puts the v+ 

liant out of his play, and dilarms 

him. The Preccpts of Philoſophy 
concerning the contempt of things 

that periſh, are no currant money, 

with which we can pay our debts : 

That which gives me a bad opinion 

of them, is,” that their Authors never 

were reduc*'d to any extremity or 

want. Thcy have turniſht us with 
Wcapons, of which they never made 

any uſe z they have vanquiſht an E- 

nemy, who was not in a/ capacity to 

do them any hurt: And I can hard- 

ly be induc'd to believe that Dionyſim 

took as great pleaſure in command- 

ing his Scholars, as in reigning 0- 

ver Syracuſe. It is hard to tumble 

down froma ſteep place without 

bru- 
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bruiting our ſelves 3 there is nothing 
but Wealth that can (ave us, and up- 
hold our ſpirits in great extremities. 
'Tis that , which exempts us from 
the inſupportable inconvemiencies, in- 
to which Poverty precipitates us 3 and 
"tis that alone, which can defend us 
againſt the contempt of our Equals, 
and the pity of our Inferiorss The 
greateſt Worth in the world buried 
under indigence, is a Mine of Gold 


which no man has diſcovered ; thole' 


who poſitſs it, are not more at their 
eaſe 3 and thoſe who know it not, 
trample it under their feet, without 
informing themſelves of its value. 
The Cruelty of the Emperour Fufti- 
nan had not reduced Belliſarims to 
the laſt extremity ,it after having de- 
prived him of the honour of ſo many 
Battels, he had not forc'd him to beg 
an Alms at the (ame Gate of Rome, 
through which he had entred fo of- 
ten in Triumph with Captive Kings 
bound to his Chariot. And that 
Emperour of Germany had not more 
cauſe to lament, for the loſs of his 
States and Dignity, than to ſee him+ 
ſelf nccellitated to cut faggots in the 

F Foreit 
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Foreſt of Swaben tor the (ultenance 
of. his wretched life. I am very (cn- 
ſible, that the Spirit of a wiſe man is 
not dcjeQed nor debaled,, when he 
obtains- not thoſe Honours which he 
deſerved by his ſcrvices ; 1 know that 
he bears it out gallantly, when he 15 
deprived thereot unjulltly 3 but I un- 
derſiand not with what rulcs of Phi- 
lolophy he can rendct his minde {c- 
Sitc ard undilturb'd, when he ſhall 
cndare the attictions of an extreme 
Poverty, The Philoſopher would 
be very impertinent,that endeavours 
to prove, that ragged Clothes will 
defend me againſt Cold, and that I 
ought not to be troubled,when 1 have 
not whereon to dine» |He may 
tell me, that Nature is contented with 
a little, I confeſs it 3 but, it is accor» 
ding to that degree we are Atculiom- 
ed; A Prince would be very poor, it 
he ſhould have no greater Revenue 
Ictt him,than would very well accom- 
mandate a private Gentleman. 

From this reaſoning I conclude, 
that a Gentleman who has Wit and 
Wealth according to his condition, 
may un happily, whatſoever _ 

ita ; 
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him : That he ought to make an at 

tempt to arrive at. the great Honours 

of the State either: by the War, or by 

the Services which he ſhall render to 

the perſon of the Prince : If he ſuc» 

ce:ds, he will: enjoy the benefit of his 

Jabours with pleaſure 3 if hisdelignes 

do not proſper,he has no cauſe to de(= 

pair ablolutely,being in a condition'of 

living privately in the ſame ſplendor 

his Anccltors lived before him. There pautiy ſs 
15a great ſatisfation in having po- Pulte 4iſrah 
I{h*d his Manners, ſhown his Worth, OO ——_ 
and pgain'd Eltcem: This is a re= © © © 
compentſe, for which it is well worth 

the hazarding ſomething , although * 

he ſhould hope tor no other this a= 

lone ought to oblige him to leave his 

houſe, that he might return thither 

wuh greater Honour and Renown. 


" 
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CHAP. XVIII. 


That the Caſſock is more proper 
to raiſe a Mans Fortune, 
than the Sword : And the 
Advantages which may ac- 

- crue to a Perſon of Qnali- 
ty from thence. 


F he puts on the Caſſock , |he will 
meet with many things|in the 
conduct of a Man of the Sword, 
Which he ought not to follow : His 
Profeſſion obliges him to a more 
grave Modefiy, to a more reſerved 
Converſ(x#tion, to a more exemplary 
Piety, and to more regulated Man- 
ners. As the Exerciles of a Gentle- 
man are of no uſe tov him, ſq Learn- 
Ing is-very neceflary for him; it 15 a 
ſhameful thing for onz 'of that Pro- 
tellion to beillitexrate, The Sciences 
never appear with ſo much grace, as 
in the poſſeſſion of a Nobleman they 
have Charms which raviſh + pics 
and conſirain even the molt inſenli- 
ble, to love thoſe who know! how to 
| ferve 
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(crve themſclves advantageouſly 
thereof. 'Tis almoſt an infallible 
way of arriving at great Employs : 
we have ſo many examples of this 
kinde, that it would be very imper- 
rtinent to ſeek for them in Ages Ie» 
mote. from our own knowledge 5 
and to underitand it aright, is 1t not 
juſt, that thoſe who can ſee ſhould 
lead thoſe that are blinde? and who 
can deny, that Learaing joyn'd to 
good natural parts, does not quali- 
he a Perſon extraordinarily > The 
Sciences lead him in a Path ſirown 
with Roſes, to arrive at Fortune; they 
put a gloſs on his Worth ; they give 
him entrance into the Councils of 
Kings z they teach him the Art to 
incline men as he pleaſes zand at laſt, 


they make him either a great Prelar in: 


the Church, or a great Minilter mm 
the State. Oh, what a happy Pro- 
fcſhon is this, and how many perſons 
of Quality would follow it, if they 
knew all the benefits thereof ! I 
mean , what I have before hinted, 
if they have a natural diſpoſition 
thereto : For indeed, it 1s no ealie 
Enterprize, to render our ſ(clves lear- 


E 3 ncd: 
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ned : the Sciences are tedious and 
Painful to be acquiredz and to have 
them infuſed , we muſt be Saints. 
The Pocts had reaſon to lodge them 
upon the top of Parnaſſus , whoſe 
exceſſive height made the acceſs very 
diſhkcult. The Mxſes who preſided 
there, took delight in being courted, 
and it was a great advantage to be 
In their favour : It belongs to them 
only to give a ſatisfaction to the Li- 
ving, 2 a reſurreQion to the Dead. 
We ſhould have had no knowledge 
of Alexander, if Hiſtory had not de- 
ſcribed him; and all the brave Ex- 
ploits of Fulixs Geſar and of Xeno- 
Þbox had been buried in an Eternal 
Obfivion, if they themſelves had not 
written them. Vertue it (elf, as ad- 
mirable as it is, cannot be without 
them, ſccing her true Recompenle is 
Glory and Immortality. On whom 
do you think future Ages will b:ttow 
greatcit Encomiums, eithcr on Car- 
dinal Richliex , or on the Captains 
who/fought in his time ? His Head 
gave motion to their hands 3 it they 
have had good Succeſs , the Glory 


thereof is due to himzhe was the Gn 
an 
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and they the Inftraments;and we may 
ſay, that their Valour could not ap- 
pezr without contributing to the Re- 
nown of him that direfted them. 
The Orders which he.gave at eaſe in 
his Cabinet, made all Emurope trem- 
ble : his Prudence prevented the bad 
accidents 3 his Reaſon penetrated 
the moſt obſcure things3 tis Judge- 
ment was without errour 3 and his 
Conduct has appear*d fo good, that 
we cannot ſpeak of th: Grandeur of 
th: King,without praiſing his Worth 
and Vercue, 

It is very rare, that a perſon of 
Quality, of extraordinary Worth, 
dozs not make a great Fortune : His 
Sufhciencie impoles a certain nece(- 
fity on-the Prince B>cmploy him, 
who although he has no natural m- 
ciination, yet the Welfare of his at- 
fairs will urge him to it ; Hz pzr- 
c:ives they. cannot bz entruſt:d in 
better handsz and by doing it, dil- 
charges himſelt of a multitude of 
car”'s, which make the Crown as 
uncilic to him that wears if, as it 
appears glorious to the eyes of thoſe 
that adure it» But ſuppoſe he be 
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not ſo happy as to arrive at this 
height, he i; not out of Fortzxe's 
way,if he be not in the lealt concern'd 
10 the affairs of Statezit will be much 
more eafie for him to obtain a good 
Biſhoprick, or a rich Abby, than for 
a Man of the Sword of his condi- 
tion, a coniiderable Government for 
a reward of his (crvices: yet the 
firſt walks in a (mooth path, and al- 
moſt ſecure 3 the other 1n a rugged 
road full of perils : Both have their 
Fortunes for their Objects, but are 
not equally happy in the choice of the 
Ways that bring them thither. Tic 
great unhappineſs of Young men, 15, 
that the heat of their Bloud ferments 
ig their Veins, and renders them un- 
capable of being perſwaded to any 
thing : They fancic, that there 1s 
nothing ſo brave as the Eſtecm of a 
man of Courage, and that they ought 
to parallel the noble Exploits of the 
Heroes in Hiſtory. They never pro- 
pound to themſelves any thing, but 
the pleaſure of ſatisfying their Pal- 
fions, without having any reſpect 


to the diffculties that may OCCUT : 


And if it happens that they arc once 
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enamour'd, every thing mult then 
give place to their Love,-that- per- 
{wadcs them that the Poſſdhon of 
their Miſtris is the only bleſſing, 
which can render them happy 3 they 
look then upon the Caſſock with diſ= 
dain, (ccing, it oppoles it {elf to their 
defigne. Theſe are lick people who 
flye the Phyti:1ans; blinde who retuſe 
to be led, and who quit the path of 
Fortune to purſue that of Plcaſuye. 
But I would willingly put the Que- 
tiion to a dil-interelſed man : 
It they had but once learnt from 
the expencnce of their Friends, that 
there 1s but three months truition re= 
quired to dettroy this violent Paſſion, 
winch treats them ſo 1mperioully 3 - 
it thy were convinced, that the 
Charuis of this Beaiity which ravi- 
ſhes him; would vanith in a few days 
in their mindes, like as the enchanted 
Calijles oft Romances 5 it they cou'd 
but conccive that an adored Miſttis 
becomes often an inportunate Wife, 
whether it 1s poſfible they could be fo 
inccns'd as to facritice, their eltablith» 
ment and their quiet to an Idol, 
which will tand no longer, than their: 

F 5 t0l** - 


” 


106 


— — 


The Fortune of Chap.18 


folly and blindneſs ({upporc it ? 

Let us finiſh this Diſcourſe with 
this which follows from the proots 
of my firſt Propoſition 3 that we 
ought not to attribute to Fortune 
that which happens to us by our Im- 
prudence 3 that thoſe who penetrate 
into the Cauſcs, eafily diſcover their 
Eflets:; And that our ignorance 
and heedlefine(s are the Sources of 
our Adverlity , and our Judgement 
and Expericnce of our. Proſperity. 


| Theend of the firſt Part. 
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CHAP.'l. 


That no man # content with bi 


own Fortune. 


l *\ Here is not any Paſlion ſo 
* na':7al to men, as the de- 

fir. co be always happy3 
but we muſt acknowledge that no» 
thing 15 more obicare to divine, than 
the end of tics Fclicity. Evcry cne 
1n particular propounds to himlſclt a 
noo accoiding to his own Fan- 
cy, and no wan findes himſelt con- 
fontcd in the poſi. flion of that for 

:1ch he hatl {o fervently wiſht, We 
xy down the 1dol which cur own 
hauds had ſet up, we hgh after what 
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we have not 3 and Death is as nece(- 
ſary to terminate our dchires, as to 
finiſh our Life. I ſee no greater mark 
of the imbecility of our Nature, than 
this inconſtancy which never forſakes 
us. The moſt moderate propound | 
to themſclves a Good proportionable 
fo their Merits, Realon ' permits 
. them to pretend to itz and when 
they have obtained it, they conlider 
it but as a degree to mount to 
ſomething, higher 3 *tis now their de- 
fires are \inflam'd , their hopes aug- 
mented,and their cares 1edouble their 
acceſs. Princes think themſelvcs 
not happy , becauſe thcy. are not 
Kings 3 and Kings cannot live con- 
tented, becauſe they are not alone. It 
is recorded of Ceſar and Pompey, 
that as the one could not admit of a 
Superiour, the other could not ſuftr 
an Equal. Weare certainly cxtreme- 
ly unjuli,to attribute Inconſtancyand 
Blindneſs to Fortune. Is there any 
levity can excecd that of being n:- 
ver content, or a blindneſs like to 
that which cannot perceive what is 
convenient, nor what can terminate 
its deſixes ?: We pals this Life in co- 
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veting and purſuing Riches 3 and: 
when old age deprives us of the uſe 
thereof, it encreaſes in us the delire 
of poſſeſſing them. I have former- 
ly ſaid, that we ought to have where- 
withal to ſupply our wants and our 
pleaſures, and have no intention to 
make an Encomium on Poverty , or 
lead my Friends to the Hoſpital , but 
to Examine well the Conduct of 
{uch asare reduced to the Extremity 
ot ſeeking their Fortune. 

I have, as I conceive, ſufficiently 
proved , that a Gentleman born 
Rich, ought to quit his Village, and 
come to Court, The Enterprize 
may be reſolvcd on without any dif- 
hcalty : for in departing from his 
Houle , he looks upon tt as a phace 
where. he ſhall be always welcome, 
it his hopes and defignes are fruftra- 
ted clſewherez and he will do no- 
thing, againſt the order of Nature, 
if trom a mean beginning he raiſes 
himſclf to a higher pitch. It be- 
longs to nonc but God to d:aw Bes 
mgs out ot nothing. A mott pru- 
dent Conduct is to be obſerved by a 
private Gentleman, dcſiitute of all 


other. 
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othcr Succour but his own Vertue, 
to make (ſuch a mean Fortune, as 
can cſtablith the repole of his Family, 
and maintain him in his old age. 
It would be impoſltble to treat of 
this Subje& in particular , unlels 1 
ſhould examine all the prote(hions of 
the World, which is an Enterpuze 
that would ſurpaſs my torces as 


much as it would my Paticncec 3 and' 


I-ſhall be well (atisfcd' with my pcr- 
foxmances, if I can render my (ct 
Serviccable to thoſe of my own con- 
dition 3 my principal dcligne bring to 
wriic tor the G<niry. | 


CHAP, II. 


That Merit is proper to all men: 
and that the Nobility ought 
to deſirc onely a Monarchical 


Pea6e—S +a Ho _ 


I* 1s cyident to the World, that 
- Nature, which comnprehends all 
men undcr the tame kinde, puts 10 
diftc#cncc berween then, whin (he 

gives 
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gives them their Exittence » ſhe takes 
as little pains in the Womb oft a: 
Qucen to frame a King, as in that 
of a Begger (oO produce a Wretch. 
Providence which guides her in her 
Operations, does not confirain her 
Motions : Since the beginning of the 
world (ſhe has taken the ſame Courſe 3 
and the men which ſhe has ingen= 
dred among our Antipodes, are born 
aftcr the ſame manner that we ate. 
Nevertheleſs to form the ſociety of 
a Civil Lite , weare forcd to torget 
our proper Principle , and to over- 
throw tt.at of Nature, To make an 
Union of the State, we have divi- 
ded our own Conditions 3 to extend 
the publike Liberty , we have con- 
hn'd our own particular Freedom 3 &. 
that we might not become Slaves 
toour Enennes abroad, we are neccl- 
litated to receive Maſters at home. 
This default proceeds frum the weak- 
nels of our Senſes 3 which being not 
of oue accord, ought nec flarily to 
be unitcd under the will of one per- 
lon. I had no '0 enlarge this Dil- 
courle, if «i would not run (o far 
from my Subject 4 1} will oncly 5h 
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that it has made the wilc{t conclude, 
that a Monarchical Government i; 
the beft and fateſt. ( The Philoſopher 
add:s, When the Prince 15 the jutte(i 
and the wilcft of his Subjects. For my 
part, I am of opinion that it 1s the 
onely form to be wilht for by the 
Nobility : For in no other fizte can 
they expc& Happinets and * Preter- 
ment, Noiwithitanding lam very 
fenlible, that Ariftocracy had neva 
been, but for them. And lo it ought to 
be conſider. d as their Center 5 but to 
take it aright, the Noblcs 1a an Ar 
fiocratical State are onely obiiged to 
their Birth tor ther Fortuncs, It 
they govern the people, ) they arc 
firictly bound by ciucir own Laws: 
Thor manner of hving 15 tull c& 
grimaces, and requires griat Clcum: 
tpcion: if they advance, theme! ves, 
*tis more by the antiquity of ther 
Family chan their proper| Vertucs and 
what{oever Service thcy do for theit 
Repubiick, they have ug great {hare 
In its Fortune. 

On the con:rary, in a/Monarchical 
State, as Rigs do nut acknowledge 
al y- Lower above th.m , but ther 
Juſtice, 
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Jultice, and their Reaſon 3 they have 
right to prefer, cither thoſe that de- 
ſerve it , or thoſe that pleaſe them : 
They make a Gentleman of a Teo- 
man, and a-yreat Lord of a Gentle- 
man z their Benctits breed emulation 
in their SubjcAs, and awaken a Ver- 
fue in private perſons to aſpire to 
Honour with Jaltice, 

Nobility has in all Ages been the 
reward of generous Exploits pcrfor- 
med in the War. It was by this 
means that Princes always engaged 
the moſt Valiant in their Service 3 
and this juſt recompence of Honour, 
which was but perſonal , deſcended 
afterwards to their Poſterity , and 
became Hereditary to Infants, who 
through the imbecility of their age, 
were not capable of deſerving it. 
Thercfore men cannot deny , but it 
15a great advantage to be born a 
Gentleman. z and that Vertue ap- 
pzars with a greater luſtre 1n perſons 


of a good ExtraGion ; But I (up- 


poſe there is no other reaſon for it, 
than a Cultom we have to belicve it 
lo. We are eaſily convinced, that 
our Progenitors have raiſed them- 

{clves 3 
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ſelves 3 but received Cuttoms have 
ſuch a Tyrannical power|, that they 
force even, our very Judgements, 
For to examine things | very well. 
what has Nature done more for thei 
Nobleman than for the Yeoman? 
and who can perceive any difference 
b:tween them, when they fuck the 
Brea'ts of their Nurſcs? It we @- 
gree that they have the ſame Orginz, 
the (ame Temperament , an1 theM 
ſarn2 Faculties of Soul| and Badyy 
where ſhall we finde chat diffcrence, 


' that exalts the Nobleman to that 


degree, and deprefles the Yeoman( 
unjuſtly? We have an | infiaity « 
Examples, which wool contradid 
this opinion, and mike |us acknow- 
ledge, that Vertue and Merit ate 
equally proper to all men. When 
the People of Rome conſtrain'd th 
Senate to admit the Pleheans to the 
dignity of the Conſulthip as well 5 
the Patricians, the Republick didfſ 
not finde its Puiſſance Icfſened , not 
its Dominions limited. | We do not 
read that theſe Plehzan Conluls 
were ever m?rc guilty of Cowardif: 
or had. lefs Zeal tor their Ro 

| thal 
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han their Colleagues. It we con- 
der the men of Learning,the greateſt 
roticients have not becn Noblemen. 
mers Birth was fo obſcure , that Smyrna, 
ftcr his death, the Excellcncy of his —_— 
orks cauſcd a great contention to >= 1 Ea 
riſe between Chios, Smyrna , and Chios, Ar- 
ve other Cities , which pretended g95, Athe- 
very one to the glory thercof. When 
t pleaſ.s the King to Nobilitate a 
[coman by vertue of his eblolute 
wer, do we obſerve that his Pa- 
nt encreaſes his Worth? I ſhould 
ave a particular reverence for this 
Quality , if it was the recompence 
ff Vertue, rather than the chance of 
AWuccc ſion. We enjoy with pleaſure - 
at which we have acquired 3 we jo an oof 

ok kindly upon the works of our\cinus if, 
wn hands, and cannot juſtly aterj- viz ta 2+ 
bute to our ſelves any thing but #74 99%. 
what we have deſerved. 

N:vertheleſs we muſt follow the 
'dfgencral Cuſtom , and not ſtrive a» 
otfgainlt the Stream 3 but confeſs, that 
ofa man of Honour, Wit, and Ment, 
15 hndes a wondertul Impedimeut in 
{bringing him(clf farth , when this 
url qualification 15 wanting ; It 1s to'no 
al _  greac 
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felt expoſed to a thouſand troubl 
ſome rencounters, and |indes he 
fo much the more cauſe to bew 
his condition, as hc has ben tc 
well edacated. If he has mic 
worth, it he poſſcſſes a great So 
he cannot conceive mean projet 
his politeneſs cannot accommods 
it {elf with the rudeneſs of thoſe 
his own rank, and his Vertue cann: 
tuffer obſcurity 3 yet he lives in t 
Court as in an Enemies Country 
he findes there more contempt ti 
his Quality, than eſteem for his Mc 
Fitz and is commonly obliged t 
embrace meaner Sentiments, hidir 
his lofry humour under the Caſſo: 
of a Prictt, or the Gown of a Las 
yer this is the onely means left h 
whereby he can put} himſclf in 
good a condition as thoſe who fot 
merly ſcorn'd his Company. Tit 
is a'Lyon, who chains up himſc| 
or to ipeak more properly , a Wit 
man, who underſtands |his eruc Int 
reſt. The War in my opinion woul 
not be more proper for] him than 
| Coult 


great purpole tor him to Pailolopiſhurt 
againſi popular Errours|z he (ces hinoa 


Cal 
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rt: Our Nation cannot bear 
Yoak, that 1s not painted or gilt. 
eare perfwaded , that thcy who 
wmnand us, are born to com» 
nd; and that we owe nothing 
our equals , but all to our Su- 
ors, This opinion , of the pco- 
ou, with Time,has created the Gran- 
fur of the Nobility. A perſon of 
ality has no difhculty to make 
(c!'f be obcycd 3 his name ſup- 
& even the dcfect of his Menit ; 
d men do not enquire it he be 
ompliſht , when thcy underiiand 
s of a good Family.  *. © 
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That our Neighboyrs attribut | 
more to the Merit of a Peri 
ſon, than to his Birth ;, an 


of the Profo Leblen of Con 


mcerce. 


ur Neighbours uo not obſer 

this Maxime: |We have (e 
.1n our days, great Men raiſed fro: 
the dregs of the People in the ſervic 


of the Empcrour auf the King offkc 


Spain. In Germany, Aldringher trot 
a Clerk becauie a General ot t 

Army fobn de Waert txom a Sal 
vant was made General of the Em 
perours Cavalry and Beck a Carnie 
at Bruſſcis obtain'd the principal En 
ploys of the Low Countries. The 
Examples which are not very ft 
qucat in any place,} are almoſt 

known amopg us 3 ſo that althoug 
one may happen ſometimes, it ougiſh 
Not to turn a wile man cut of tl 
beaten road. I mean, that the En 
ploys of the Church and the Lay 
ought to make the profcllion of 
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an of the middle Rank, who has 
zalth and Wit above thoſe of his 
nditiona ; but it he has a more 
xean Soul, Trading is the way to 
wke his Fortune. I have often re- 
ark'd among men of Senſe , that 
is a very rare thing to finde any 
ucht by the excellencie of the Arts 
y have poſl:lt., The greatelt 
ainters, and the moſt famous Statu- 
ies, have got more glory than pro- 


roi by their works, The admirable 


AFlaycrs on the Lute, and che moſt 
Kccllcnt Mulitians, ſpend their lives 
diverting, the curious, and com- 
pnly let flip the occaltions of ma» 
ng their Fortunes 
I {peak this, tro ſhow that the Com« 
on people are no! unhappy in their 
Wndition, {ccing there are ſo many 
ays of beticring is ; I ſpeak note t 
Treaſ(urers,nor of the Farmers cf 
Crown-Revenuesz if they tak e 
pWot 2 Courle that is the moli juſt, I 
ng well aflured, that it 1s the ſhorteſt 


 talnd the moſt intallible : Theſe are 


Wlulrooms which grow up in one 
ht: Their progrels towards 
talth, has ſomething in'c of the 

Ri. 
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nature of Encharntments : The peo 
ple hate them, rail againſt them, and 
curſe them z but notwithſtanding all 
this, they make themſelves Grext 
Lords : And if it happens, that their 
Children have any wit, |they advance 
them to the moſt honourable Char 
ges: they marry them into great 
Families, and afſume to themſelyes 
the name of one of their beſt Man- 
nors > Time obliterates that of their 
Fathers, and the People forget the 
oppreſſions they have undergone by 
them. | | 

I cannot but with diſcont-nt con- 
ſider the poſture of a younger Bro- 
ther of a good Houle, who has natu- 
rally a generous and noble Soul, res 
duced to the neccflity of ſeeking his 
Fortune and Livelyhood 3 his Qua- 
liry , which ſeems to make all his 
 Glory,is an Embarras which oppoſes 
it felt to his happineſs, and obſtrudgs 
thoſe ways, which the Laws (ct open 
tv Yeomen to acquire Riches. A- 
mong, others, I finde this to be very 
ſevere,which forbids them Trafck 3 it 
ſcems to me to be grounded upon ve- 


Fot 


ry weak principles, to be ſo abſolute : 
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For to prohibit the uſe of a thing, it 
is ncceſlary, that it muſt either be 


- bad in it (clf, or produce bad effects. 
ot And can we blame Commerce as 
cir | vicious , without offending all the 
ice} Nations of the World? Is there a» 
ir | 2y thing ſo ſolidly eſtabliſht among 
af men? and with (o Univerſal a con» 
res | ſent? The uſctulneſs thereof is fo. 
n. | great > that we cannot aboliſh it, 
ir | without moleſting the whole Socicty 


hf of a civil State ; *Tis that , which 
peoples the great Cities z *tis that, 


" which brings torth Wealth and Plen- 
n.þ ty in all Nations, which gives Stran= 
.o- | gers 2 courteous reception, and fur= 
v. | nithes us with all things neceſſary. 
ef Arc thcſe the Effects lo unworthy 


will Of a Gentleman's employ * It we 
2 {hould rcfirain the Nobility to the 
wig only protefiion of Arms, is there any 
} thing which can accommodate 1t 
af iclt io well therewith as Tratick? 
nf Ihclc two things joyn'd together, 
a | have made the Vertue of many great 
ro] Ten appear to admiration 3 the me- 
Af moryot which, will never dic. Do 
ef} Wwe Know ary more bo:d attrmpts, 
(b- than thy Viy az S ot Paul Dor ife. ot 
or S DraA.e, 
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Drake, and of Magelan * Do we 
read of- any more reſolute Enterpri- 
{cs, than thoſe of Pacheco, of Albu- 
querque, and of Suarez 10 America ? 
If theſe Illuftrious Merchants had 
not made a diſcovery of this New 
World, thould we not bave been dc> 
{titute of the moſt curious things we 
now enjoy in Exrope £ | Could they 
have * framed ſuch great Delignes, 
without having great Souls? Could 
they have made them ſucceed (6 hap- 
pily, if thcir Courages had not been 
above the greateſt Perils, and then 
Reſolations prout againſt the moſt 
extreme dithculties ? Is there any 
better means of carrying the Glory 
and Names of our Kings cven to the 
other end of the World? The Re- 
publick of Venice, which has (ubliſted 
above twelve hundred years , has c- 
ver lookt upon Commerce, as the 
Baſis which ſuttains ' its greatnels 
notwithitanding it is govein'd by 
the Nobles, who have not banitht 
this trom among ihem : And this 
wiſe Folicie has ſo well ſucceeded, 
that it has put the State| in a condi- 


tion to dctend it (elf [againſt the 
Forces 
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Forces of the moſt redoubtable Mo- 
narch of the World, *Tis upon the 
ſame foundation the Holanders have 
creed into a Republick their little 
corner of the Earth , and have fo 
well diſputed their Intereſts, that the 
Houfe of Auſtria, as puiſſant as it is, 
was conſtrain'd to treat with them 
as with Soveraigns, and renounce 
all their Rights of Superiority. This 
Dcmocratical State , govern'd by 
good Merchants , has it not given 
ſuthcient proofs by its Conquelts mm 
divers Places, that a Gentleman may 
very well be a Merchant , ſeeing that 
a Merchant equalizes without trou- 
ble the worthicſt actions of a Gen» 
tleman ? But if this Profeſſion be 
ſo much beneath Noblemen, that it 
is a diſgrace for them to follow it, 
why do they fcrve in the Armies of 
theſe Merchants, whom they ac- 
knowledge to be their Maſters, and 
reccive their Pay? Is it not a great 
extravagance to obey ( in the Tndjes 
and in Hyland ) thoſe as Maſters, 
whom we do not efteem to be our 
Equals in Fraxce * Let the Laws 
enjoyn what they will , Ccmmerce 
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45 ſo neceſſary, that they cannot hin- 
der any man from being a|Mcrchant, 
The relation 1s fo jufi between the 
Buyer and the Scller , that if you 
take away the one, you dcſtroy the 


other. When a Fockey {clls me 3 


Horſe, he is not more a! Merchant 


for (clling it , than I am |tor buying 


it. And if I («| the Corn of my 


helds, or the Sheep of my fold, Iam 


a Merchant of Corn and Sheep, {ce- 
ing that men ſo call as wcll tuch as 


- ſell, as thoſe that buy. [They may 


tcll me, that there is a neccllity for 
converting the Fruits of 'our Lands 
into money, that we might purchaſc 
Other things, which they do not pro- 
duce, Iconfcl(sit: and is it agrea- 
ter baſceneſs to ſ{e]] again the Corn, 
which I had bought ot my Neigtt- 
bour a good peny-werth , to gain 
thereby, than to put off that ot my 
own growing to get money inficad 
thereot ? The Fruits | ought to 
change their condition in the Lands 
ot Noblemenz and Nature ſhou'd 
give them fome prerogative above 
thoſe of the Yeonin , that therein 
might be found this dificrence, which 

Is 
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* Þ is really nothing elſe but the effect 
© | of our grippleneſs. Nevertheleſs 
* Þ men ccaſe to be Gentlemen , when 
” || they begin to be Merchants; and 
* | our Cultomes are not contented 
© I with bcltowing the greateſt Wealth 
> Þf of the Family on the Eldclt Sons 1 
Y If but after having rendred the Young- 
" || cli, poor, they even deny them the 
" | power of acquiring. a ſubliſtance, 
; of which they have deprived them.- 

I 

s oy 

, CHAP. IV. 


- [| What a Gentleman ought to pra- 
, Tice, who ſeeks bis Fortune 
j- in the War. 


y 'O ſay that to drive them from 

d 2 thew Houſcs, is a means to ſend 

o Fibicm to the Wars the conſequence 

S docs not always hold good. Such a+ _ 

d\ Fon- lives unhappily in the Country, Net habet 

© Ewio would fuve as a min of Cou- mn ang 
| |; " pert.as du” 

a J£'g: in the Army, if he had an <qui> riws in ſe, 

b Pige and Money whereon to ſublilt, 2147 quod 


5 Etc: at on, * 1. T14tcalos 
ty has a certain force , which nar i 
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depreſfles the courage of ſome , and 
makes others deſperate ; thole whole 
mindes are heightned by their Birth 
and education , cannot condcſcend 
without great regret to liſt them- 
ſelves under Captains, who are not 
ſo good as themſelves. | This way 
of railing their Fortune js tedious, 
painful and uncertain , but neceſſary 
to thoſe who have never ſtudied, nor 
rendered themſelves expert at their 
Exerciſes. I would adviſe a Gen- 
tleman who is r.duced te this point, 
to ſcek the favour of ſome conhider- 
able Officer of the Army, and gain 
him to be his Patron 3 this will ſhor- 
ten the way which he is to keep, to 
arrive at Military Charges, without 
which I ſhould eſteem him very un- 
happy to ſerve. Valour loves not 
the Crowd 3 it ſeeks the open Day, 
that 1t might be ſecn. I have known 
Souldiers, who have made attempts 
deſperate in the higheſt degree, 
which were never mcn'ioned but in 
their own Company. The ſcope of 
a Gentleman ought not to be to gain 
Eſteem onely , but alſq to make his 


Fortune bY hjs Sword |: So that be 
| ſhould 
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ſhould omit nothing whereby he 
might obtain ſuch Charges, as may 
expoſe him to the light of all. peo- 
plez to theend that his Valour be- 
ing known, he might aſpire to thoſe 
recompences which he has delerved. 
The art is to apply himlelt diljgent- 
ly to his buline(s, to perſwade him- 
(c|f that he may obtain the chick 
Employs, by paſling through the In- 
feriour 3 to learn the general and par- 
ticular Orders 3 to remark carefully 
the Encamping and Decamping of 
the Army , the forms of Batt]c-ar- 
ray, the Storming of places 3 to bs 
with the Engineers at their Circum- 
vallations,at the conſtraction of For- 
trefles, and at the opening of Tren- 
chesz to enter into the Mines ard 
Counter-mines 3 to in{iruct himſclt 
of every thing concerning the Artil> 
leryz to accompany the General 
Othcers , when they go to take a 
view of the places they deligne to 
attaque, or the Paſs through which 
the Army muſt marchz co apply 
himſelf ſeriouſly to the ſtudy of Ge- 
ometry and Fartifcation , joyning 
the Theory with the Practice : and 
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to ſerve himſelf advantageouſly of 
| __ all theſe, he muſt accufftom him- 
Aut/uit, (elf tothink , that Death is not an 


ant Veintt; . - . ' 
2ibil 44 * evil X that it mcets as infallibly 


Preſentis in with the Cowards as the Valiant, 
74, Morſ- and that It is but a moment which 
47 7195 terminates our fears aſwel as our 


| Port hopes. When he ſhall be advanced 
babct, to the Charge of a Captain, he ought 
co look upon that but as one degree 
to aſcend to that of a Maſter of the 
Camp 3 and reſolve to go as far 3s 


Worth and Valour can lead a Gen- 


tleman : but he muſt- ground his. 


hopes upon the -knowledge which 
he hath acquired, and which can ren- 
dcr him worthy of {o great a Fortune. 
I2norance hinders often |a Souldicr 
from propounding to himfcit ary 
" confid:rable employ 3 he | malt un- 
derſtand the tun&tion of |a Captain, 
betore he ean juſily wilh| to be one, 
Fenſt 4% When we perccive our 9wn forces, 
1” /4* our Soul has a certain vigorous qua» 
1 lity, which cauſes us to embrzce the 
means of arriving at ouy ends. It 
aſlumes a ficrcencts, by which {þc tur- 
mounts all the diificultics; which oc- 
cur 3 ſhe Arms her ſelt with a veto» 
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FT 


1100, which cautcs her equally to 
FX '{c the oppelition both of Toils 


and Perils ; tor without doubt, by: 


r{olving (tedfaſtly on that which we 


undertake , we make a mighty pro-' 
g-c(s1a dith-ult matters ,and re-unite 


(1. powers of our mindes, by whicts 


thiy arc allo rcndred teri in wnven-! 


tons: From hence proceeds that 
boldacls accompanicd with a 'con- 
h lence of fuccceding well 1n our 
d: lpncs, which wiſe men eſteem fo 
1 cIFiry, and which Religion it (elf 
d.m3nds tor the making of Miracles. 
|: 13 upon this fare Foundation, that 
Pnpey the Great laid , By knocking 
with Ibis Foot, he would make Soul- 
dicrs ſpring out of the Earth. And 
Ceſar not regarding the molt vio- 
jent” ragings of the Sea and Winds, 
ammatcd his Pilot , by telling 'him) 
that he had Cefar and lis Fortune 
aboard. Boldncſs and Reſolution 
are necefſary in a Martial man the 
one contronts/and fcel:s dangers, the 
0:her 15 nt dejected by any bad ac- 


cidents tnat perſecute i', - Great 41447es 


men have all b:en adventurnus : Alex- 
auger Entcpited the Congu:it of ,, 
8:4; tlie 


Fortuna jus 
var, » fl 1. 
' (Pe, © 


lit. 


The Fortune of Chap. 4 
the World with 30000 mcn : Ceſar 
with 40000 took the City of Aleſis 
belonging to the Gauls, defended by 
80000 Combatants , and ſuccoured 
by 200000 Souldiers of the ſame 
Nation. Edward diſcomfited an Ar- 
my of 40000 French , with 7000 
Englih,and took King Fob# Priſoner. 
And King Guſtavus Adolphus in our 
days, made a dcſcent into Pomer ain 
with 8000 Swedes, to fight againſt 
_ all the Forces of the Empire. Thelc 
mighty Succefles are not always the 
effkcAs of Fortune : the Vertue ok. 
thoſe , who make the Entcrprizes, 
hath often the greatelt ſhare in them : 
And it is very apparcnt, that they 
are grounded upon ſome rcaſon : 
For as great men penetrate more 
protound!y into the Cauſes of things, 
ſo thcy diſcover more clearly the 
poſlibility of their effes , whicii 
were enveloped under contrary appea- 
rances. From thele prodigivus exam» 
ples we may deſcend to theſe parti- 
cular Rcaſonings, and affim, that 
a Gentleman, aftcr he has acquired 
the Sciences neceſſary tor his pro» 
{<{11c11, ought continually to aſpire 
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to great Employs, and to have more 


Zeal to deſerve them , than care to 
preſerve his Life : It he fixes his 
cy.s upon them as the end of ht 
hopzs, he cannot live without ob- 
taining them of Fortune 3 and will 
not wax old in the Army withoue 
at1 honourable Charge, b<cauſe his 
courage ſcllicites him to Entcrprize, 
not valuing the dangers and other 
o>ſtacles that oppole themiclv.s to 
his deſ1gnes. 


CH43© 


That the Fortune of a Gentle- 
man depends on the good 
or bad choice which he makes 


of a Maſter. 


F the Peace be ſo univerſal , that 
ne cannot gct any Military «m- 
ploy and if the necellity of his at- 
fairs, or his Paſſion of advancing his 
Fortune, cauſcs him to abandon his 
home, and get himſelf a Scrvice 3 
X 15 act to be doubted but his hap- 
pincls 
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pines Will depend trom the choice 
which he ſhall make of a Matter. 
Toattend on a:-Lord; who | is not ca» 
Pable of advancing our Fortune, is 
the ſame as to embark our feIves in 
a leaky Veſſel, And to diſcern this, 
we muſt endeavour to underſtand his 
Intereſt and Abilities : tor 1 may 
afſert,, that if he be deliitute of an 
Employment, and has no good parts, 
«he is not proper to -render a. Genthe» 
man happy. . We reaſon idly. and 
{ottiſhly,to perſwade our (elves, that 
he being-rich, will recomp-nle us: 
. Never any Ingenious man built his 
Fortune upon the Purſe of his Ma- 
fter. It he be .a Great Lord, his 
Quality obliges him to. great Ex- 
pences, and. conſequently puts him 
Jn a very bad condition |\of making 
(ach conhiderable Prelents as may 
enrich a Gencleman 3 and if he be 
mot rich, we can-expc& no benetit in 
Is ſervice. Liberality is a Saint, 
which has no Altars-in the World 3 
and the greatelt part of *Noblemen 
have Tels knowledge of her, than 
private Gentlemen, The Reſpc&t 
winch 1s given them from their I 
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fancy, pcriwedes them, that evcry 
thing 1s created tor: them 3 they re> 
ceive {crvices as -deb;s that. are. paid 
 'f them, and not as: gitts that. ar: picy 
| | ſented them ; they- believe that their 
; | Bread has the f{aculty of. making all 
| 


thoſe ſlaves that eat th reot 3 they 
cxxt a Revercnce as infupportable 

| I to thoſe that render it, as it 15 unjuſt. 
| ly rendrcd to them that receive it 5 
and the quality of a Domeliick makes 

| | them frequently torget the Merics of 
 E (uch as ſerve them ;. Neither are they 
contented themſelves. to: tieat them 

; without any re{peRt3 but they torce 
- | them. [{ometimes to: give rc{pret to 
| otherperlons much interiour, both in 
Merit and Extraction to them, who 

| EF have nothing recommendable , but 
Wealth, which cxempts them from 
' | living in (ubjeCtion ; Their Mattcrs 
| willp:rmir theſe to fit down and'be 
| F covered, whillt they. mult ftand be- 
» B hind them with their hats off, Oac 
| can hardly diſtinguiſh them in this 
| polture trom Valets de Chambre, and 
| they are ſometimes abus'd like V31- 
| laias. It is very hard for a poor. 
G-utleman to undcrgo ail thele 
F Bicol 
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grievous diſaſters SubjeCtion is 
an evil which draws on a thouſand 
others after itz and therefore I do 
not admire, that it ſhould be fo in- 
conſiſtent with Worth and Vertue. 
The Romans fought Six hnndred 
years to win their liberty 3 and the 
Switzers and Hollanders have hazar- 
ded all to regain theirs. I eftcem 
it the Soveraign good- of this life, 
when Fortuae fuffers us fo cnjoy it 
without want ur ambition. From 
hence I conclude , that we ought 
never to engage it, but with a pro» 
bability of reaſſuming it one day 
with great advantage, aftcr having 
faithfully ſerved, 
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Part II. GENTLEMEN. 


CHAP. VI. | 
That he onght to eſtabliſh his 


efteem in the minde of his 
Maſter, before he enters into 
his ſervice : and how he 


P 
ſhou d_bring that to paſs. 


T is very difficult, that fuch a de- 
ſigne ſhould proſper without the 
afſiſtance of our Friends 3 foraſmuch ' 
as our Worth ought to be known be» 
fore our Perſon :; it being always 
advantageous, to make oar ſe]ves to 
be defired. *T1s through this fair 
gate we ſhould make our entry into 
Great Familics 3 and 'tis in this that 
our Friends can render us good Ofh- 
ces, if they make a bcautitul draught 
of ourExt1aQion, and Qualifcations. 
It is a vanity to have Worth, and 
want an Addrc(s to gain the Repu- 
tation thereof. Hiddcn Vertues art 
Treaſures which cnrich no-bodys 
thercfore to make a beneficial difco= 
very thereof , we muſt procure the 
friendſhip 'of thole who have the 
greateſt Authority in the Provinces, 
where 


——_ 
| where we would ſettle our ſelves, 
=... Among the Ncbility, there are ever 
| ſome wilc; and more ingenious than 
rf , ethers. * Among +the Clurgy, forrs 
E | more learned , who. pjctcnd -to in- 
ſiruckt the r.1t, And: in Citics,are 
Ofhcers of gcod-repute and credit z 
when orcc we aic known to them, 
and they: have thought us wordliy: 
of their approbation, without doubt 
they. will give a good.Character of 
us to ſuch as know-us not. Their 
Teltimunics and Reports [will make 
us paſs tor what we are, and in a hit: 
tle time will extend our Reputation 
through the whole Province. The 
* Dicimur it Multitude, which examines nothing, 
- worvs alie- conſents preſently to thoſe who have 
| _ the greatelt Vogue among them : 
STM and (clog our Efteeny is] formed by 
the number, and we have no other 
opportunity of manifelting our Parts 
1a. publick z Prudence commands us 
to' make uſe of. thele Trumpets, to 
ſpread abroad our good Qualiticati- 
ons. Thus the minds'of mien being 
poſlcſt with a great opinion of our 
. Worth , a Great Lo:d, who. under- 
{tands his own” Ilateiclts ; Ro” 
"6; 1K" 
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himſclt as much obliged co entertain 
8s, as we are to ({erve him.. Another 
Reaſon: is, that every one conliders 
timſelf in: the firſt place, and that 
both Glory and Profit will redound: 
to him by being attended by an-In- 
genious perſon z and eſpecially.if he 
has great Employments, foraſmuchy 
x5 bcing obliged to give out many 
Commiſſions, which depend on his 
Miniſtry, he takes pleature to entruſt 
them with- undcrſtanding: perſons, 
who can give a good account there- 
of ; (o that there bappens a certain 
connexion between the Maſter and: 
Servant, which frequent]y/ produces 
Friend(hipin the one , and Profitifor 
the other. If we acquit our (elves 
worthily. of an ordinary Employ, 
thy are caſily enclin'd to. beſtow. a 
better upon us. Employments are 
linkt one to another z- our-Sutficienciz 
and Condu@ turn the Wheel; which 
riſes them in our favour; and we 
b:come rich without - impoverithing 
our Maſters. Their ſervices reſcm- 
ble Flambo's , which give light to 
many, without diminiſhing any thing 
of their. heat. or brightneſs. Our 
Fides 
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Fidelity and Att:&ion joyn'd to the 
acktowledgement of the favous 
which they have procured us, make 
them rejoyce at our proſperity 3, they 
look upon it as one of their faire(t 
Praductions, without. delifting from 
giving us (ome means of cncreaſing 
it 4 foralmuch as it- contributes tq 
their-Gloxy, without putting them 
to any: Expence Or charge. 6, Wa 
ence teaches us, that there! is no pers 
{on abſalutely diſ-intereſted > and the 
malt | generous are never to that de» 


 gree, a5 todo good out of the con- 


ation of Vertue alone. Thus 
Wile -men for the obtaining of a 
Coprteſie, fnde out fone way to 1n- 
terels their BencefaRors in their own 
concern.. The very Country-men 
who follow the light of Nature on- 
ly, perceiving themſchves equally de- 
ſtitute of Abilitics and Merits, have 
their recourſe to preſents, thereby to 
render themſelves acceptable to thole 
of whoſe help they ſtand in need; 
they know by experience that gitts 
excite Charity:and it I may with per- 
miſſion ſpeak it , the Prayers both for 


the Living & for the Dead,would pa 
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be ſo frequent,it our bounty did not 
engage thoſe that make then. By this 
Diſcourſe we ſee, that there are none 
but the ſervices which we render to 
Lords of great Charges, that can be 
advantageous to us 3' and all others 
arc uncapable of promoting our In- 
tereſt. The time we ſpend with them, 
ſerves only to bring us to an unha 
Old Age, full of inconveniencies and” pat 1ihere -* 
afflitions. If we fall into this fault, c/43 Fate 
ktus accuſe our ewn folly and in- 2 pro> 
diſcretion, and not complain of For- ng ac 7 
tune. If we had Jifcrition enough !;: go | 
to penetrate into Cauſes, we ie Bs 

prognofticate their EffeAs , and 
thould not aim at any thivg above 
_ which they can naturally pra» 

UCC. 
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CHap. VII. 


Whether it be better to ſerve a 
very underſtanding Maſter, 
Or one of no great wit. 


J=8 are ſome popular errours, 
which have gained ſuch Autho- 


rity by the number of thoſe that fol- 
low them, that the wiſett men finde 
it vety difficult to unwinde them- 
ſelves out of them. If a -particu- 
lar perſon confults his Friends about: 
the choice of a Maſter, they will m- 
form him that an ingenious perſon 
(as I ſuppoſe he is ) would-be happy. 
toget into the ſervice of a Prince or 
a great Lord, very rich, and of little 
Wit; that he would infallibly poſ:ts 
himſelf of his_Inclinations 3 that he 
want b.come Maſicr of his aftairs, 
as alſo of his Conducts; that the 
whole houſe woald have dependance Fu 
On him 5'that he would have the dil- Yo 
poſal of his Wealth, and his Autho-- ſc 
rity, and that ac laſt he ſhould want 
onely the. Name . and che Arms of Ic 
bis Maltcr, to<cat:itlc himſelf the ab- 
(o}ute 


tIL GENT 


folute Patron of the Family, I con« 
feſs that this *-propoſition at fir 
glange, ſeems to be very probablez 
but let us examine it firictly, and 
© Y ncercr athand, and we ſhall gather 
» Yom thence far Ut} 

cs, 

There is nothing ſo oppoſite to a 
man of underſtanding as an- ignorant 
perſon, and conſequently more in- 
conſiſtant ; the proparty of a ſoft 
man, is to caſhire, or to fear one that 
is more ingenious than himſelf. This 
being ſuppoſed, 1 ſee no Friendſhip 
that can be made between two Sub- 
xKRts ſo diſagreeing ; But if it hap- 
= through the ſecret operation of 
ome ſympathy, that this Lord has 
an inclination for- ſuch a-perſon, and 
this incomprehenſible Paſſion of the 
Soul renders him Malitcr of his 
Heart, and confident of his Secrcts 3 
t will not continue long, betore he - 
members himſelf, that he lives as 
under a Guardian, and the jealoulie > 
of his Superiori'y will make Jum + «>. 
- change his (cotiments 3 the lights =, 
of his Counſellour Jazie rather than 4. 1 
mlighten him 3 his Keaſuns ovi.r-ſet 4 : 
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him, not pertwade 'him'3 his Merit 
becomes a burthen. to him, and hi 
Eſteem diſptcaſes him 3 he imagines 
that men attribute to his attendant 
the good ſucceſs of his affairs ar 
ſo will make him reſponſible: for t 
events of his Counſelsy but if t 
have bappy ends,” he willingly at 
tributes them to himſclf 3 if un 
happy,. he lays the whole fault olff 
the:othex*s ill conduc. This Er 
ploy is too troubjefome for the ben 

tie therteofy and $eoonceive, that tol 
able to; continue himſelf therein, 1 
to have attained the greatci perf 
Gtion of humane prudence : For i 
by his addreſs he cauſes his Maſtef 
tocſcape ſore! dangerous paſſage, belf. 
maſt not expeR to have any thar 
therefore z becabſe his Maſter | 
Blinde , - and neither .comprehendsf5, 
the excellency of any Counſels, not 
. difſcerns of what. importance the I 
Services are, that are rtendred him 
there can be nothing more difficult: 
than to take right meaſures with, 
him : the moſt liluminated Wits a; 
forc'd here to grope out their way, 
all their addre(s cannot ſccure themlf©* 
from talling into disfavour, Te 


"ap 


art I, GENTLEMEN, 
". To believe, that he may hope for 
"Hy confiderable advantage ,, when 
Frca he has acquired al? the credic 
Sith his Maſter he witht for, is an 
*Srrour which ought to be rejected, as 
Wery prejudicial. Men of Title ſenſe 
"re not capable of great Vertues, Ft 
xlongs not to feeble and Vulgar 
Souls to make efforts, which may 
evate them above other men. © The 
ertues are © habits of the Soul, by 
te which our intellect is rendred fit 
"Mo conceive well,and'to at well; and 
xk who has rio Wit, being not ca-' 
'Wible of reaſoning well, is fo much 
ie 1s of doing well. If this Pro» 
"Woliticn is falſe, we muſt. neceffarily 
werthrow the principles of Morali- 
z and if it is trde , what oughe 
Wc to expect from a man that cannot 
"+ liberal, (ceing that Liberality is a 
Wcrtue, the acquitition whereof ſur- 
afſes the power of his Wir ? and it 
{lo much the morc out of his reach, 
Sit is contrary to the” Senthments of 
Woe multitude , whoſe molt fervent 
Fillion 15 to poſſeſs Wealth, and ne- 


Y xr to part with it; and indced LE 
ality 'is the effort of a Soal,” who 
$ 
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has in it the ſparks of .all other Ver- 
tues. It is ſonoble, that it ſeems to 
have been made for Heroes alone; 
She preſides as a Queen among Cow 
rageous Spirits ſhe keeps in her Re- 
tinue, Juſtice and Generolity z and 
Prudence marches before her, to give 
herlight, and to condue her. When 
men know hcr Origine, they do not 
admire that ſhe abhors commog 
Souls ; to give without Judgement, 
is not Liberalityz we muſt know 
how to diſcern the worth of thok: 
on whom it is excrcis'd. This Ver- 
tue isthe Siſter of Charity 3 the one 
rewards the Merit of the Vertuous, h 
the other comforts the Miſery of the 

Aﬀicted. I 
On the contrary, when an ingent- 
ous perſon falls into the hands of 1 4: 
wif and underſtanding Prince , heff| 
can never want ſatisfaction. *Ti 
the property of homogeneous: thingſ 
to unite themſelves together 3 we 
love naturally thoſe who have incli- 
nations, like to cur own , or have h, 
{cmenrclation tous. A Learned man 
takes great dclight to be with Sciv- 
larsz a Warlike man with ShGudi 
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ers a Merchant with thole that tra- 
fick. There are none but Univer- W. 
ſal Wits- agreeable: to / the whole + | 
World, becauſe they have the advan- | 
tage of transforming themlclves in- 
toall ſhapes without trouble,” as Pro» 
beas © They arc Lawyers in compa» 
' Advocates, 'Divincs -with Do» 
Qors of the-Churth', Captains-and 
Engineers with men of Martial At- 
fairs 3 ſo that they ſeem to be borir 
and bred to all the Profeſſions of. a 
Civil life, As theſe Wits are rare, 
ſo men cannot cſtecm' them ſuffici- 
ently 3 but, notwichſtanding they 
have received from Nature theſe ad=> * 
mirable diſpofitions to agguixe an. 
extraordinary Merit, yet they obtain 
it not without valt pains. Long (tus | 
dics arc -requilite, frequent Specula= 
tions , learned Conferences , painful 
 Voyages,to expole themſelves to ma- _ 
ny Perils, and to have a Enſummate 
expericace of all the Proteflions of the 
World 3 aud then muſt make great 
© haſte to arrive at the perfeRion b-fore 
the age of tifty years. ; 
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CHAP. VIII. 

| That the ſublime Sciences do 

& ; | rather prejudice, than advan- 
| tage a Gentleman of the 


know : And that Application 
' ir meceſſary to ſucceed well in 


' of Aﬀairs. 
Earning 


has fommewhat of the 

'S pature of a Dropſie 3 it cauſes an 
aſeration in thoſe that love it, and 
ſometimes puffs them up : The more 

men know , the more they would 

know : The Sfiences are ſo linkt one 

to'another, that the firſt draws on 

| theſecond, and that the reſt that fol- 
tow.. This happens, becauſe we know 

nothing but.by our Senſcs , which 

pfent to us the Images'of thirys 

ſuccefſve'y- Plato affured us , that 

our Souls were naturally knowing, 


ved only to diſplay the confus'd no- 
tions which were innatc in us. As 
when 
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ard” thit the ObjeQs , which made. 
their imprcflians' on our Senſes, ſer». 
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when men preſent us with two bc= 
dies of the ſame matter, of the ſame 
form, and of the fame weight, we 
fay, they are equal z and this relatis 
on which is found within us, makes 
us remember and conclude at the 
Game inſtant, that there is an Univer- 
(al term called Equality: And when 
we behold things which appear beau- 
tiful , we think there is fach a term 
a5 is called Beauty. Theſe inferen» 
ces and conſequences cannot be 
made , but by fucceſlive gradations, 
which lead us from one Science to 
another 3 and as they always remouut - 
towards Univerſal terms, they carry 
our underttanding fo far, that it can 
never mcct with limits to its cus 
olity. 

This Propoſition has often cauſed 
me to make refleqions upan this, 
that ſub]l}me Wits are more comman» 
ly rich in Efteem and Reputation, 
than in the gifts of Fortune : And I 
conceive the- reaſon to be, that the 
Powers of the greateſt Soul in the 
World are bounded , and have no- 
thing of Infinityz. bur when ſhe ad- 
dits-her (elf to the Sciences with a 
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yechement detire to comprehend them; 
ſhe applies her ſelf ſo cagerly to that 
ſhe is about, that her Speculations 
poſleſs her entirely 3 and the more 
. force and light ſhe has, the more ſhe 
abftraQs them from matter, ſpixitu- 
alizing, the Objects of her know- 
ledge : From, hence it comes , that 
being flown above things purely ma+ 
terial , ſhe meets with Charms in her 
Specdlations, which hinder her from 
deſcending, to reduce into practile 
thoſe things ſhe has conceiv'd. The 
Caflock is comparably more {uitable 
to thele ſoaring Wits , than the 
Sword z becauſe it furniſhes them 
with many occaſions of making 
themſelves admired. The Pulpit 
would cauſe them to be followed by 
all p:ople 3 and we fcldom fee a fa- 
mous Preacher grow gray without a 
Benefice. The Bar allo might prove 
very advantageous to them, Elteem 
aud Wealth do continually accom- 
pany their cloquence : Moreover, 
they have the ſatisfaction to ſpeak 
before ſuch as are as well able to 
judge of theis Learnipg, as of their 

Froccls, 
But 
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But to conlider it aright, to what 
rpoſe ſerves this' lofty Science ing 
| Milttary than, but to gender him 
' Þ poor, by hindring him from applying 
himſelf to his Fortune ? What protic 
can he draw from the Philofophy of 
Ariſtotle and Plato, or from the Rhe- 
torick of Duintilian ? 1 do very 
well approve of his ſtudying them 
until he comes to the age of Sixteen 
or Seventcen 3 foraſmuch as before 
that time he is not fit for any thing. - 
But when' he ſhall have acquired that 
at the Colledge which a good Scholar 
might have learnt, he ſhould ſhare 
out his time, and become a good huſ- 
band thereof, allotting part to the 
Exerciſes which are proper for him, 
and part to the Sciences which arc 
vſcfut to him. He ſhould learn the 
uſe of his Arms, to manage his 
Horſe, Geometry, Fortification, Ge» 
ogr:phy3 the Latine and French "Hk 
 fiory, the Art of Deſigning and if 
he can, he may add to thele the Las. 
tine, German, Italian and:Spaniſh 
Tongues. Theſe Qualifications are* 
ſufficient for a Military perfon, ant 
can alſo render any Private mar a<- 
H 3 grees 
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greeable and uſeful at the ſame time 
to any great Lord. The ſublime Sci- 
ences are foo tedious and too dith- 
cult; and I dare affirm, that they | 
— more than they adyantage 
any perſon who will not wear the 
Caſſock; foraſmuch, as I have faid, 
they are inconliſtant with the applica- 
tionto thoſe things that ſhould render 
7 him excellent in his Proteſſion 3 and 
being out of the reach of great Lords, 
- they value them not , becauſe they 
. will never give themſelves the troable 
: of underſtanding them. 
| Aee quod And indeed, the application of 
which I (peak, is neceſſary for c> 
very one in his Profeſſion, that it is 
tmpoſſible to ſucceed well without 
it : for the faculties of our Soul are 
too feeble to graſp many things at 
the ſame time; ſhe has firength <&- 
nough to contain but one, and par- 
ticulazly when ſhe follows her own 
natural inclination. The proof of 
this will appear more clearly by the 
' confideration of one of a mcan ſpi- 
rit,, who has no .other lights, but 
thoſe of Nature and-common fen(c. 
It a Citizen defignes to make von 
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ſt Rich by Trafick , he will learn 
Arithmetick, and the,Prizes of Mer- 
chandizes z3\ he will iotoun himfdf of 
thoſe things that can be baqughc 
cheap in one place, and: (old dear mn 
another. All his thoughts will be 
full of theſe remarks » his ratiocana» 
tion will gather no other conſcquen- 
ces-from his diſcourſes :; his ordina 

converſation will be with thole of 
his own. profeſhon z he will not per-, 
plex himlelf with the ſubtitle Argu- 
ments of the Schoolz he will not 
trouble himſelf to ſeek any thing.in 
the Hiſtory of Alexander, or in Ce- 
ſor's Commetitarics. His-whole Li- 
brary conſis of. his Veſpers and 
Matting to ſay his Prayers to God, 
and his Almanack to know the .time 
of Fayts. He will uſe an ordinary 
prudence 'to eſcape unhappy  acci- 
dents, and beware of Cheats and 
Binkrupts. - He will |propound .to 
himſelf an incorruptible fidelity to 
gain Credits and at length he will bc 
comme Rich, without the affiſtance of 
any other Science , than that which 
he ſhall have learn'd. from his own 
Reaſon and Experience. A Farmer - 
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leſs Spiritual yet than a Citizen 5 who 
is born with a Plough in his hand, 
and has never learnt any thing but to 
cultivate the Ground , and to fecd 
Cattle, ſhall advance his Fortune 
ſooner by hiring a Farm, than a Phi- 
loſopher with all his Notions and 
admirable Speculations, From hence 
we may conclnde, the greateſt Wits, 
and the ſublimeſt Sciences arc not rc- 
quiſite for obtaining the goods of 
Fortunes but the middle are far the | 
moſt proper for this purpoſez and | 
the art conſiſts in chufing well his | 
profefiion , and in reſigning himſelf 
entirely up to it', and without in- 
cerruption ; the great and ſublime 
Gcmius's are as Diamonds, which all 
the World eſteem, both for their lu- 
fire and their rarity 3 but they ſcrve 
onely for Ornaments. Avriftotle (ays, 
that they are not good but - for them- 
&lves, and finds them very unfit for 
the Government of Republicks ; be- 
cauſe their elevation' has no corre» 
ſpondence with the weakneſs of 0- 
thers, and conſcquently cannot form 
Laws, which may 'bz accommoda- 
red to their Infirmity.- It he cx- 
| cludcs 
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cludes them trom the 'Goveroment 
upon this account, I may more juſtly ; 
ſay, that they are-a}ſo- uncapable of 


| Ovedience and SubycAtion, and there- 


fore in vain would they ſeek: their - 


Fortune. in the Retinue of Princes w-qui4 

and Great Lords. *Tis not for the quanfaprret 
Inſtruction of theſe people that | 1/@7*ten, | 
write, I know. well that they are a- band "of | 
bove my Rulcs5 they ſhould teach the'q,ea. 


World ( if they think it fat ) how 


_ tokeed- themſelves with Arugments,: 


Conſequences , and Speculations, _ I 
fand im need oft more material; and 
more: ſen{tble Sub ances , which arc 
b-tter proportionable to what I am. 
I endeavour fo dillwade. my Friends: 
from the choice of unprofitable Ma+ 
ters ,, and perſwade :them- \ to: the 
udy of thoſe Sciences, which may 
introduce them, into the Road. of 
Fortupe 2 and for this, I require. but 
a very. ordinary. and| mean ſpirit, 
who diligently. applies -himſclf- £0: 
pleaſc his Maſter, who gives him: his 
advice with all ſubmiffton , and the 
deference that is due to himy who can: 
punctually execute his orders, who 
s incorruptible in; his Trutt', who! 
H 5 loves 
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loves his Iatereft and his Service 
above all other things in the World, 
. who does nothing with regret, who 
appears always well-affec&ed, and | 
xeady to ſerve and obey. Theſe 
Qualifications. are much more efſen- 
tial then Rhetorick and Philoſophy ; 
yet this will not make me of the 
Sentiment of one of our Duke's and 
Peers, who. believed that a Gentles 
man offended his Nobility when he 
{pake Latine. For my parr, 1 do not 
onely "approve of underftanding it, 
- moreover conceive it very dith- 
calt for one to pretend to the Quali- 
ty of -an accompliſht perſon , with- 
out having {ome knowledge alſo of 
the Arts and Sciences. 1 ſeck medi- 
ocrity/in all things, and do not pre- 
tend,/that he ought to ſoar fo high in 
ehcle ſublime Speculations, as not to 
deſcend again'z that would be to un- 
dertake a Voyagetothe Globe of the 
Moon, from which he will -rcap no 
Qther benefit. than the dangers of its 
Influences. So I cannot ſuffer, that 
he ſhould be'ignorant in common 
'Aﬀairs: for ſecing- that-his Birth 
expolcs him to the converlation of 
Great 
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Great Loxds, ke oaght to {pcak per-: 

tinently. aud , properly before them.. | 
Would- it not be ridiculous to ,place-- 
Nurenburgh in Italy, and Florence in 


| Germany ? to (ay that the Bucentawre 


is the Duke of Venice , that Fadlias 
Ceſar and Charlemajn were wtimate 
Friends, that Alexander was untap-+ 
py in dying. without Confcſlion? If 
he diſcourſes of the War, or is 'to 
render an account of a Siege , or the 
circumltances of a Battle 3. is there 
any thing, more ſhameful than to be 
ignorant of the tertns.? If he dif- 
courte of Hunting, or the-exxerciles. of 
the Academy, & carinof ſpeak-proper- 
ly thercof,is he not obligedto be filenx,. 
or e)(c muſt become a\Laughing-ftock 
to thoſe that hear hjim-?-- This (orc 
of Ignorance +5 not patdonable, be- 
caule hz ought to know-whati conr 
cerns his Profcſhon. I wiſhalfo-th&t 
he had read the anticnt and modern: 
Ports, and-could mnake Verſes: in our. 
Language 3 provided that this. Study 
be his divertiſement-onely, .and not 
his buſineſs: For this Gentility of 
{pirit gives him often a great advan- 
tage in good conferences, and. is not: 
altos: 
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altogether unuſetul in gaining the fa* 
Bredzocri- vour of Ladies : bat this unhappi- 
(bus eſſe Po- neſs attends it, that it wholly ruincs 
ren his Repute, when he makes an open 
bonrnes, Profeſſion thereof, unlets he does ex- 
yox coxceſ- cel in the- art: Whether it ariſes 
fer Colum- from Folly, or from Reaſon, it is a 
Be cuſtom ſo antient, and ſo univerſally 
eſtablifht, that it is impoſſible to abo- 

liſh it 5 ſo that we ſhould makeufe of 

this Talent with great circumſpe- 

Ction. A man well accompliſhe, 

and of a good diſpoſition, is happy, 

if hemeets with a Maſter that de- 

lights in Learning : This is a means 

of diverting him, and gaining his 
Friendthip: he does not every day 

finde occaſionsof rendring him great 

- and jmmportant Services. We ſeldom 
ſee our {elves in a condition of faving 
wur Maſters' Life,” pr of negotiating 

kis affairs ſo diſcre&ety, that our ma- 
nagement thereof may procure him 

the moſt honourable Charges of the 

State. ' Theſe are chances of an ex- 
'traordinary happineſs, which are not 

often in our power : but if we have 

any ingenuity , we may render our 
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mfovate our ſelves into his thoughts, 
diſpel his Melancholy , and prevent 
his Orders - by our diligence. Great 
Services make a fatrer ſhow, and are 
more obliging and advantageous 3 
he that _— the performance 
thereof, paſſes for one that 1s Igno- 
rant or Treacherous. 
Honour and Juftice, which engage 
vs therein, diminiſh in ſome meaſure 
the reſentments which. Maſters oughe 
to have of them, becauſe we ovur 
ſelves are intercſſed therein by our 
own glory : But thele little 10+ 
trigues of plealing being continued 
and often reiterated , arc xeccived as 
Tokens of our inclination and fricad-- 
ſhip, and make a marvellous Progreſs 
in the minde of the Lord, who 
knows how to judge well thereof. 
It is impoſlible cat ſhould icfrain 
from having a fzicndſhip for us, ſec- 
ing that fricndſhip is a mctign of 
Nature , which derives its Origine 
and principle from things that pleaſe / | 
us, and are pic{cnted to cur judges» 
ment. under /:the appearances of | 
good, I (ay that this cfieftof our 
complailancy is infallible, ſuppoling. 
; | al ways 
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always that we have to-do with ufſ— 


Ingenious perſon', who underſtand; 
ſomething 3- otherwile we looſe our 
time and our Jabour.. Ignorance to 


the Soul. is as deafneſs to the Farztell 


tt wonders or impertinencics , you 
are alike underſtood, and alike & 
ficem'd, Men cannot .have an & 
Reem for unknown things : and *tis 


the greateſt misfortune that. can bei 


fall a well-accompliſhe Gentleman, 
to be engaged in the ſervice of a 
Maſter ot this nature : it 18 better to 
be concern'd with. the wickedett ln: 
genious man , than any Innocent 


a. too!; The one is moved, cithcr by 
—*=thc conſideration of the pleature you 
do him, or by that of ſome othcr 1in- 


cereſt.z but the other eſcapes from 
you, when you think you. hold him 
the falicſt : He fruftrates ail the de- 
figacs of - Prudence and Reaſon ; He: 
a Quick-ſand, which -has no- ſolid 
Foundation 53 and as he does not dr 
Gingyuiſh mcn but by their Fortune, 
and by their Habits, thyy ought not 
£0 look upon h'm , but with'Gaizeos 
Spectacles. | 
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That he ought to love his Mas 
fter 5 and how he ſhould de- 
mean himſelf towards bin. 


Have- made this Repetition , be- 
cauſe it is of great importance to- 


avoid this kinde of ſubjeQionz and 


that which remains to be ſpoken con- 
cerning - the Conduct of a Gentle- 
man with his Maſter , preſuppoles 
that he has made a better choice. It 
is certain , that it appertains not ty 
all people, to form indiffoluble bonds 
of Fricend(hip : - This Sacred 'knot of 
civil Society , requires many other. 
circurmtiances, of which all the world 
15 not capable... Goodneſs is the 
bett foundation, and the pleaſure of. 
mutual Offces and of Converſation 
makesthe continuance thereot as long 
as tht life of them whom it has uni. 
tcd. I am (cnfivle tharmena add h:tee 
10 the cquality of. perſons , without 
which it is ſomewhat defective :And 
{o we_cannot properly call this good» 
will Friendſhip,that-happcns _ 
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Matter and Servant. But I auſwer, 
that this incquality of Birth and For- 
tune does not . hinder true Friend 
ſhip, providing that the rcſpe& of 
the lateriour tempers it according]y, 
It-would be a ſort of tyranny, nat 
to love him whom we eſtcem worthy 
of our favour, and an intolcrable 
injuſtice: to deprive a particular pcr- 
fon of the moſt dclightful function 
of his life. For my part I aſſert, 
that men may love their Maſter, and 
ought ſo todo, if they would be be- 
oved/ again. This bcing ſuppolcd, 
Reaſon zequires, that the Qualitics of 
which I have {poken , mcet: in the 
bond of this Friendihip , but more 
apparcntly in the perſon of th: At- 
tendent, than in th2 Malicr + bccauſe 
the one muſt court it by his {crvices, 
and purchaſe it by the <thcacic of his 
Merit:, not bcing able co poll (s it 
but as a favour 3 and the &ther be» 
ſtows it as a Gratuity, which d.pcnds 


'- more from his gcnerolity, than his 


acknowledgements... From-(his Prin» 
iple F.infer_,. . that the Attendant 
ſhould be pliable and ;cxpert , and 
contabute to the Plcatures.. of & © 
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Miſterz that he thould do his ut- 
moſt endeavour to conform himſelf 
to-his hamours , and not' umit any 
thing that will either ſerve him or 
' pleat him : for to ſucceed well m 
tÞ this caſe, he has need of a good4 
ff judgem-nt to diſcern what his Ma- 
* Bf fier loves, and an inclination to per« 
form very well what he undertakes. 
A too profound reſp:&k is not always 
; © advantageous 3 it would be more 
| | convenient if it procceded from Rea- 
- & fon, rather than Fear : The Quality 
BE ofa Gentleman cannot accommodate 
"if (elf with that villanous Paſſion of 
the Soul, which is faitable to none 
but Valets. The 'reſpet which' he 
renders , ought to be accompani'd 
with a certain freedom, which makes 
him known to be whit he is. | And z 
man of Senſe will never exat more 
than is due to him. 

I have ſecn ſome, who running in- 
to the other extreme, became fo fa- 
miliar with Princes, that they grew 
impudent : Fhis is a manner of 1- 
ving , which has ever ſcem'd to me 

fortiſh and ndiculous, and which is 
acver practiſed but by dizzy-headcd 
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gay == it is not becaule 1t do-s not 
ſometimes ſucceed well at Court, and 
in the Familics of Great Lords, and 
that theſe men do not attain their 
ends; for they demand their afliitance 
with ſuch impudeace & importunity; 
that Princes cannot te]l how to refule 
them : And being for the molt part 
more brisk than judicious , thcy are 
commonly.great talkers; and if they 
cannot per{wade, they deafcn. Thus 
thefe_fice and -pratling humours be- 
ing not capable of (crious reflecti- 
ons, hazard all things, and arc not 
very ſenſible. of contgempts or abuſes. 
They ave expos'd. every hour to re 
ceive affronts .» if they are driven 
ont at the door, they will eater again 
at the window, and do never con- 
ccive themſelves to be in diſgrace. 
But whatſoever (werves from the 
Rules of Wiſdom and Modeſty, can- 
not becomea purſon of Honour z his 
Scope is not only to make a Fortune, 
but co preferve his Reputation 5 The 
moli- profitable courſe is not permit- 
tcd him , when it ccales to be ho- 
nourable. Men may gather Wealti 


ol degcipt, if they arc willing to be 
Fe» 
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reputed Cheatsz and commecnly they 
who arc too greedy and covetous, 
have little regard to their Elteerne 
Our Souls, te not capable of two c- 
qual Paſiovs at the ſame time : E- 
quality 1s coritrary to their Nature, 
which is to tranſport themſelves vi- 
olently towards the Obje& which 
has the predominance 3/ and every 
one knows that balances made £qual, 
have no inclination. A wile man 
may have theſe two Paſſions, - pro- 
vided he conſiders that of Honour as 
dential and neceſſary , the other as 
profitable and accidental ; --The fuſt 
annot mals its EfleR, becauſe it is 
wholly in his power, and its great- 
eft tyranny cannot extort any thing, 
from him contrary to Vertue : But 
the Eff: of the laſt is not wholly in 
his power. Therefore we ſee that 
men do not pardon the faults which 
we commit againſt our Honour, but 
they calily pity the unhappy ſuccets 
of our Fortune. —_ 

L have often obſerved, that great 
Wits, who have this fire which heats 
and enlightens them, arc ſubjekt to 
violent Paſſions z but they always 
weighs 
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weigh down the ballauce on the moi 
honeſt part. They fay that Julix 
Ceſar had rwo principal of:et, which 
were his Maſters during the whole 
courſe of his lifez Love and Ambi- 
tion. Never was any man fo Jaſci- 
vious, and took ſo much pleaſure in 
winning the favours of Ladies; but 
the enrag'd defire of commanding F": 
was ever predominant over that of 
Love 3 he made Glory his Idol, to 
which he ſacritic'd his thoughts, his 
fleep, his'cares, his ſweats, his toils, 
his "perils , and: even his love it (elf, 
This Pafſion reign*d ſo imperiouſly 
in his Soul, that it ſuffered none 6 
thers but as Naves which ſhe enter- 
tain'd only for her own ſervice. For 
_ my part, I conccive that that of * 
gaining Eſteem and Honour ovght = 
© polls the foveraign command in 
a Gentleman's minde , foraſmuch as N** 
Wealth, far from being contrary to 
his fortune,naturally produces effects, 
which ſucceſsfully tend to the ſame 
end; For if he aſpires to the repute F® 
of more than an ordinary man, he 
is obliged to perform ſuch noble, a- 
&ions as.may precure him' this ad- 
| Vall- 
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nantage 5 © and this neceſſity engages 


Proeflion, and to behave himſelf af- 
tcr that manner, that he may not 
give any perſon an occaſion of con- 


ſo neceſſary ,a circumiiance for his 
fortune and his cftabhſhmcnt , that 


all his hopesz ſcejng.ag,.45 manifeſt, 
that his Maſter cannot love him, un- 
le he-eltcems him; and cannot e- 
ſeem h! -anleſs he be convinc-d of 


the good Bpinion we hayegof things 
docs nat always oblige |us to. love 
vMchem 3 and thafra rational man will 
of Fecknowledge 7 lar of his Ene- 
+ fy, without beating any friendſhip 
n Ffowards him : __. objeZion 1s 
& (aot pertinent to the (ubje&t of which 
g Þ! freat, foraſmuch as our enemy may 
; (conſcrve his good qualities, and de- 
» ipiſe our. fricnd(hip : But a Gentle- 
e (han reccives an advantage by his 
e | Worth, »iz.he renders hiynſclt amia- 
+ blein his Maiters light z & this eftecm 


« Fad tricnd{hip accompany* one the 


other, 


him co apply himſelf ſeriouſſy to the 
knowledge of the affairs jul is own 


(nving his proceedings. This 1s. 


it makes the very. fonudation of 


his merich. They may tell me, that, 


þ., - 
* 

. 
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other, as a ſhadow the body; and wr 
ever inſeparable, 7 
I have ſaid that he ought to avoid 


— 


Impudence, and that ridiculous fa-7* 


miliarity, which ſavouss too mich « 
the Buffoon. 1 do not adviſe him 
to be continually fo reſerved, that 
he dares not ſpeak a witty word, if 
he findes an opportunity of doing it 
diſcreetly : Silence 1s aſwel a mark 


of ſtupidity* as of reſpet, It is fuk-N 


ficient if he ſpeaks to the purpoſe, 
and never becomes importunate; 
he may entcrtain his Mafter with 


ſome privacics in particular, if he 
perceives that his converſation plea 
ſes him, provided he be careful to ob- 
ſerve his diſtance in the preſence of thi 
lirangers. 
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CHAP. X. 


that he ought to endeavor to 
be employed in the negotia- 

tion of his Maſter's Affairs 

at Court ; and wherefore 8 


He World is a Corhedy 3 the beſt 
Actors are thoſe that repreſent 
their Parts the moſt naturally 3 but 
be wiſelt do not always a& Kin 
id Great Lords, and are ſeldome the 
Hero's of the Play. In the Subject 
herecf I treat, the moſt difkcule is 
hat of the inferiour 3 hz has much 
0 at b:fore he can hope for any 
hing : his faults retoxt| upon h'mMs» 
(:1f, and his ſpectators are ever more 
ready to abuſe than to favour him, 
"Tis upon-this account that he ought 
tokeep a continual guard againſt his 
Imprudence , as well as againſt the 
Malice of his Enemics. A grand do- 
meſtick cannot be without intrigues 3 
and we ſeldome ſez a Gentl:man in 
a great Family ſo much reſpected by 
* Whe others, as that they will not pre- 
ad in the leaft to his Employ cntS. 
*TIis 
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*T1s not ſufficient to delerve them 
better than his Competitoursz but 
it is convenient to promote his In- 
creſt with great circumſpection and | 
comingenis, To demand them mot ff - 
ſubmuſſively, or to employ the Friend} * 
ſhip of his Maſters confidents for 
to ſuggeſt to him chat he has deſer- 
ved. them. There is no Juſtice {6 
exa& , nor Bounty ſo pertc& , but © 
receives more life by being follid- | * 
ted : There is no impudence in de-Y 
manding great Employs, when men 
know themſtlves to be capable of dil- 
charging them honourably 3 they have 
always for a pretext the paſſion of Nl | 
ſerving their Maſter, and making ap-|} : 
pear their tidchty. I do particularly 
clteem that Gentleman happy., who 
35 employed by a Great Lord. to ne- 
gotiate his affairs at Court'z if he has 
any ingenuity, he promotes his own 
igterelt together with his Maſtcrs, 
by giving there great evidences of his 
ſuthciency , which beat him out 4 
path to arrive at greater preterments, | 
There are many accomplithe perſons F 
who. are not unhappy, but becauſe 


they arc unknown 3 thoſe who wa'k 
in 


” ns 
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in the long Gallery without being 
admitted into the Council-Chamber, 
are like the Souls in -Eimbo, -who 
cannot go to Paradiſe. - The mofk 
difficult-thing is to make their worth 
known. Kiogs have Eyes and Ears 
thr t the whole World, and 
their inclinations are not more de> 
termined to confer Honours on Great 
Lords than on private Gentlemen : 
\f they have an advantage by their 
Birth, theſe have one by their good 
Qualifications. Nature is not un- 
juſt in the diſtribution of her fa» 
yours ſhe ſcldom beſtows an extra» 
ordinary Wit , on ſuch as ſhe cauſes 
to be bom in the midſt of abun- 
dance 3 and ſhe often delights to 
give but very little Wealth to the 
molt ingenious perſons ; But let us 
rather (ay, that/is an effe& of the 
Wiſdom of God , who orders -her 
operations. 

; I once heard a paradox proved be- 
fore the King of Sweden, which had 


| great relation to what I have aſſer< 


ted. A certain man extoPd the 
mighty progreſs of his Arms in 


Germany, and maintiin'd in his pre- 
_ lence 


4D, 
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1ence ,that his Valour, his vaſt de- 
Agnes, and his noble Exploits, were 
the'moſtiperfet works of -Providence 
that ever were that without him, 
the houſe of Awfris had rais'd if 
Jelf to 'an Univerſal Monarchy, to 
the utter Ruine and Extirpation of 
the Proteſtant Religion : that it was 
moſt ovident-by the Miracles of his 
Life', that God' had: Created him 'for 
the ſafety of /Mankinde 3 that the 
unlimited greatne(s of his Courage 
was a 'prefent of 'God's Omnipoten- 
cy, and a viſible effeQ of his infinite 
goodneſs. 'Say rather, repli'd the 
| Kivg, thatit is atoken of his Wrath 
- Duedam and Ilndignation ; I the War which 
| remedia {)wape be a Remedy, *tis more in- 
' Friftzora 5 
| font iſo TOlerable than the Difcaſe. God 
morbo, Plu, never departs from mediocrity to 
by go into- Extremes without Chaftifing 
lome body : It is a figne ot his love 
to the people , when he infpires but 
oxdinary Souls into Kings. He who 
is not tramed out-of the pureſt mould, 
cannot conecive any grand- projects. 
Glory and Ambition leave him to his 
gepoſe : if he applies himſelf to his 
> affairs, his dgminion is the more hap- 
F | PT 
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py 3 it he diſcharges himſelf of his 
cares upon one ot his Subjecs , to 
whom he imparts his Authority , the 
worſt that can happen is, that he-en= 
creaſes his Fortunes at the expence 
of the Publike, that he impoſes ſome 
Subſidies to raiſe moneys whereby 
to advance his Friends, and that-he 
cauſcs his equals to' grumble ; who 
can hardly brook his "Power z but 
theſe Evils are very inconliderable if 
compared with thoſe which the 'hu» 
mours of a haughty Prince produce 2 
The exccſſive Pafſion' which he has 
for Renown , 'by defixoying his own 
repole , does neceflatily "oblige him 
to deprive his Subjes of the ſame 
He cannot endure any equals in the 
World 3 heaccounts all his Enemies, 
who will not be his Vaſſals. This is 
a Torrent which makes'all places de- 
folate through which-it flides : and 
by carrying his -Arms-as far as his 
Hopes , he fills the world with Ters 
rour, Miſery , and Confuſion. Vi- 
Rory is the effect of Ambition , and 
Waris the Recreation of- Conque- 
rours: ?*tis-an evil which entertains 
a maltitude of others -in ts retinue, 

I 2 and 
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and there is not one to be found com- 

parable toit. The Quarrel of C2ſar 
and Pompey hath formerly intereſled 
all the States of the World ,- becauſe 
ehey both pretended to an: Univerſal 
Monarchy : their Courages were fo 
jundaunecd, and their Vertue ſo cqual, 
that -Valour not being able to deter 
mine the point, left the deciſion there 
of to Fortune» The Enterprizes. af 
great Princes are always grievous to 
their own SubjeQs 3 their Lawrels 
Caſt ſuch ſhadows as Blaſt the (mal 
lex Plants, and produce ' none. but 
hurtful Fruits themſelves. - By this 
Reaſoning.we may conchide , that 
Providence, which watches perpetu- 
ally over us, never brings forth a 
haughty Prince , but from time to 
time to curb the Licentiouſnels of 
the Pcoplez and her bounty is much 
greater.in beſtowing, mean and ordi» 
nary, than ambitious and extraordi- 
nary Spirits on Kings and Prin» 
CES. 

And for my part, I aſſert from -the 
like conſequence , that the ſame Ju- 
{tice 1s con{picuous in the diſtribution 
pt Fayours among all ſorts of men: 

tar Ys 
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ſor as ſhe gives to no-body all per- 
fetions together, ſo ſhe produces 
not one altogether uncapable of Dil 
cipline 3 and it is but reaſonable, that 
ſhe ſhould beſtow leſs Wit on thdſe 
who are born rich, than on ſuch as 
a low Extraction', or an unhappy * 
diſaſter has impoveriſhed. The farſt- 
have necd onely of an ordinary Con- 
duct to live happily, the laſt miuſt be 
owners of extraordinary Merits, to 
ſupply their neceſſities. It was the 
fiying of -a Greek Poet , That Indi- 
gence awakens Arts, and' Poverty is 
the Mother of Invention : there is 
great pobability , that” this Autfior 
did not elevate his thoughts 10 the 
firſt cauſe of this effect, Poverty «© 
it {cf does nothing that's worthy; 
bne it is the temperament , which 
God has made in the Soul of him, 
who is filled with Light and under-- 
ſtanding 3 as Simplicity and Igno-' 
rance are "ingredients in the Souls 
of thoſe who abound in Wealth and” 
Faches. | 
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Cnarp. XL 


That he may be advancd from 
the ſervice of a Great Lord, 
to that of the King or Prince: 
And that a Maſter ought to 
freat @ Gentleman courte- 


ouſly. 


Have ſpoken in my firſt Part, of 
the wonderful progreſs which per> 
{ons of Quality make in the Court, 
when their wit and judgement - are 
equal to their Riches and Fortune. 
I have nothing more to ſay to them 3 
my defigne being only to advertiſe 
a Gentleman , that as I have ſet no 
bounds to his Worth, ſo he ought to 
preſcribe none to his Fortune. One 
of our Conſtables had no cauſe to 
complain of changing his Matter 3 
the ſupport of the Trunk is ever 
more firm than that of the Branches : 
There is not the leaſt imprudence 
in paſlling from the retinue of a great 
Lord to the ſervice of a King, or of 
ſome other: (oyeraign Prince , pro- 
vided 
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vided that it be done fairly and with 
out treachery. If he loves: us he 
will be extremely [glad of our 'pro-: 
ferment z and if he does'not love us," 
we do not -owe him that dalt com-: 
plaifance of conſuming our life un- 
der the tyranny of his ingratitude 
and-injuſtice.. Oar.ſervices ought to 
be fincere and faithful, but not per-' 
petual-: Our condition would be 
worſe than that of a ſlave, if we 
\ BY were obliged to do all for him, and” 
- Y nothing tor our ſelves ; Reaſon and 
. & Natureteach us to purſue our Inte- 
relts, when they are not contrary to 
the Maximes of Honour. 

For my part , 1 am well fatisf'd 
with a Great Lord; who is not na- 
turally liberal, when- CET his Sex- 
vants the good werds which they de- 
ſerve, akboagh he;docs themino- 6-/ - 
ther courteſic, This teſtimGhy of 
his friend(hip is obliging, and my; | 
become prohtable' in time :; "but I 
meet with nothing moxe rare ini the = : 
mouths of perſons of Quality; than 
this 'ſort of Commendation 3 they 
will rather praiſe the Horſes paces, 
than the Teachers 5kill 3 and* if a 
I- +- Gen» 
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p 
Gentleman by his diſcreet manage» || * 
ment, makes their. -affairs . proſper, { 
they: will attribute the cauſe thereof x 

p 
p 
\ 


to. ſome other 'circumiiance rather 
than to his condua, This Injuftice. 
as a contagion is communicated trom 
Parents to Children 3. *tis an antient 
tradition of which  husbands and: I} © 
their wives make a myſtery 3 and: 
it paſſes for a politick Rule in Noble: |} * 
Families : But I cannot forbear pro- 
ving, that this Maxime is as crronis 
ous aSit is ungrateful, and it ought. 
not to be entertain'd by any generous | 
ar noble Soul. | 
Can any one deny that Praiſe and: 
Eſteem are the true and eſſential 1e- 
wards of Vertue ?- And that the An- 
mY tient Heroes. did- not propound to 
_—_— themſelves Glory as- their Objec, 
zeretar,ni- When they cnterprizd to. etcrnize 
 rabiles ſu: their memory by theix brave Ex- 
are  Ploits? Cicero lays, that if Vertue. 
* Cicero, Could aſſume a body to preſent it ſelf 
'Laxdataq; to oureyes, ſhe would even to admir 
Firtws cre- ration raviſh the hearts of all Speta- 
Jin, in- tors. And Quid (ays, that Praiſe 
via ary, nourilhes her, and Glory has a ſharp 
- $£«bc:.Ovid ſpur, which excites and apimates ae 
Non. 


OO LL AK #t. we = mw oo i jw. + wmwy Ay my ga 


" . ay HT RT TEE SASet” a : _ 
_ of a »" "T7, EW 
Wh i EN 
Hart I. GENTLEM . 
6 6 - 2 hah * . , * =» _— 


- # flochtul. Therctore if ſhe de+ 
ſerves our eſteem and -our applaulſc, 


£ © is it not an errour to believe that 'men 
:: | ought not to ſpeak well'of thole' that 
. eſs hex? and if an inferiour 'em- 
Þ ploys his Vertue only to ſerve his 


, | Maſter more advantageouſly, can he | 
| | conceal it without being guilty” of” 
© ingratitude and baſeneſs > Why does 
he-not take as great pleaſure in cx- 
tolling , the Merit of a Gentleman 
that ſcrves him), as in boaſting of his 
tine Horſes, or in deſcribing his rich 
Farniture , and his Ratcly Houſes ? 
He is Maſter of all theſe, but of a 
G-nticman after a more noble man- 
ner. He cannot (ect forth his Worth, 
without adding . at the ſame time 
ſomewhat to -his own Glory. Would 
it not be more advantageous for hit, 
to make appear that he has for a D. 
meſtick a Perſon worthy * to coii.- 
mand a whole Province ? *and thac 
he reccives. homages and reſpcct; 
trom one to whom 'no.man can rcti...: 
his approbation and ettecm ? To .! 
otherwile, is to underſtand his o- 
latere(t very ill, and to be guiity 
Ignorance as Well as ingraticulc. 
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he docs it from a principle of jea- 
louſfie, this Pafſion muſt needs be ris" 
diculous, ſeeing there is no equality 
in their Fortune 3 and if he fears. to 
create any vain thoughts thereby in 
his Servant, from that inſtant in 
which he fuſpeAs him inclinable- 19 
this extravagance, he bccomes inju- 
ious, by imputing to him a crime, to 
which he is not obnoxious ; It 
would be more reaſonable that he 
ſhould turn the Medial, and think 
that by publiſhing his Worth, he 
ſhould binde him to his fcrvice witch 
a new chain, that this proof of his 
friendſhip would make him in love 
with his ſubjcFion 3 that *tis to ren- 
der him juſtice, which he receives as 
a favour; and that at length all the 
World will judge, that he cheriſhcs 
n another the worth which he poſ- 
ſefles in him(elf- 

F finde it not firange, that a Com- 
mon Spirit is not capable of theſe re- 
fAicQions 3 but I cannot conceive how 
a man of Senſe ſhould be inveagled 
to follow thoſe Errours , which are 
not authoriz'd , but by the ignorant 
multitude , who cannot eſtecm that 

which 
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which they anderftand \not. Yet I 
could pardon this in a Country-Lord, 
7 who tancies he 13 notMaſter there,un- 
» | leſs he has an imperious tone to make 
] 

, 


himſelf revercnced by the Country- 
men , and re{pected by his Dome- 
ſticks z who per{ſwades himſclf, that 
his Grandeur confifts in ſce1ug thoſe 
| abont him proſtrate at his fect 3 who 
holds a-Council without intrigues or 
-attairs z who confounds Vanity with 
the poiat of Honour z who puts ng x 
dift.rcnce between Glory and Arro- 
gance 5 and who frames a ridicujous 
Chimera of his own quality , which 
makes him unworthy of the reſpects 
and fervices of any brave or gallane 
man. He whodocs not know what 
he is himfelf, will hardly inde our 
what we are : he mult tirlt do hims 
ſe'f juitice, before he! can be capable 
ot rendring it to others, Greatne(ſs 
and M-anne(s arc two oppolite terms, 
but no: contrary 3 theſe two extremes 

| are eafily united by. the courtelie of 
the one,and the reipect of the other :; 
A Lord is as much obliged to be ci- 
viltous, as we are to be rc{pecttul 


to him. Arrogance produces not thac 
«ft. 
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effc& which ſecks in the minde ot a | 


Gentleman, it cxaſperates more than 
ſubjeQs him z it extioguiſhes all his. 
friendſhip, becauſe it perſwades him, 
that he is not in the leaſt. beloved, 
but has great injuſtice done him : 
And if the neceſkity of his affairs, or: 
the hope of his fortune, hinders him. 
from ſhaking off his Yoak, he ſtudies 
rather to diſſemble than forget his: 
reſentment, and ſerv.s no longer but. 
with regret. I would adviſe perſons: 
of Quality always to inſpire love 
into Gentlemen, and fear into Valets, 
Love in. the Soul of aman of Ho- 
nour, makes a)l thin,s pleaſant and. 
ealie: the Roſes >which he gathes 
for- his Maſter, are ever - without 
Thorns; he flights all hardſhip, tra; 
vel or perils 3 he intereſts himſelf fo 
far in his ſervice, that he looks upon 
it.as his Glory, his point of Honour, 
and his SatisfaQion : On the con- 
trary, meaner Servants who have na 
Senle, are not capable of great frieng- 
ſhip 3 their (cope being to live, and 
their pleaſure to do nothing, they are 


{cldam contain'd within the bounds 


of their duty, but by the fear of cha- 
ſile= 


@- oo - =| 


- 
| 
| 
] 
| 
4 


2 y ; Efife/ : - 
art 11. ENTLEME N, 
. © 


fliſements.. A Perſon of Quality, 
who a&s otherwiſe, latours pen 
ioſt his own Intereſt, whic 

in.being well and decently en 


ded. 


CHAP. XII. 
That he ought not to be diſtaſted 


at his Maſter's croſs. humour : 
And of the errour of ſuch as 


deſpiſe the Charge of Secretas 
£t: 


om made this digreſſion from- 
the conduc of the attendant to 
hat of his Maſter , becauſe. there is 
ſuch a connexion. between theſe two, 
that it isa diflicult matter to ſeparate 
them. 

Arrogant and haſty men are com» 
monly unprofitable and uncafie to be 
lerved 3 the gentleneſs of mens hu- 
mour is an infallible token of the 
gocdneſs of their Manners. Pall:o- 
nate men arelike Lions, always.tor- 
mented wuh a Fevour 3 and as .they 
are. 
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are not in the leati moved with the 
fwcemeſs of picaſures, they are not 
diverted with the ingenuity of a 
wit y perſon : : Taneir Lite 1s a perp:» 
tual Winter, which has ic!dome any 
fair days : this is the molt ordinary 
tempcrament of men of bulincls, 
which naturally produces Melanchos 
ly 3 and thcſe are the molt proheable 
Maſters. I have known forme, who 
have advanced the Fortunes of mauy; 
th:ſe do more tor others than tor 
thamlcives, becauſe thy give with 
ſo bad a grace, that they wiolly des 
ſicoy ihe Merit of their tavours : ard 
11 any perſon docs rclene them, jt us 
becaulc 'he ſho.ild be unjuſt to-do 0+ 
th:rwilc. For my part, I (hall eva 
preter the acknowi:dgments which 
proceed trom Love , betore thoſe 
which | Generoftity produces 3 forab 
much as thele arc made in reſpect of 
the Benttactors,, the other in coults 
deration of themfcives. Moreover, we 


- mult reſolve to bzar with our Ma- 
| fter's croſs humour, whea we cail 


hope to! reccive aily great bearhi by 
him : Although th: road we keep, be 


rugged: and ditficult, yer we malt not 
| _ 
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leave it, if it brings us to the place 
whither we tend. The aim of a 
Gentleman is not to fſcek all plea- 
ſures in a Service , it is to make his 
Fortune 3 and hz would be extreme- 
ly happy , if he ſhould meet with 
theſe two together. A teachey and 
Paſſionate diſpoſition is not more in- 
compatible with Juſtice and diſcre- 
tion, than Choier with a good Wit 
th:fe cannot but eſteem the good qua- 
lfications of fuch as approach them, 
although they are not diverted there- 
with : Suffcicncy plcaſts them, be+ 
caule they pofleſs it themſelves, and 
are very ſenſible, that it is profitable 
fo them in the perſons'bf their Do- 
meſticks. It is very difficult to pre- 
ſerve an even humour in the mid(t 
of a continual harras of weighty af- 
fairs ; the greateſt Souls bear this 
burthen very impatiently, and receive 
'no (mall impreſſions from bad fſuc« 
oF ciiſes3 the mulciplicity of cares 0+ 
FE verwhelnis them, and the people ſur- 
'f round them in that manner, as t9 
'F block up all the Avenacs to their Re- 
*' creations: it does not belong to us 
to change them 5 it is ſufficient to 
, make 
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make our-parts known, and to pri> 
ſwade them of our affection. Ther: 
employments and favours will tinde. 
us as loon in-the. Antichamber as in; 
the Cabinet and-to take it aright, 
thcir preſents contribute more to 
| our Fortune than their Carcil.s. 
| wha efica- *Tis a.wondertul thing that the. 
crimes re- Tyranny. ot - Culieme ſhould com- 
rum On p<l us to follow the Multituds, and: 
| viſer, Plin abandon our.Reaſon, Let the Coun» 
| try-Nobllity . ſpeak. their opinions 
freely, and. you ſhall inde. thum. all 
of one. /accord, , that a particular 
Gentleman cannot (ek his Fortune: 
better than 1n the retinue of a Prince, 
or a Miniſtcr of State 5 that - the 
lictle Empioys which thcy . beſtow: 
upon him, are but (o-many ſicps td 
mount to higher 3 that he ought to- 
have a {ubmiflive Scul, and not dif- 
dain to begin at the meanelt Servis 
ces tO arrive at the greatett hongurs3 
that trom a Page h: ſhould: attempt 
to.b:come a Gentleman-attendant, 
or Malſtcr of, his Game : but in«caſc 
you ſhould propound to them ..the 
cbarge of Secretary, they will . con- 


dema it as b-ueath his Quality, and I wo 
ſay. 
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ſay, that a Gentleman ought not to 
Ewcar a+ Feather, unleſs: in his Hat 
andthat it would be a diſhonour to 
quit his Sword , to carry a Letter-. 
cale.. I muſt conte(s, that theſe gi- 
vers of advice are very competent' . 
Judges in this matter, and know ad- 
mirably well -how to make a diſtin- 
Gion between the: honour- and” the: 
profitableneſs. of Employments : 
Doubtleſs they underſtand the point 
of Honour very well, to aſſure one 
that it is more Noble to fill his Ma- 
fer Drink at his meals, - than to ex- 
plain his-thoughts and his intentions: 
w his Letters-y-that it-is more ho- 
noutable to dre(s. Horſes, and —P 
Pages, than to converſe with Embal-- 
ladors, and 'be the Confide ntof the 
moſt important Secrets between the 
Court and him.. In my- opinion he 
will cake greater pleaſure in. enter- 
I taining his Maſter about his Dogs,and 
- Y his Hunting, than about h's great 
| Negotiations 3 and his fuſhciency wi. 
I better appear in- chafing a Beaſt, thair 
In managing thoſe conceras which 
paſs through his hands. Bur if they: 
would conlider the advantages of 
thele 
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theſe Places, thcy muſt contult thoſe 
that have been Secretaries, to learn, 
that never anyone miſl:d a Fortune, 
There arecertain myſterics.in this art 
which it is not permitted to reveal 3 
It is (uffcient to ſay, that an Ingen 
ous perſon in this employ, mult ne- 
ccflarily have an opportunity of rai- 
ling his Fortune, without wounding 
his Honour, or offending his Vertue, 
"Tis che moſt fair place 1a the whole 
Houle to acquire Friends, becaufc the 
Favours and Graces of Princcs are' 
diſtributed by his hands 4 he bas a 
thouſand occafions every day- of ob« 
iging perſofls of Quality, who r& 
ſent luck Civilities at firlt or laſt. For 
my.part,l conceive, that the dithculty 
of the Fandtion has ot late days cx* fthe 
cudcd moit Noblemen trom itz and the 
that this errour had not crept into the Rexc 
World , but becaule ot inur I2no- can 
rance3 and roipcak truth, he who Wſeh 
can- acquit hinfclf wourthily of this Yof 
Charge, is capable ot many other: ſes 
be mult not onely have Vertue and fthe 
Faithtulnetsin his Conduct, bat cons Nlaf 
tai) in himſ-1f all the good qualities Yew 
ot an accowplithe perton ; It is ne- Yto 
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cellar y, that. be be: skiil'd in all Arts 
and Sciencesz that he underſtands 
forrein Languages, and all the'Criti« 
ciſms and clegancies of our own. - It 
$not enough to have a quick Inven- 
tion ,'a tenacious Memory , and a 


eeable expreſſions , and make uſe 
ſele& words, which ſmell neither 
of the Pedantry of the School, nor 
of the Poetry» of Parnaſſm. I was 
always of opinion, that the moſt dif- 
ficult kinde of writing was that of 
Letters 4 \and 1 _ beard knowing 
perſons proteſt, that Cicero's Epittles 
were worth all his other works. The 
ralon is , that a Lerrer is the true 
wodudtion of our minde, that it is: 
the lively and natural Picture of our- 
thoughts and imaginations'y all the 
excellencies and: (oluecifms thereof 
can bz attributed to none but to our 
ſelves alone ; we cannot fay ſo much 
of our eommon and familiar diſcour- 


Wes; our thoughts which preſent 
Fthemſclves in a crowd , ' give us not 


lafure to make | choice of the apteſt 
exprefſions : But this default is not 


Fio be in our Letters we can adorn 


them 
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clear Judgement 3 he muſt alſo have 
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tzem witn all the: graces ot &lo- 
quence, (ceing-we have tire to adde 
both a method and politeneſs 1o--our 
ſule. Lawyers in writing their Ore 
tions -, and Prieſts their- Sermons, | 
have nothing that is (o worthy of our 
elteem z if we conſider , that theſe. 
Haraogues are patcht up of common 
places, Quotations, Apothegmes, res 
markable Examples,and Philoſophic 
Axioms, and modclled by-the Rulcs 
of Rhetorick , which turoiſhes them 
with Exordiumes, Narrations, thcir 
pathetica} Infcrences , and their Fi- 
gures. But Letters require not thele 
lirange- ornamentss their - Beautics 
pleaſe us beſt; when they are wholly, 
naked z they begin without Exot- 
diums , proceed without Narrations, 
explain without Artifice, prove with-: 
out citing Authors,rcaſon withoutLo» 
gick, delight and perſwade wichout 
teopes and frgures. It; is certain they: 
ought to be purgcd- from all theſe, 
foralmuch as they-ccale to be good, 
when they appear learned and 1tudy- 
ed,* This: is, in my .Jadgement, the 
reaſon that we fee fo tew- Scholars 
write agreeably, they know nothing 
pub 
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but what others have ſaid they make A4pud lies 
their Brains portable Libraries, in 99: 4e- 
which is pyl'd up all the Antient >_ 
Greck and Latin, they have ſtudied png da 
the Sciences of others, and have not 

encreaſed their-own knowledge 3 they 

are Parrots, which ſpeak-nothing but 

what they are caught's they arc un- 

Skilfal Husband men, who leave their 
Underſtanding fallow,to till their Me- 

moryz& they are bad Frenchmen, who 

never underſtand well their  Mother- 

tongue. ' Certainly-there 4s not more 

miſcrable fuft than the Letters of 

thoſe fambus men of Colledges z you 

would ſay they have @ Language dif- 

ferent from ours, and that they pur- F 
poſe -not to be underſtood ; Lear- | 
ning is ſo prevalent in them, that 

Nature her ſelf is obliterated 3 and 

when they have not a Subject where- 

of they can ſpeak by Book, they be- 

come either ſilent or ridiculous. 
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How it comes to paſ that 1 n ; 
are "leſs knowing than the w_”_ 


Antients. Wo 
mar I 


Canpanella, Famous . man of our- age told 
me one day, that he had found hi 
out three reaſons, why, we were. beef 
come le(s- knowing than the Anti ipls 
ents: 'He :did not attribute the de-roub 
fault to the imperfection of time onng 
and the ſucceſhon of years3 he wayFicrcc 
ſuſhciently convinc'd, 4hat men were#'to. 
always born, have ever lived and dicdÞt Ph 
after one ard the ſame manner 3 andPliſhir 
inthe time of Ariftotle.and Blato, heF'p1cs 
who did arrive to the age of Eighty orc! 
years, waS accounted very Old. owed 
The tirſt of his Reaſons was, that hich 
we ſpent our Youth-in the ſtudy of (ooc 
the Greck and Latine Tongues ayhichFÞed ta 
are no Sciences , but petty Tyrants, reflic 
Who ſcize on our minds, to remove ropes 
us farther from them. The ſecond, id 1 
that wexead too much ; The third, Fly « 
that we do not reaſon throughly of cult 
things. Ariſtotle was a Grecian, and$6 ot 
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xrhaps underſtood none but his 
Nurſes Language + yet he infiruced 
bis Poſterity in all Parts '@f Philoſo- 
by, and-eterniZ*d his by his 
Jarned 'Works. From his Une they 
xgan to learn the terms of Gram- 
nar and Geometry : theſe two Sct- 
s were ſo common among thoſe 
f this Nation , | that he continually 
Iraws Confequences'from theſe Prine 
aples , without giving himſelf the 
rouble of explaining them , ſup- 
whng that no. man was 1gnorant 
kereoh - From thence"they-proceed- 
d'to Logick, and to the other Parts 
of Philofophy, which confi(t im eita- 
liſhing certain and manifeſt Prin- 
ples,\, to draw therefrom infallible 
daclufrons. This Science was fok 
wed by the Rufes of Rhetorick, 
hich inftrued *them to put 'in 


pod order what *the- other Sciences - 


ed taught them; and by ſweet -ex- 
reſſions joyn'd with the grace -of 
ropes and hgures , :both to delight 
d perſwade the Auditory. * The 
dy of that age was; to:rclolve dif- 
cult Queſtions; to diſcover the catis 
5 of Things, to lcarn the mott ap+ 

| par 
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parent by Experiments, and the morg 
occult by -Reaſonivpg. They were 

by their Perceptic 
a hot -quality, than | 
ns authority, who taug} 


burn. 
$ydera ſm Their Sciences were beyond com 
| terra di- pariſon more noble than ours, fo 
| "cwmu4 aol much as they were more free z the 
tuſtis /ecu- acknowledged onely demonſtrative 
la tempori- Reaſon .for their Miſire({s , withou 
#66s ſubmitting themſelves to the tyrannyſſj 
or capriciouſneſs of Authors. Th 
method of ſtudying -multipli'd the 
Sets of Philoſophers, and every-one 
maintain'd his Opinion as -he ut 
derfiood it. But in our days, menff to 
Obeſt p!z- would be accounted ignorant by the the; 
ne! Regents of our Univerſitics, if they the! 
voluxt, ay. ſhould contradi& avy - Opinion ol app 
thoritas eo- their Ariſtotle : They caule our Stu pur, 
moe de- dies to degenerate into Religion, andy} of 
4197 Gant the Sciences intp Faith ; It ſufhces tog wh 
cite the Philoſopher, for to impole} per 
filence on the Afſertor of the molly fter 


reaſonable and moſt ſound Opiniot 
of the World, if it does not agree 
his Maximes. | 


Part I. GENTLEMEN, 193 | 
1 am perſwaded that the incons | 
ftancie of times is ſufficient both to 
deſtroy and aboliſh this Egrour. In 
S. Angrftin's days, men were excom= 
municated for teaching or- reading 
the Books of this Philolopher. Geo- 

- grapbers who deſcribed our Antipo-' 
des, were condemn'd for Hereticks 5 
and Attronomers paſs'd for Magi- 
cians, when they predicted the Eclips 
ſes of Sun and Moon. Themas A-' 
| quinas, the moſt clear and moſt judi- 

- cious Wit of the World, reftabliſhe* 
'the honour of theſe unhappy 'menz. 
and recalling them from' the Cabi-* 
* nets of the Curious , whither Igno»+ 
rance had baniſht them, rettored them 
| to that liberty, of which the Ana- 
thema*s of the Church had deprived- 
them. His Authority made them- 
appear reaſonable , and his Sanity” 
purged all the malice from the minds 

of Students. After this , conſider 

whether theſe Regents ought fo im-' 

periouſly co render themſelves Ma» 

ſters of our (entimcnts's and who 

will affure us , that they ſhall not: 

be one day ſuppreſ@*d Þ ind that © 
»- 5 Ya our 
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ons rey ſhall not thiak them as 
frivolous and weak, as we canceive 
them <6 oe 
ccytainty of. our judgements, {es 
without, doubt both their weakne(s 
and'gur own, and-makes me conclude 
avith great probability, that an inge- 
nous; perfon. may ſeek m_ this 
diverſity of Opinions the moſt found 
hy profound 'and free .conteguplati- 
ans,and embrace that without offence 
which ſeems -to him the bet and the 
ragſt reaſonable, I hope 1 ſhall be 
mariond for ſpeaking alter this.man- 
ner';; for 1 mult acknowledge my elf 


mose 'indebted to Nature, than to. 


py Tutours. z and having ſpent 
gore than half of my lite in Armics, 
I have hadlittle converſe with Books, 
bag bebe applied. my. telf, chiefly to 

Rudy of the World, 40 -furni(h 
and. fuccour. my Spegulatians with 
(ore ſlight obſervations. This me- 
thod of Studying, has taught me not 
to: envy theelteem 'of the Learned, 
and to comfort, my ſelf without xc+ 
get, that Lhave not bcen able toar- 


xc at the leaſt glimpſe of their. gJo- 


3+. , Llook upog them as' men who 
have 
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_ written. much, but not as ſuch 


. 7 
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25 are never decived $ Ido not won- I 


der that they have' (@cftabliſht their 
——— owe 
dents, ſecing.the gregret 

always of the be Gaſes and Tenth, 
which ſuffers neither contraricty nor 
diviſion, does never rethaiv conftant 
anong them; This* confideration 
makes me take- the-libarty;416e to 
conſent always to the ſentiments of 
the Multitude, and to afſert,according 
to my firſt Proje, that the Opi 
is very. ridiculous, which ves 
Gentleman of ,the Charge of Secxes, 
tary. , And. if L was a get Li p 
would alter this hah in. my. 
for indeed, what antigathy, .is there 
between the Pen and the Sword ? I: 
they rant, that a, Learned man' may: 
be. Vahant, will- they. ape; Sowa allow. 
that a Valiant man ps aan be.a 

y.? Knowledge-ay 


prehenſjon-are not: Jeſs x ed 


Conduct, than a. great Fg ncogh 
Wegwouy and deſperate Attcmpts, 
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CHAP, XIV. 

That a Gentleman who perceives | hi 
in himſelf a natural diſpoſi- | 8 
tion to Study, ought to apply 
himſelf thereto - And that 
n0.2man can be learned with- 
out his inclination. 


w 


| Will not deny that a Souldier 
cannot well be without the po- 
Irtenefs of diſcogrſe and knowledge, 
which are neceffary for an expert 
Secretary 3 (o' F look not upon this 
Employ as a thing, to which every 
Nobleman can aſpire, Ipretend on- 
x ly to prove that it is not beneath a 
tleman, 'and that fach as are 
' (enfible they have Wit and Capacity 
etrough to diſcharge themſelves well 
thereof ; ought not to: contermn it; 
Ifarther add to this propolition, that 
the'Deligne being to make his For- 
tune, he com ds -very iÞt -his 
own Intcreſt, to refule the moſt cer- 
talin'- thelins- that cdnduce thereto, 
when they are honourable 3 _ I 

cc 
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ſee no-rcaſon why .he who knows: 
how to ſerve a Prince-in his Cabi- 
net with his Pen-, ſhonld not ſerve 
him honourably with his Sword a- 
airſt his En:mies. | 

I kave former!y (aid, that there is 
no Obligation in cumbent on a Gen- 
tleman to render himſelf learned, 
if he deſignes to follow the War: 
But I have ever recourſe to the Ge- 
nerat Theſis which I eſRabliſh'd, that 
every one ought to know his own 
inclination and natural diſpolition. 
This would render a/perſon unwor- 
thy of the benefits of Nature, not to 
improve a good Wit 3 the love of 
learning,which ſhe inſpires into him, 
15a figne that being not able to prevail 
againſt Dcſtiny nos the Laws which 
deprive him of worldly Goods, ſhe 
bas- reſexv'd for his Portion, Worth 
and the Sciences. It is his duty to 
advantage himſelf by this Preſent, 
which -he ought ſo- much the leſs to 
neglect, as it is impoſſible to obtain it 
whithout her fuccuur ;,* Tis (he that 
carries the Flambo before him, when- 
he ſearches to diſcover obſcure and- 

diſthcult matters 5 "ris the that makes. 
K 3 him 


him admired in (the Pulpit 3. *r1s ſhe 
that makes him prevail in Councils 3 
*tis ſhe that ſweetens his Manners, and 
rendering him amiable to all the 
World, raiſes him from the duſt to 
exalt himabove other men. 

It would moft certainly be a very 
judicious and advantageous Law, not 
to permit any to the ſtudy of the 
Arts end Sciences, bat ſuch as Nature 
has*difpofed thereto. There is no 
fear, that by the retrenching of Scho- 
lars, the number of (the Learned 
would be diminiſhed, This promif- 
euous throng of all forts-of People, 
who flock to'the:gates of Colledges, 
and who loyter under-Tutors, fearce 
produces one accormpliſht and under- 
ttanding Perſon among a-thouſand 
Students. "That which they learn, 
ſerves only to render then timportu- 
tate, and make them enterpriſe de 
ſignes above their forcesz. they per- 
an themſelves that all the Traths 
of Philoſophy are ſhut in their 
Note-book : 4 the dulneſs of their 
brains not being able to conceive a- 
ny obje&ion, they belicve that they 
have attain'd tq the utmoſt perfeQi- 
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on of Knowledge 3 becaule they ſee = 
nothing bat with the eyes of their 
Tutor, and Nature ſeems not to have 
given any other faculty to their 
friends but Memory. We daily ob» 
ſerve, that there is nothing more 
hurtful than this ſort of People, who | 
doubt of things , and donot under- 
ſtand them. *Tis from them, that »1quy ig © 
ſo many Herefies have infeted Re- nate ſunt” 
ligion, and'ſo many Scruples' have #re/es, n/- 
troubled the beſt Conſciences 3 *ris —_— : 
from them , proceeded thoſe rafh fecbiean- | 
jadgements which fill'd ghe world tur non ber” 
with Libertines.. _ "Augs 

I remember, that 1 ance heard it 
aſſerted? before a Great avd Wile 
Prince , that. there was never any 
worle' Policie;-thau that of Fraucis 
the Firſt z who not being; conmtented- 
with having acquired the Renown gf 
a Valiant Prince , thought that his 
G!ory would be impertet, if Poſtc- 
rity ſhould not one day publiſh thac 
he had alſo been the Father of the 
Learned, and the Reftorer of Lear-- - 
ning. This Fallion causd. him to- 
erect more Colledges in his Domini- 
Ons , and in. divers places cftdbliſh 
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Conveniencies for Scholars. -But this 
Prince did not perceive that he pro- | © 
cured to himſelf a-certain Evil , in Ba 
ſeeking. an uncertain good : He | *© 
thought by this eſtabliſhment to peo- |] *2 

le Fraxce with Learncd men; but juc 
made very few thereby, but in- SC 
feed it with an infinite number of 0 
Perſons unuſeful to the Common- = 
wealth. I mean to ſay, that he fl- lel 
led the Bar with Pettifoggers and { 
Lawyers, the Citics with imperti- th; 
e| nent idle Fellows, and the Cloyſicrs lot 
"7 with lazy Monks. In the mean th; 
#9 time, he neither extended the Do» bo 
_ Erinc nor augmented Piety in his of 
Kingdom 3 but diminiſhed the num- {ir 

ber of Souldiers,of Merchants,of La- BY 

bourers ; and of Mcchanicks, from by 
whomthe State hath its Defence, its U *") 

Riches, its Food and Manufactures, oe 

, I cannot forbear admiring the Policy Sc 
| of the Turks, which 1 fnde as pru- _ 
dent, as their Religion - ridiculous. on 
| It-is not out of ſottiſhneſs, that they Ju 
baniſhed - Learning out of Greece, | © 
| which was heretofore the great Nuiſc a 
' - _ of the Muſes, whea they ſubdued its, | ' © 
lahabitants, and rendered them: tribut 

cary 
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tary to their Empire: Their Condudt” ST 
i5.too diſcreet, to impu.te to them that 
Barbariſm 3 of -which the World 
accuſes them , and which they ſeen. 
to affe&- They underſtood more 
judiciouſly than we, the value of the 
Sciences, when they rendred them not 
ſb common 3 and tv conclude im» 
partially, they have done them far 
els injury by: reſtraining. thcm- to a 
{ma!l number of Ingenzous perſons, 
than we in proftituting them to all 
forts of men. They conſidered, 
that as too great a quantity, of Flam- 
bo's in a Salle filled with people, 
offends them by ' their heat ard 
ſmoak 3 ſo a vaſt number of Scholars 
might very. much prejudice the State, 
by thinking to inltruck their Coun- 
try-men. Thus they have not re- 
nounced the Lights of the Arts and 
Sciences , but have moderated the 
number of Students 4 and 'tis in this 
particular: chicfly, that I admire their 
Judgement, that they follow Nature 
as a Soveraign Miltriſs in the inftru- 
Rion of their Childrens they confti« 
tute Judges of their inclinations to 
this or that Profeſſion, and according 
5 £0 
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to bh natural dilpotitions they are 
and Tr. 


CHAP. XV. 


That a learned Gentleman hs 
the choice of all Proſeſſtons ; 
and the : Barks of the 
World is very requiſite for 


bim. 
| A Mong the advantages which an 
; ingenious perſon draws from 
bis Studis, I efteem not this the leait, 
that he has his choice of all profe(- 


fions : -If Fortune runs from him in 
the War, he will overtake her in 


Peace. There is nothing more re- 


quired of him than application, to- 


excel all others in that which he un- 
dertakes ; If he will be a Souldier, he 
will be more brave than the Bratifh, 
who (are determined onely by the 
' heat and impetuoſity of their Blood,. 


which deprives them of the (cnſe of 


the Danger : But as by Nature, ſohe 


alſo diſpoſed thereto by his Reaſon, 
which: 


an "a. . ice eB A005 
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which Tepreſents > him 'the'Perils- | 
fuch as they are, perſwadeng 'bim t0 / 
be reſolute and undaunted, -end-that | 
D-ath is not an evil, *but the end -of- 
all evils, and the conſumination of 
our Repoſt. _—_ | 
If h: ſhould -ſcek*preferment 'by+ * 
the Gown, he is there as tm his Cen» 
fcr 3 *cis here his minde exerts its 
faculties with pleaſure, and makes it” 
ſelf known by private converfations, 
by publike aQtions, and by his Wri- 
tings, I could: extend much farther 
his advantages, if 1 fhould iparfac 
the Idea which I have thereof; +but- 
I-ſhall conclude with this laſt, which 
Lleſtcem above 411 oth:rs; viz. That 
| he may be Maſter'of his own Liberty 3 
\ | that he may 'gain-Repatation and 
Wealth without dependance and fub 
jctionz and he has no need othis ad- 
dreſs, but to in{tnuate*himf{alf-into 
the tfavour-cf the Prince , whem' lc 
ſha} once have obtained the appro- 
bation of the people.” It is true, chat 
the ſublime. Sciences are not made to 
be ſlaves 3 and it is not-reafonablc, 
_- that ſnch as have- right to infiract-us 
as Matters , ſhould -obey-us-as- inkc- 
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fexjours. * Their price and their lultre 

are ſo great,thac they ſupply the defect 
Riches, and even the. obſcurity of 
Birth. They bave often plac'd men. 
of a low extraQion above the Lillies, 
in Parliaments, in Epiſcopal ſeats, 
ur the Conclave of Cardinals, and e- 
ven in! St. Petep's Chair. It ſeems 
that they alone joyned with Piety, 
have becn in all Ages required for the 
creating of great Prelates and Mini-- 
ers ot State: And does not the 
Holy Scripture introduce Melchiſc deck, 
the bigh Pricft without any genealo- 
Sie, Or. mention of his Parents? al» 

though this was accounted the chict- 
eſt dignity among th- pcople of 7/- 

rae] ? to learn us,that the Sacrcd dig- 
Nitics of the Church ought to be 
the Portions of the Learncd and the 
Pious.. 
. But Ido not perccive that I write 
unproticably, when. I addreſs my 
tk ſelf onely to <xtraordinary Wits, 
. and that my Counſels will. be con- 
demned by them of vanity and im- 
prudence, ſceing they have Lights 
which Eclipſe mine, and that bſhould 
'be more diſcrete to ak their ves 
_ than 
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than to give them mine. This would 
indeed be feared, if Þ had a dcfigne 
to inſtruk them! 3 but I ſpeak to- 
young men, who have as yet onely 
zatural diſpolitions to do. well, and 
are not determined in the election of 
their app'ications.. I here make them 
a draught of the beauty of the Sci- 
ences» I ſhew them that they are 


_ ordinarily accompanicd with Eſtcem, 


with Glory, and with Fortune, when 
they-are managed by a- diſcreet Per- 

{ons | 
It is not ſuſhcicnt to be a great 
proficient in the learning of the U. 
niverlity :. there is another Science, 
which inltructs-us to make uſe therc« 
ofz which is a Traveller that gocs 
from houſe to houſe, ſpeaks ncither 
Greck nor Latine, and yct teaches 
us how we ſhould make uſe of thoſe 
two Languages: we hode it in Pala» 
ces, we mect with it among Piinces 
and great Lords it intrudes into 
Ladics Bed-chambers 3.it takes de- 
light in the ſcc:ety of Souldiers; and 
contemns not Merchants, Artifis, or 
Mechanicks : *tis that men common» 
ly, call the knowledge of the World,, 
| whiole 
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whole guide is Prudence, and Tutors 


are converſations and- experience of. 


affairs, It rend:rs the fame office 
to the other Sciences, that a Lapidary 
does to unpoliſht Dia movds, who by: 
his art gives them their b-auty,- luſtre 


andeſi;mation :* And truly, can there 
' be any thing, more impertinent than 


a rnan of St. Fames” S Quarter, whon 
ver ſaw the Lowore,but trom the other 
ſide of the Seine? To what pur- 


poſe do his Greek and L:tine ſerve, . 
bat co render him ridiculous among, 


- accompliſhe perſons, and make th.m 


proteſs that he is more ignorant in 
the knowledge of the World , than- 
the moſt ſtupid arc in that of the 
Univerlity ?: The Colledg: gives us- 
the firſt notions of things 3-11 heaps 
together Materials for the fructure 
of .a bcautital Falace ; but *tis the 
knowledge of the World ,. which: 
teaches us the ArchiteQture , which 
thews us the-order and connexion of 
all the parts z which makcs us appezr: 


" accomplitht, withoue aff.ing -the 


. vauity of being accounted Learned 


winch poliſhes our diicourfe and our 
Mannersz Which renders us dilcrect 
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ig our converſations ,' and agreeable: 


to the whole World. Without it 
Learning becomes barbaroas and diſ- 
pleaſing , and *ris the reaſon why- 
perſons of -a mean extraGion , to- 


whom Nature has given Wit, avd the 


Univerſity Learning , finde it fo dif- 
ficult a mattes:to get their Bread ; 
they almoſt ever appear ſuch as they: 
are 3 becauſe they receiving a tinQure 
from the filth of their education, 
which having no reſemblance with 
that of perſons of Quality., cannot 
conceal their natural difference. The 


greateſt art to purge a Genticman: 
of this InteQtion , 15 to bring him: 


forth early into the World, to pre- 
ſcribe him (clect diſcourſes, to oblige 
him to make his Ceurt to perſons of 
Quality, to make him obſerve all 
the Pun@ilio's of a gentile and cour- 
teous deportmentz to give him a 
certain boldneſs in all his actions, 
without impudence or atf:Ration 3 to 


render him civil without debafing- 


himſelt , and complaiſant -withouc 
flattering others 3 to enjoyn him the 
converſation of Ladies , and permit 
him tu cariy on ſome intrigues with 
theme 
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them. | Truly, the moſt prudent and 
learned reccive oftentimes very uſe- 
ful Leſſons from the ignorant of this 
"Sex. It ſcems that Nature created 
ic not onely for our delight , but al- 
{ſo to give us Rules whereby we might 
become more agreeable. | Beauty has 
a certain cthcacious. power , where» 
by it | renders us wile and. diſcreet, 
as much by hazard as by any reſult 
of our Reaſon :- And as that his 
right to charm us, (0 we ſuppole that 
we have the? fame to pleaſe it 3 and. 
not being able to ſatisftie our (elves 
without the fruition th.rcof , we 
molt fexvently embrace all the means 
thit niay. render us amiabl:.. This 
Paflion inſtructs us much b-tter than 
Rhetorick , the. art ot pcriwading, 
and diſcovers to us all. the graces of 
Eloquence : It compares our ations, 
it regulates our Steps, 1t Makes us 
gentile, it quickens our Farcy, it 
poliſhes and.awakens our Wit, and 
it is vety profitable, when it runs not 
into CXCcls 5 1t 1s like to- that |1quour 
which exhilazates the . better ' (art, 
but in'oxicates the Rabble. There» 
fore | do not permit it to apy but 

good 


oem 2 om aw men HS oo i= my 


. a - ca 
$1% ' 


09 Ws 


OO ——————— 


Fart IT. GENTLEM E N. 


; 
d 


good Wits who take it as a means 
to pertet themſclves in the know- 
ledge of the World, and not thereby 
to become Vicious. The moſt ex- 
cellent things are corrupted by a bad © 
uſe z *tis in our power not to ren» - 
$ Bf der our ſelves faulty by our modera- 
* F tion. Our Condition would 

» & worſ- than that of the Beaſts, if-we 

( F ſhould abſtain from every thing, that 

' F carries danger along, with it ; The 
Fire which warms us, may alſo Bura 


> 0 ee C 


us: the Air which we Breath, may 
be IafeQtcd : and the Wine- which 
comforts and nouriſhes us,may.in like 
| manner make us Dcunk: And from 
| hence would it be reaſonable to con- 
| clude, that we ought to be deprived 
| of theulſe' of Fire, Air, and Wine ? 
It's the (ame with ovur Paſſions as 
with our Arms , they ſerve for our 
defence, when they obey us but they 
have a confrary cff.& , when they 
paſs into the hands of our Enemics. 
We repreſent them as Monſicrs , tor 
want of knowing them , thzir force 
proceeds from the weakneſs of our 
Reaſon :; let us give it leiſure to ex- 
amine them. throughly , it will 
cally: 
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eaſily ſubje& them ; *Tis then that} 

it will -appoint them to good uſes, 
and that. Love it (elf, as dangerow 
as it is; will ceaſe to be hurtful; Th. 
The moſt Renowned Antient and , 
Modern Captains have found out a 
way of adjuſting this with their 
Employments 3 they have accounted 
it onely a flight Barricado , which 
coul@not put a ſtop to the ſucceſs of flip 
their-Enterprizes, nor to the progres dr 
of their Glory. The Learned haw 
purlued- it as the Soul of Nature, the By 
Bond of civil ſociety , and the Fa- Yrs: 
ther of Pleaſure and Peace. 'Theth 
Devout have made it 2 neceſſary Fl 
Vertne,and the principle of Charity; 
"which unircs them with their Neigh» 
bour. And for my part, Ipropound:F 
it as a light, which heating the 
Heart, enlightensthe Minde to dit 
cover the Excellenciesof this Know- 
ledge of the World, which I eſteem 
ny for an accomplitht Per-- 
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CHAP. XVI. 


That Conferences are amore pro- 
ſtable than the Reading of 
Books. | 


| Dj the Cynick,, being one 
day at Dinner, and ſecing 4ri- 
pw paſs by his Tub, faid to him 
Iiſtippm, if you could content your 
ſelf with Bread and Gatlike as I do, 
$041 would not be the King of gy- 
recuſt's' Stave. And you ('replycd 
the Courtier ) if you knew how'to 
ive with Princes, would not' maRe 
bad © chear. It is true, that this 
Moroſe and Pedantick Philoſophy. 
is not defign'd for Gentlemen 't 
are'boxn to be ſociable ,” and ought . 
to underfiand all che Maximes of the 
World. -Complaiſant humours, af- 
liſted with this praQtical knowledge, 
gain and” raviſh the friendſhip of all 
people 3. becauſe they know how to 
fet forth gracefully and pertinently 
the Talents of Nature, and the -ad- 
,. vantages of the Sciences, which they 
have acquired. : 
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I ſay morcover, that it has viter 
made accompliſht perſons , without 
the afliſtance of Learning. The 
World is a great Book ,, which ic 
ſirucgs us continually z Converſiti 
* ons are living Studies , which are 
not at all" interiour to Books : Goodlllls 
Conferences are like Flints , whichill 
from a cold and dark heap, producefi 
heat and light, if men (trike themffſir 
one againſt another . The familiarſſi 
Diſcourſes of two or three "good 
Wits, may be more advantageous toflſh. 
us, than the empty diſputations offi 
all the Pedants of the _UniverlaticeF}; 
together z they vent more Matter in 
one day, than we read in a Library 
in three. The action and air of the 
Countenance have certain Charms 
which have a great influence on ous 
minds z for every one confcles that 
an Oration ſpoken by a good Orator, 
appears great and lofty,although it be 
pen'd un common terms, and com- 
poundcd. of ordinary conceptions : 
I muſt acknowledge, that a P;r[on 
onc..caus*d me to admire his Verſes, 
when he recited them in a good tone; 
but giving me them to read , very 
much 
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uch diminiſh'd the efteem I had for 
2 : and there is great *probabili- 
"ety, that” the reaſon of this alteration 
proceeded from' the harmony which 
was then wanting» Although our 
Wcoles are diſtin and ſeparate, there 
is continually a great correfpondence 
lhetween them, that from one the I- 
<Fmape of the Objedt paſſes inſenſibly 
ioro another : The Ear receives 
ie foand , "and the Idea's which it 
onveys to our imagination, have 
. great xclation with the Order 
NFwhich our judgement” frames in our 
thoughts, that it is even furpriz'd by 
his conformity , becauſe it has no 
time to digeſt that impreſſion which 
3 made by this harmony. We ſhould 
tot look apow'as ftrange, - this effect 
of good Orations and agreeable Con- 
ſrences, if we catl' to minde that of 
Matical inſtruments touch'd by the 
hands of an exquifite Maſter : There 
"Hare Tanes which inſpire ſadneſs, and 
*B ſweetly incline our Souls to Janguith 3 
there arc Airs which rejoyce and make 
our Hearts: merry , and pleatingly 
cpmpel bur Feet to dance to their 
time, '** They ſay, that Mexaxder => 
» y 
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day excited by the mulick of a Harp, 
took Arms, avd plaid the part of 
Common; Souldicrx 3 and we daily rf 
fee that the ſound of Drums and 


Trumpets animates us to engage our ſol. 


Encmics- : ; 
David himſelf charm'd the_con- 
torſions of the Evil Spirit in the bo- Ap 
dyof his Father-in-law by the [weets ri 
ncls of bis Harmony. Without fie 
doubt, the Voice per{wades and in» Wed 
firugs much. more than Readingz 
the one is accompani'd with certain 


Spirits: which we may- call Living, fſmi 


and: the vther is nothing but the fie 


PourtraiQture of the thoughts of a th 


dead Perſon ; So in like manner we Þ 
are more ſenfibly concern'd at the 
occurrence of Atﬀairs, than at the 
relation that. is made us thexzcok A 
man who has Travclied and been 
long Voyages, underſtands, much bets. Þ 
ter the ſituation of Places, than he 
who has lcarnt them only by Maps 
aug Sca-chatis:; And we cannot but 
acknowledge that an Old Souldier,. 
who. has: ſcen many Sicges, Storms. 
and. Battcls , andcrdanda the War, IF 


bercery than-one who is inftrudtcd, 


only 
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lv by Books. A Great Lawyer 


1;read .in the Tyſtitetionr and Di- 
ets, is not always a good Counſel-- 
: I would ſooner take the advice 
of an Advocate well verſed in Af- 
airs, and who is grown hoary in the 
alace,' Phyſick it (elf with all its 
phoziſms 4s very dangerous in the 
ain of a young Doctor; it is not 


Feough that he bas a perfe& know- 


der of Galen and Hippocrates, if he 
had. no experience in Diſcales, 
qhereby be might underſtand to ad- 
niniſtes the Remedies which his Sci- 
teaches him. The Theory of 


Fhings. is always uncertain, if it be. 
Wot reduc'd into practice : I affirm 


fame of- all other Profeflions. A 

ntleman born for the Court and 
or the War, will never become a 
Souldiex by Books ,- nor a Courtier 
in the Country, The World, which 
lends us its Elements to form our 
exiſtence, attributes to it (elf like» 
wile the faculty 'of rendring us ac- 
compliſht. This knowledge is no-. 


thing elſe but the Practice and: Ex» 


xricace which we-make of the dif: 


tercut profeſſions of a Civil Life : for 
L © be 
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As; have their diftintions, they 

have alſo their Rules and thcir Man 

ners. - The diverſity we meet with 

not onely among Nations, but im 

Cities, between ſeveral Orders and 

Profeſſions , is a moſt wonderful 

thing» You will ſay , that Nature 

delights: to truckle under -Cuſtome, 

The humours of a Gentleman are 

altogether different from thoſe of a 

Merchant 3 their Civilities , their 

Compliments,theic forms of Writing, 

have no reſcmblancez and among 

the Nobility it (elf, thoſe of the 

Court, have quite another air from 

| thoſe of the Country. We ought 

to know all theſe varicties , but ad- 

di& our (elves wholly' to that of 

our Profeſſion. Citizens Gallantry 

would make but a little progreſs in 

obtaining the favours of a Court- 

Lady : Soto take i ina right ſenſe, 

that which we call a very accom- 

pliſht Gentleman, is one of the moſ 

perfet works of Nature and Art. 

fl. Ot Nature , becauſe it is- requilite 
that ſhe gives him. a- good ſhape, a 

good mecen, an inclination to gene- 

rous Actions , and an honeſt. ambi- 
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jtion.. ?Tis upon, this: Foundation - 
that Art labours to accompliſh fo  ..,. 
beautiful a ſiruQure, in poliſhing his 

Mindet by the knowledge of the Arts 
and Sciences, and. his deportment by 
. the Exerciſes of his Body.. For te 
ſucceed happily hercein;'we muſt be» 
tin betirnes 3 "tis agreat;Edterprize, * 
tedious; and difkicult, which deſerves 
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nf That we ought to avoid the Com- 
tl pary of the Dehaxched and 


[- Tenorant. | 
_— OO 

Y Las, how dangerous is it fora 
In Gentleman to miſtake himſelf 


i=] in. the choice of his oxdinary Con» 

© | verſations? and with what circums+ 

- {pc&ion ought he to avoid Debauch'd 

Ag and Sottilh Company ! This is a 

tf, int of. that importance, that from 

ey it depends the . whole courſe of his 

af manners, and of his Life. The fre-. 

c-y quenting with wicked men, brings 

us acquainted with Vice , and makes 
ug -. 


| Nemo fit re- us/ 


” gait naw. by 


'Principiis 
 obſta, jerl 

medicina 
poatur, 


degrees -we begin: 16 aQ'it with 
ſoine pleaſuxey time breeds in us a 
habic, andthe habic wilt at fait be 
converted into a-niceflicy.-'. St, 4 
fin adtnirably<well expreſſes the cthz 
eacy of :this\Cultorne, \in-ifaying, that 


"Chn mals it is 287 daildriyen+ into «Polit with 


per long ta 
gs 


Wor as, © 


- 


« Hammer isftet the tieſt and:ſecond 


firoak , we may draw-it; put with 


7 very little difficulty 3 but when it 


F orice driven up to the Head , the 
PPincers nog 'þemg;:able; to;take any 
pots it. canyot 3 drawn, out. but 
by ih e deſiruftion of the Wood it 
Debalhery has certdin'Chasms 
which iofinuate themſelves moſt plea- 
ingly into a oung man 's minde ; 
*Fis a Thief which breaks imo Hou- 
ſts, when the Malicrs'are afteep it 
comes to us with a fmiling Counte- 
tance, it is always bedcekt with the 


.Ornaments of the plcaſare which it 
Propoſes to usz it encers mito our 


oy to fedace our Scntwments3 
ol we u+to the brink'6t 2 Precrpice 
moki dehch0us: way firown with 
Flowersard it 'emnbrices us 6 takts us 


.about the Neck onely' to Strangſe "as: 
AS: 


behold it without any emotion 3; 


. 
| 
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Asit isa mortal Enemy: to Vertue, 
it always (urns its back upon the, path 
to Fortune; from the time. that it 
ſcizeth on a man', & governs; him 
gs it pleaſes Vices and, wicked ha» 
bits are Chains which Fetter himz 


He ces the occaſions ot: gaining. his 
Maſter's favour paſs by: Tr the 
Windows of & Bawdy:houſe os Ta» 
vern, where Sloth detains him, or 
Letchery unmans him , and keeps 
him trom doing his duty: This s 
indeed a dangerous Rock y whete 


Youth is otentimies Shipraghe, -- I 
have known (ome, that pro] 


| has purſucd through-all placesy and 


from whom Fortune (cemed never 
able to gain their conſenr, ;ongly $@ 
Elevate chem. + Thele prreciye. tos 
late, that Time is Baldibehinde, whes 
they are reduced to: Boycyiy, and 
Want and if Age kindlcy: im; themp 
a ſpark of Rcaſon , they endeaygur 
then, butin vain, to zecal and over» 
take him. Theſe arc bad player 
at. Tenxis, who are ford: to. puly af- 
ter their Ball: And as they{are'mnot 
accuſtomed to. Labouror Sybpetion, 


being abandoned: by their ,#r1gdd 


L 2 and 


. 
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and. dcftitute- of a fubliltance , they 


from-Lanxury - and Debauchery run 
into the&-meſt extreme -Wickednelſs, 


Then they' quit -the Court, and in- 


Nead of doing duty at the Prince's 


Palace, they take vp their Ration on 
ſome | High-way, They are never 
without Almanacks to know the 
Country-Fayres and- Marts, Theſe 
are. a fort of Merchants who (cl 
all, and buy-nothingz and in the end 


heir Deſtiny, or rather their Con- 


duQ, prepares for them a Fortune at 
the cud 'of a Gibbet, or upon a Scat- 
"1 proteſt , +the frequenting the 
company of Fools is not fo dange- 
Four , and does not cauſe a man to 
make ſuch dreadful Lapſes 3 but -tis 
a- Barricado:which always blocks up 
the way to Fortunc. All agree, that 
mo \man--can- Accumpliſh himfclt 
with-cheg :'Folly is no -good Tutour 
to teach us Wiſdome : Neither can 
I conccive what- bond -of Friendſhip 


an .Ingenious 'man can make witha 


Fool 3! all their qualities are ſo-diffe- 
xent, that they cannot be ſuppoſed 


| tobe reconciled together. 1 think 


there 


une of Chap.17 
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there need not many arguments .to 
diſſwade a Prudent pexſon- from be-. 
ing concern'd with ſucha'onez I can, 
ſcarce believe that he- is, able- to: en«. 
dure him. When any one is taken, 
with our Converſation , and Counts. 
our Friendſhip, *tis a great argument 
without doubt that he is much of _þ. 
the ſame Sentiments and opinion. 
Nature . has not | created ; Heteroge- 
neous Bodies to be United 3 ſhes a 

Miſtris that inſpires Paſſions ard n-' 
clinatious more prevalent than our 
Reaſon. A Fool is fit” for nothing 
but to divert an Ingenious” 'perſon * 
ſometimes he may make a paſtime 
of him , butnota Friend. I could 
ſay; that he would ſerve very well to 
be cullicd, if I would adhere to the 
opinion of many: who believe , that 
men of parts ought to'be maintain'd- 
at his Expencc. But this Maxime 
comes not within my precepts, as 
being contrary tb Honeſty # I had 
rather that men ſhould avoid his 
Company, thaw cheat him. | Inju» 
ſtice is upon 81! accounts Injuſtices 
his weakneſs ought to move us to 
cempalhon, and his rolly ſhould nei- ' 

L3 ther 
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ther diſmoune our Wiſdome, nor 


_ violate our own Integrity. But let 


us paſs him by, foraſmuch as be car 
not infiruct-us in that which remains 
to be known of the knowledge of the. 
world. | 


—— _—_—_— — 


CHaPp. XVIII. 


Whether a Private Gentleman' 
'» gvay play,at Games of Hea-- | 
af ao» 


 Zard, and wpou 
' Conn. 


Ames of Hatard are a Recrea-» 
tion, or rather a kinde of Com» 
merce among: men z from whence 


ariſes a Problem, which well deſerves 


to be illuſtrated. Such as follow a: 


ſevere Yertuec, baniſh chem as Vicious, 
and will not permit Youth to uſe 
them, | They conſider them as a vi- 
oleot paſſion which domineers Ty- 


 rTannically over the Minde, and fil- 


> Tis chis which cauſes Shipracks 0n 


ling our Heads with empty hops, 
oftentimes brings us to the Hoſpital. 


the, 
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the main Land, which —_ oy 
defignes , by ' depriving. us of « 
— of yn ares 4 which 
renders us charpe»blg,'und brholding* 
to-our” Friends 3 and:i which \cauſes 
our Company to be avoided, as im- 
portunate and unprofiiable. . There 
is nothing mcre eaſit;” than to make 
ie apptas' deformed and -villa*1ous 
when we paigt iton the wottt' tides / 
"Tis a Prottw which: receives diverſe | 
' 8 forms, and a Cameleon which ofe 
: | ten chang:s its Colours. But if we 
- | compare its advantages together with 
ts deteQs, examining if in its whole, 
as well as in id parts, it will not 
be impoſſible rs evince, that it may. 
be more profitable chan 'hurtſal, if 
we obſerve circumſtances which are 
neceflary therein. | 
Laftirm , that Gaming is as dan» 
gerous to a perſon' of Quality, as it 
1s advantageous to-a: private Gentle» 
man : the ' one hazards very much, 
becauſe he is Rich z the other hazards 
but little, becauſe he is not ſoz and 
yet a Private per[ow' may hope for as 
much trom the fortune-of -Play, as 
the greatelt- Lord : -So+- that what i 
L-4-. ſhall-- 
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ſhall hereafter ſay as to this particu- 
lar, concerns only private Gentle- 
men- - I have; always eſteemed the 
Jove of Gaming to be a gift of Na- 
gure, of which 1 have acknowledged 
the benefit: my opinion is not to be 
LuſpeRed in this matter 3 foraſmuch 
as ſhe has given me no inclination 
£0 it, therefore I ſpeak. thereof as 
a difintere(s*d perſon , and without 
Paſſion. I Jay this for a foundation, 
that we ſhould. naturally delight 
therein 3 for without fuch a Diſpo- 
fition, we (hall never be other than 


—Cullics. The Exerciſes of the Body 


are a great accomplithment , but very 
zmproper to win Money withal z our 
known addreſs js obliged- to. give 
others ſuch odds, as render the par- 


ties {0 equal, that it ſeems unuſcful: 


to our good ſucceſs. I intent to 
ſpeak onely of Cards and Dice, which 
require our ftudy.and our application. 
Firlt of all, we ought to know al] 
the advantage which the molt ſubtile 


Cheats have by their ſlight of band, 


and afterwards underſtand the make 
of all ſorts. of Dice, and the Cut and 
marks of Cards. Then fo foon as 
| We. 
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we have gathcred together a cons 


-— 


liderable Stock of Money, let us get 


. into the greateſt Gaming-houſes, and 
hold for a Maxime always to attaque 


the b.{t Purſes, ; I have heard a wiſe' 


Gameſter , who had won a very"con-' 


lid-rable Eltate , profeſs, that for: 


ty r:duce Gaming into"an Art, he 
had found out -no other (ccret, than 
to make himſcl{ Malt:r of his Paſ- 
fion, and to propole to himſelf. this 
Exerciſe as a Trade of gaining Mo=- 
ney, by diſcreetly managing his tor» 
tunate and unfortunate hours, with 
out bcing, tranſported or dejeQed : 
His reaſon was, that Chance being 
the Soal of "Gaming, it wou!d not be 
Chance, if it did not oftentinics 
change 3 that. every ' thing has is 
continuance , which although un« 
known to us, does yet come within 
the reach 'of the Rules of our Pru- 
dence. Your good Fortune dors vex 
and trouble him that looſes againſt 
you : Venture at whatſoever he ters 
you, {o long as you can an{wer it 
out of his Stock : the more he loofcs, 

the lels he will be capable of mana- 
ging his bad Fortune 3 Paſſion preci- 
1 5 pitales 
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pitates him into a blindneſs, of which 
you. ought to take an advantage 3 
Grataſuper- nd it Fortune runs againſt you, .' 
\ weniet, que give her time to ſpit out her Venome, 
| ox ſpera- and do not ſet very much at once : 
buta7 bora, propound to your ſelf a ſum to loſe, 
without hazarding any more de- 
vide your Stock, to re-unite your For- 
tyne, and your laſt piece will bring. 
back all your others, if you be enga- 
d with paſſionate Gameſters. We 
{cldome {ce a Gameſter want Money . 
a5 he looſes it with care, ſo.he regains 
it. with little txouble : There is a 
certain Chazity atnong them, which - 
does not permit them to deſert one 
another in diltreſs. . Alchough they 
have but three Dice for their whole 
'Eltate, and can give no other (ccuri-- 
,ty but Fortune , yet they will be. 
ſooner enirulicd with a conſiderable 
fam of Money, than an honeſt Mer- 
chant. Mor over,this Gaming gives 
private Gentlemen admittance 1nto 
the beli Companies, and from thence 
a0 accctnpliſhe perſon may draw nou» 
table advantages, it he can manage 
his affairs diſcreetly. It has alſo this 
quality .pccular to it ſelf , that - 
| c 
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"ho time it- lafts , | 3} makes all men”- 
equa! 4 and every mas has a right” 
to diſpute his own intereſt, without 
giving place in any thingtothe molt 
honourable. '- I know ſome, who 
have no other Revenue, but three 
Dice and a Pack of Cards, who ' 

maintain themfelves in greater ſplen- 
donr , than Country-Lords do by ' 
their vaſt and rich Mannours : But 
fo arrive to this point, a long kabit, - 
and an exact knowtedge of Gaming 
15 required. It- chete Maximes do - 
not always -produce- thei ctt-ts, 


however they - are conformable to © - 


Reaſon. Cheating is {{iMmewhat in- 
famous; and unworthy of a Gentle- 
man, and js not 40 be. endured by 
any gallant men. A Gentleman of 
my acquaintance diſcourſed one day 
very pleafantly with a' 'Monk 3 to 
whom he contelled , that when he 


dealt at Piquet, he could Shutfle four * 


Aces, or four. Kings iato the Stock, 
and that-this trick had often fuccecd- 
ed-v«ry well. Thegood Father told - 
him; that! he was obliged to reliore 


* aIl- the- Money which he had won 


aſter this manner. The ,Genticn:4: 
: Niclns 
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maintain'd the contrary, alledging 

* this for his reaſons that it- was not 
more unjuſt to Shuffle the Cards well, 
than to play them well z and that 
his end that Shuffiles, being. to give 
himſelf a good game, and to break 
that of his Antagoniſt , he belicved, 
that it ought not to trouble his Con- 
ſcience if he gave him(c1f a quatorze 
of Aces after the above-mentioned 
manner. 

After all, Cheating; at play is very. 
dangerous z it caufes ſo many unhap- | 
py accidents to befal the Authors | 
thereof, that_it ought always to. be | 
avoided. . I adviſe a man who un- F_ 
derftands and loves Play, to venture | 
his Money 3 as he has but little to 
looſe, he will not hazard any great 
matter, and poſſibly may win inuch : 
but I would, as I have faid before, 
that he ſhould be able to contain 
himſelf, and not. be Tranſported 3 
that he ſhould make this a Science, 

- and not a Paflion 3- that he may look 
upon his loſs with moderation , and 
. prudently husband his profits and 
Advantages. That which I aſſert 
' iSa great proof of . Wiſdom, that 1s 

{cldom 
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(c)dom met withal 3 and leeing the: 


practiſe thereot is very difficult , ma- 


py paſſionate men-. have prohibited - 


Gaming, becauſe it produced contra- 


ry «fects in the greatclt part of our: 
mindes, wherein Fury and a haughty- 


humour are- not capable of that rc» 
ſervedneſs, which ſhould render it 
profitable to us, if we could: but at- 
tain to it by thealliftance of our Rea» 
lon. 

I ſpeak freely my opinion 1n all 
things aftcr 1 have examined them 


b<cauſe our Condu& is properly our: 
own, and every One can perceive, - 


. whether he is capable of what I pro- 
pound to him. I write neither for 
the Ignorant nor for the Obſtmate : 
let the Wilful take their own courſe, 
}f they will not follow-their Guide. 
Reaſon carries us ſafe by many Rocks 
and Piccipices3 but yet it cannot 
hinder them from beings and it 
would be a great folly not to darc 
to paſs over a Bridge, becauſe we 
-might be Drowned it we ſhould fall 
overit. We finde no propolitions, 


-but what may be probably:dcfended 
beth ways ; It bchooyes us therefore - 


0 
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ta follow that which feems rhe. od 
realonable, 'and the moſt agreeable 
toour hun:gour. For my part, 1 ap- 
prove, of Gaming-tn another \, al» 
though I practiſc it'very litt's my (elf, 


becauſe it do:s not divere me in the- 


Jeaſt : I- have this naturs] defect 


with many other, which th2 reſalt of 


my Rtaſon cannot correct. *Ths Na» 
'tures office to give. vs inclinations to 
Things, and (oO make us cxpert in 
their practile. 


CHAP. XI X. 


Whether the Knowledge and. 


Exerciſe of . Hunting  con- 


tribute to the making of a - 


Fortune. 


Unting is a vcry Innocent and 
Genttle Excrce 3\ but at fel- 
dome contributes to the Fortune of 


a-Gentleman, unleſs it be in the. re- 
tinue''of - the ' King or. ſeme' great 
\Prinee, who delights very: much- in 
this Recreation. It-is yerv good 'not - 
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to be altogether ignorant of -it , and * 
very dangerous-' to+- addiet himlelf : 
wholly to it. - The beſt Hunts-men + 
in the world could- never boaſt” of 
'  makivg a Fortune z *cis not vpon this 
F Scent thcir dogs open 3 and though - 
chcy can never give her a turn, they 
are reloiv'd to chace her, and not ro 
hunt in fight. . They: who cxceflive- + 
ly love the Wocds and (olitary p'a- 
ccs, do not take the 1:att delight in 
the Socicty of Ingenious perſons : - 
ale every Childe is enamoured of - 
is own Baby, the greatcſt part of. 
the Country: Nobilny- believe , that 
the quality of Hunting is as cflen- 
tially. neccflary to a Gentleman, as - 
thatof Witty and Valiant. . For, to 
dchne an accompliſht and gallant 
man , they will tcl] you, that he - 
keeps Dogs, ;and Hunting-Horſes, 
and goes every day a Courking. They . 
are not aware, that they define them- 
ſelves. , cither what they really are, 
or what they would be accounted 
and as their minde is wholly occu- 
picd with this Paſſton, they perſwade 
themſelves , that ic ought to raign- 
oyer allz and that it alone has the 
x prvi- 
\ 
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priviledge of compoling a gallant 
and an-accompliſht perſon. 

If my-deligne was to write of the 
difference of Pleaſures, I would not 
p:ace this in the lowelt rank : un-- 
doubtedly Tt has certain Charms, 
and ought to be fo much the rathcr 
purmitted , becauſe it is excmpted 
trom tholc Vices, which ordinarily 
accompany other Recreation'. I ac- 
knowledge , that it 15 purely In- 
rocent 3 that it makes m<ns Bodics 
more | age 3 and when moderately 
uſed , it contributes very- much to 
the Hcalch. But my cndeavours 
are to Condud' a Gentleman in 
the. path of Fortune, and I do: 
not {ce how: this: can be the ſafeſt 
or the belt to be kept. | 
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That. the Ti reaſurers are the of b 


profitable Maſters. 


Will now conclude with ths laſt 
way ,: Which is that which Yeo» 
men commonly take, and-which we 


deſert, although it be the-Smootheft, - 


the Shorteſt; and the moſt: lofallible 
of all ; Tis the;:Retinue of the Trea- 


ſurers, and the Employments which 


depend on their Charges. _The daily 


experience which we - have of 'their 


extreme Wealth; compely me to aps» 
prove of the uſcfulneſ$ of this: Couny 


(1; It ſeems as if Fortune had no- 


reverle for them 3 and being elevated 
- above her Wheel, they have nothing 
elſe to do, but load it with Gold, to 
bind.r it from turning : I-may fafcly 
ſay, that ſhe becomes their Sl4ve3 


and the reſpe& which ſhe bears them, . 


paſſ:s even to the leaſt of their Com- 
miſlioners, Their Houſes reſemble 
Great Lakes , which traverkng 
through the more fertile grounds, re- 
ceive all the Waters of the Moun> 
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tains and the neighbouring Flains. 
For to render himfelt wel-qualified 
for theſe Employs , there is. neither 
Learning, nor an-extraordinery - Wit 
required z- difigence -is the- oft \nc- 
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cellary qualification ; But ſuch as” 


the neccſlity of their affairs , or the 
deſirc of raiſing their Fortunes, does 
cauſe to'refolve to ſeck luch Scrvi- 
ces3 they muſt 'forget- the glory: of 
their Extraction y} and trample'Gal> 
lantry under their Feet 3 they muſt 
as the. younger Brothers of Bredagne 
tet: their! Nobility ly dormant , and 
not 'be too iequifitive os curious to 
inform theraſelves of the Extraction 


or parts of their Maſters, from whom 
chey expe their advancement. Po-' 


verty is a ' Monſter, which is to be 
vanquiſht with ail ſorts of Weapons 
it is dangerous to luffer her to be -to0 
Jong engaged- with Generolity3 if 
that ſhould triumph over . her, it 
would but - obtain # Victory- full of 


-£:gret and Melanchaly : let them then 
Keep this (otuih glory filent, which - 


Holds the Reigns io &raight, that they 
ca\not Koop toa Man, whom For- 
twac| has . raiſcd 3/'Jeb them - rather 
thinky 
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think, that they have an advant 

by approaching to him ; let them 
pf va that a Diamond does not 
looſe its value when 1t is (ec in Steel 4; 
and that the Sun, as glorious as it is, 
ſometimes ſutkers Eclipſes 2 lee them 
alſo take a great care yot to confound 
Glory and Vanity together-z the 
' one is the recompence” of Vertue, 
the other is an-effe&t of our Folly. - 
If Nature has made one a Gentle-- 
man, and if -the Laws of his Coun» 
try, or ſome other miſhap has rendred 
him poorz let him thank -Heaverr” 
for his ExtraGion , and endeavour 
to remedy the unhappinefs of his 
Fortune : let him know., that Life : 
without Wealth is a tedion and in- - 
ſopportable affliction z that the yoak 
of Poverty is heavier than that of a 
Treaſurery and that it hg be inge- - 
nious , he may become as great a 
Lord as his Maſter : Then he ſhall 
revive his Quality, and from obſcure 
and hidden as it was in the Country, . 
he ſhall render it glonous and Tri. 
umphing in the midſt of the Better 
ſort 3 et him not fear the reproach - 
of having. been Clerk. or Commitl- 
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| fioner, waen they thall ſee him tca- 
ted in the Privy Council. His Birth 
will wipe out all th blemiſhes of his 
pereſpade. "Tis nat in the War on- 


aq; exind> ly that men mount to higher Offices: 
; "prick ian from the Inferiour : The Law and 


the Treaſury have allo their degrees,: 
through which he -muſt paſs, for to 
render himſelf capable -of the grea- 


ter Empluys. The Art is to bebave. 


bimſelf: diſcreetly, and -the greateſt 
happineſs is to arrive at them by: 
the way of Honour, Prudence , and- 
Honeſty. 


—————— A 


CHaPe. XXxkL. 
Whether the Rules of Prudence 
are ſufficient- to render us 


| __ 


Ut in concluſion, do all theſe 
Obſcrvations , which follow fo 
exadcly the Rules of Reaſon, and the 
Maximes of Experience, infallibly 
produce the effects, at which we 
aim ?- Will our Honeſty and Suffici- 
ency, 
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ency, once known to the World, 
ſtop the mouths of the-Envious, and 
fruſttate the Machinations 'of '' our 
Enemies? Will the Princes whom 
we-have ſerved, do us that Juftice 
which our Services have - merited 
at their hands? And will the te- 
dious Travels wherein -we have 
withered the -Flower -of our Age, 
be-recompenced with that good For- 
tune, which was the motive of our 
cares, and the obje& of our Hopes ? 
Will our Prudence in the: choice 
of our Maſters, our Forelight in 
our Enterprizcs , and our Condu@t 
in our Aﬀions, rendet our Life 
happy , either by the plealing 
Charms of Liberty, to which our 
acquired Wealth ſhall reſtore us ,, or 
by the ſWeetnels of our Servitude 
continued under a Malter who will 
love us as-his Children, and treat 


us as his Friends? At laſt, are there 


any Precepts in Morality ſuffici- 
ent to detend us againſt bad For» 
tune , and fo -Eſpouſe us : to Pro- 
ſpericy ? They Queliion - is good, 


and worthy+of the cutiolity ot an ac- 
compliſhe perſons 


It 


+ lt, you coniuic wwHan Fhiluiophy, 
the will tell you that ſhe knows not 

the future, and that the pes 
of things pre+ſuppoles their formal 
» It you demand it of Ex» 
| , the will inform you, that 
eh cauſe may produce diffe- 
xent effects 3-that ſhe has ſeen. ſuch 
yariety of things, that ſhe knows 
nothing certain but uncertainty it ſelf, 


, 
lv 


{wer you, that the concerns her 


regulate the events of things. Thoſe 
who guide Travellers cannot aſſure 
them that they (hall not meet with 
Thieves, that their Horſes ſhall nei- 
ther ſiumble nor - fall, that the 


Winds (hall be favourable, and the 


Weather fair ; Their Furttion 1s to 
ſhew them the beſt and dixeReli way, 
but not to ſecure them from the in+ 
ſults of Robbers, - or the '1njuries of 
the Weather. [Humane Prudence 
has too weak a light to penecrate 
into general and particular Caulcs ; 
notwithitanding they are all deter» 
mined, and admit ot nothing that 


isFortuitousz yet their utione num” 
| bcr 
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ber ſirepatiſts our knowledge' and ca- 
pacity. Poor Xfchylw , whorn the 
Stars* threatoed with a fall ; that 
pes —_— ye un'!tr its 
weight, gor but little by living im 
open Fields, having no other 
Canopy buc Heaven 3 'an Eagle Kill'd 
diem 'by a great Totroiſe , which! it 
Kt fall upon the Bald Head of this 
unhappy Philofopher. | Men will fay; 
hat this was an eff:& of his bad 
Fortune, it they follow Vulgar opi- 


Better, '*they will jadge quite” others 
wile. *"Zſchy/m' had reaton to leave 
the abodc-of covered places , fee 


he knew , that-a Houſe or a Tre 


* | inight ſooner fall pou his Head, than 


the Heavens, 'of * which he had made 
chofce for'a Covering. * Theſe prighs 
Bouritrg Caufts offered themfelves to 
Ris Sente; his Reaſon found out # pro- 
bble 'xcrricdy © prevent chem but 
he did not divme that an Eagle 
ſhould miltake his Bald Pate tor a 
Stone, upon whicl: {he would ler'fall 
z Torcoiic,. to break the Shell , rhe 
{he might fecd in the Anmal which 
it cncio:cd. ' Tit one and the other 
made 


h... A 


—The Facun If —a= 


made 3 determined: ation ; Aſeby- 
l's end, was .to. avoid the fall of 
Haules agg Trees; the Eagle's, to 
break the Shell-of the Tortoiſe: the 
Accident: -which happened, pr 
from, rhe _ ignorance of Ach) 
wh Aorelaw not the flight of the 

Eagles and from the miſtake of the 
Eli which took the Head of the 
Philoſopher for a Rock. 

The Pyrronians baniſht all cares 
and Prudence from the Condu&t of 
Man's Lifez they believed that they 
ought not to turn out of the 
when they met cither a Cart or a 
Horſe , becauſe they were perſwas» 
ded, 1 that every thing was determi- 
ned 3 that the cauſes neceſſarily pro 
duced their effcts,z and that our 
Knowledge, uncertain as it is» was 


not capable of diſcqvering them, for | - 


to , avoid them ; . Moreover , they 
thought they ſhould offend Provi- 
- dence, by preſuming to prevent or 
alter her Eccrnal Decrces. 
\ Butalas, how weak is our Reaſon 
in every thing, and how difficult, is 
| It to. cliabliſh one ſound opinion ? 
Theſc poor people were not Wa” 4+ 
that 
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that their Principles deſtroyed them» 
ſelves , when they neither athemed . 
nor judged of any thing , and that 
their Philoſophy. was founded upon 
a manuateſt contradidion. . : 
They would affixm nothing , and . 
yet the' foundation of their Science 
was an affirmative ,. viz. All things. 
are uncertain to our knowledge, and 
conſequently there's no Science in. 
the Mindes of men. To this may 
be anſwered, If all things are uncere | 
tain , there is ſomewhat certain to 
our knowledge z foraſmuch as this 
uncertainty is infallible. You af 
firm ſomething in faying, that every. 
thing is uncertain 4 and from hence 
conclude, that your Science is falſe iu © 


its Principles. 
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Of the Vanity of re pane As 


i. ftrology : Of the Folly of 
. Men : And that Honefly re- 
' ally makes our Fortune. 


Et us rather ſay, that all things 
4 are certain, but our Senſes are 
deceitful, becauſe we axe not pertect ; 
notwithſtanding this, our Ignorance 
would know every thing z it is not_ 
. contented co examine the operations 
.of Nature, and to rake in her Sc- 
crets; it would alſo pry into future 
| things, whichhave no being ; it ima» 
| Duodfat pines to read in the Conſtellations 
| = gr a$in a large” Book, every thing that 
|| 4tat, 2 ſhall come to pals here below z and 
|ſcratantur figuring to it (elf admirable rcn- 
[P/4gas. Ci. counters from the Aſpects and Con . 
bh junQions of the Planets, it draws 
| from thence conſequences as remote 
from Truth, as the Stars themſclves 
are from the Earth. I conte(s I have 
ever cftcemed this Science vain and 
ridiculous :; for indeed, it muſt -erther- 
be truc or falle 5 it true, that which 
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it predidts is infallible, and incvita- Ne atile . 
. | table, and conſequently unuſeful to be Fe _ 
» | forcknown : For what will it advan= /,,u & 
tage me to underſtand the Evil that miſerum & 
ſhall happen to me, if it is not in wm eſt nie 
my power to prevent it? and what PRINns 
will it benctit an unhappy man to yang, ; 
be advertiſed that he ſhall loofe his 
Head by the hands of a Hangman, 
but ovely burthen his Soul with grief 
and diſquiet , becoming miſerable 
twenty years before he ought to be ? 
Ard if Proſperity and bappinels 
ſhall be my lot, what neceſlity is there 
that. Iſhould entertain with care and 
anxiety this hope, which, will at laſt 
infallibly make me happy ? , But it- 
it is falſe, as it may calily be evinced 
tobe 3 would not a man of Senſe be 
blamed, to apply his minde to, and 
looſe his time 1n the Study thereof ? 
Ir ought to be the occupation of 
Shallow brain that feeds himſelf 
with Chimerical Fancies, or of an Im- 
poltor who niakes a myficry of every 
thing, which he undcritands not, for 
to dcceive Women and Creduluus 
- POPC, 
Folly is ccxtainly a Malady, which 
M 2 has 
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Stultorun has many different Sympromes; it 
16 way reigns ſo Univerſally, that I admire 
Ecelefiaſt, for what cauſe the Antients have not 
. Stultorum ' Dedicated Temples to her'as well as 
plena ſunt to Fortune. If we ſhould make 
5 nag Gt reflexions on our Prudence , and on 
our moſt diſcreet Condut , we 
could not but acknowledge, that the 
moſt clear and ſound Reaſon is of- 
rentimes ſubjeA to range Convul- 
ions. The moſt true cauſe of our 
Extravagancies is , that the Object 
which ſhould terminate our defires, 
is ſeldom fixt and determined, Pyr- 
rb making one 'day great prepa- 
rations to invade Traly, Cinews the 
Philoſopher askt him what he de- 
4 om to do, when he ſhould have 


ned the Romans ? He anſwered,. 
I will then paſs with my Army into: 


Sicily, And whither then , replied 
the Philoſopher ? 1 will, ſaid the 
Eing, if Fortune favours me, carry 
my Arms into Africa, and make my 


{elf Lord of Carthage and Lybia-. 


And if you ſhould bc Victorious, re- 
plicd Cinews, what will you then do? 
T will, anſwered the King, reſolve on 
{ome greater.Exploits & ly = 
| 15" _ 
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And at latt, ( faid the Philoſopher ) 
what ſhall be the end of your toils' 
and' labour ?* Repoſe , repli'd the! 
Ring. Then the Philolopher ex« 


claim'dz Oh Prince, enjoy it from” 


this inſtantz' to what purpoſe will 
you make ſuch vaſt Projects, to con-' 
quer'that which you have already un® 
der your command ? Can your am- 
bition be reconcil'd with Pradence, 
to deprive your ſelf, out off a gayety 
of humour, of that pleaſure whicit 
you p-rtc&ly enjoy without ftirting 
trom your Palace, to engage your (elf 
1m the moſt extreme perils tor an uns 
certain Victory, and' mioft inevitable 
Evils? M-n might have (aid as much 
to Charlemaigne, to Francis the Fitlty 
to Charles the Fifth, and to the King 


of Sweden. A Prince by extending . 


his Dominions, increakes the ſound 
of -his Name, and contributes. no-. 
thing to his repoſe 3-but on che! con- 


trary,mygltiplics his cares and troubles | 


by creating to himſ.1f new Enemies. 
Neverthclefs, the World admires the 
Conquerours : - there-is no Divinit 

ſo revercnc'd, as the Valour of thelz 


" ittuftrious Robbers, w ho facrifice th: 
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wealth, litc, and liberty of men to 
their ambition. Men fear their arms 
whilſt they live 5 when dead , they 
praiſe them, nay ſometimes they are 
canonizd. Never was any thing ſo- 
unreaſonable, but it found abettors. 
"i A: famous Ozator. of Athens (pent 
bis life in making a Panegyrick of the 
third Ague. Poverty. bereaves the 
whole World of its repoſe , and. 
Riches raviſht it from Anacreon, in 
ſuch manner, that he return'd again 
to Polyerates Tyrant of Samos, the. 
ten thouſand Dacats which he had 
preſented him, becauſe they diſturbd 
his ſleep... As every one has his pe- 
culiar Senſe, ſo every one has his pe- 
culjar Folly z they follow their jtem- 
Perament in thi-,as in all other things. . 
. Ehexc is great Probability, that De» 
Alter ride- *macraens -was of a Sanguine Comple- 
bat quetits -Xion, Heraclitzs of a Mclancholick. 
4 imine | The One made the principle of his- 
© mount - philoſophy toderide the World, and. 
zum Proti- | £ "$$ 
lratque pe-40 Wake'all ferious things ridiculousz 
dem,flebat | the other eſtabliſht his upon Lamen- 
cantrarius | tations and Tears : perhaps a third + 
| Mai; _ pcrſon would--have been more rea- 
4 tanable as leG-interclled.. There are 


tew- 
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few States governed by the ſame Po» 
Icy 3 they tend all to the ſame end,by 
divers ways. Religion it ſelf, as ho-- 
ly. as it is, could never Univerſally 
be the ſame in all parts of the world. 
The diverſity of our judgements 1s 
the Origine of all. theſe things 3 and 
ignorance, which 1s natural to us, is 
the Source of the diverſity of our 
jadgements. Truth is fo ſtately and 
majceſtick, that ſhe diſdains men, as 
being unworthy to behold her 3 ſhe 
conceals her fſclf under ſo many: 
ſhapes, that there is hardly one wife 
man in an age, whom ſhe admits to 
her fight : She communicates her 
ſelf unmask'd to Faith alone, becauſe 
that is the Creature of the Eternal. 
Truth. *Tis that which gives us in- | 
fallible leſſons 'for our Conduct, as 
well as for our Salvation, without” 
it our Reaſon js blinde, and leads us 
-] into precipices : . Her precepts are al- 
ways juſt, and her promiſes are never- 
incticQual.. If we give car to her, 
ſhe will tell 'us in two words the 
whole method we ſhould obferve'to 
advance our fortunes, viz. firſt of all 

| ſeck the Kingdom of God; and all 
your: 
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your affairs ſhall fuccecd happily. 
This precept is an admirable abridg. 
ment of the bc{t Morality in' the 


world, and delcrves both our bclicf 
' and our conlideration. For what ig 


it but to follow Vertue which guides 
us in the path,.and flic Vice which 
leads us aſtray? The examination of 
this Propolition ſhall make the Epi- 
logue to this Diſcuurlc. 

Vertue is 2 tendency of the Soul 
to Goodn-(s, as to its natural Ob: 
ject; it we follow it, it- will never 


lead us: amils,. nor where we ſha!] 


meet with bad Fortune, I am vcry 
{.olible, you will obje<&, that honeſt 
mcu are not always the bappiclt. 
To which 1 anſwer, It they be real- 
ly vertuuus, you arc decciv'd to be- 
lieve they- can. be unfortunate; Ver» 
tue is the chictelt good, and conſe- 
queatly: ſtands not in need of other 
things for compleating the happineſs 
of hcr followers. It God {ome- 
times exalts the wicked , "tis but to 
make the fall the more terrible,and 


bluztur ia the, cataſtrophe the more remarkable, 


um, ut 
Mu &Y aUI- 
” (8 7ualthe 


We ſcldom ſee a wicked man die 


pzaccably_in his bed 3 his death vo 
c 
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be viotent, likc as his life has been full | 
of trouble and confuſion. Malice 
may be ſubtile and expert ;. ſhe is a 
Coward that takes all advantages, 
by which ſhe may ſometimes prevail 
aainſt VYcrtue 3 but ſhe is utterly ru- 
ined fo ſonn as diſcovered : The eyes 
of a man of Honour, like a Baſilisk, 
kill her immediately, Although 
Vertue be in general the Exerciſe of 
a perſon of Honour , it does not 
hinder bim from being more cunning; 
and wilcr than a wicked man. Pru» 
dence is one of the Retinue 3 »tis (he 
which carries the Flambo to give 
light to the other Vertues 3 the un- 
derſtands how to incline the Prince's 
minde in favour 'of him whom ſhe 
ſerves. The Sincerity of his Aci- 
ons, the Juſtice of his Counſels, and 
the Fidelity of his Services, ſpeak al- 
ways advantageouſly of him 3 and 
gar ty, which preſerves his Soul 
om being guilty of 1gnoble Ads, 
vigorouſly repulſes the attacks of his 
Enemies, There is (o great an Uni- 
on of the Vertues, that they cannot 
be ſcparated. The abſence of one, 
cauſes "the deltruction of the reſt 3 
be- 


\z =» 
& SiS. off 
a, ri 


w- 
4 
« % 


WW 2 4 
ys 


C A ar "> *— : - 
! : \ 2+ 
= 
: ff; 
AX " PO - 
2.4 ws bo cv —- » 
6, wy 


"_—_ A- 
La nd 


—— 


- . Tui t 7n 

" banants di- 

- 0114 poten- 
- Qrid. 


x % * 
: . * 
. - % _ . 


f \y SS. . 
7” %. 


£4 
"%.L 48; 
” 


F _ "250. _  __ The Fortune of Chap.22 
I —— ha 


'becaule they all tend to the ſame end. 
Honeſty is like the Ocean 3 this com- 
'prehends all the Rivers of the Earth, 
and that compiles all the Vertues to- 
gether to frame an Honeſt and Gal- 
lantman, God lcaves ſecond Caulcs 
toad, as well as our Free Will; he 
has armed the Wiſe with Counſel 
and Reaſon; which would be in vain, 
if he. ſhould deprive thcm of the 
Succeſs thereof, and grant nothing 
to aur prudence. We are th: Ope+ 
rators of our own. good aud cvil.. 
A blinde man is mivorc. ſubjet to 
ftumble, thin he that has*the uſe of 


his eyes. Let us tterctore apply our 


ſelves carneſtly fo the ſtudy of Wil- 
dom,'for io rr gulate cur Cordudt 1 
and if afiaizs” apſwecr not our ex- 
peQations,lct us adore the Judgments 
of God, who dilpoles ot us accor- 
ding to his pleaſure , and fruftrates 
our delignes tor reaſons unknown to 
us; Let us receive thent trom his 
hand” as chaſtiſcments of our faults 3 
let us ſubmit our (c!ves to his ju- 
tice, and not condemn Fortune 'tor 
thoſe evils which the has not com- 
mitted. 
Hogg THE END. 
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